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What is 
Metro

With its thriving communities, cultural amenities, economic vitality, scenic beauty and 
healthy natural ecosystems, the Portland region has advantages found in few other 
cities in the world, advantages that make this a great place to live, work and play. 
For the region’s leaders and citizens alike, nurturing this livability is a constant quest. 
Metro plays a unique and leading role in that effort. 

Metro crosses city limits and county lines to make our communities safe, livable and 
ready for tomorrow. From protecting our region’s air, water and natural beauty to 
supporting neighborhoods, businesses and farms that thrive, Metro makes this a great 
place. Metro serves more than 1.6 million residents in Clackamas, Multnomah and 
Washington counties, and the 25 cities in the Portland metropolitan area. Metro, the 
only directly elected regional governing body in the United States, is governed by a 
president, elected region-wide, and six councilors elected by district. Its home rule 
charter, approved by the voters in 1992 and amended in 2000, grants broad powers, 
primarily for regional land use and transportation planning, but also for issues of 
metropolitan concern. The charter also insists that the Metro Council be elected, 
visible and accountable. 

Metro embodies the region’s commitment to maintain and enhance the livability 
and sustainability of the region. A regional approach simply makes sense when it 
comes to protecting natural areas, caring for parks, planning for the future of our 
neighborhoods, managing garbage disposal and increasing recycling. Metro manages 
world-class facilities such as the Oregon Zoo, which contributes to conservation and 
education, and the Oregon Convention Center, which benefits the region’s economy.

HISTORY

Metro was first formed in 1979 when voters approved the merger of the Columbia 
Region Association of Governments  with the Metropolitan Service District. CRAG 
was responsible for land use and transportation planning, and the Metropolitan 
Service District provided regional services that included management of the solid 
waste and operation of the region’s zoo. An elected council and an elected executive 
officer governed the new Metropolitan Service District. The Metro Council had the 
combined authorities of the two merging agencies and additional powers.

Over the years the Oregon Legislature, with the concurrence of the jurisdictions 
in our region, has assigned additional responsibilities to Metro. In 1980 Metro 
became responsible for regional solid waste disposal when it took over operation 
of one existing, publicly owned regional landfill and began construction of a solid 
waste transfer station. In 1986 voters approved general obligation bond funding for 
the Oregon Convention Center, to be built and operated by Metro. In 1990 Metro 
assumed management responsibility for the Portland Center for the Performing Arts, 
Portland Civic Stadium and Portland Memorial Coliseum (Metro no longer manages 
the stadium nor coliseum). Metro assumed management responsibility for the 
Multnomah County parks system and the Portland Expo Center in 1994. Ownership 
of these facilities was officially transferred to Metro in1996.

CHARTER APPROVAL

Metro’s home rule charter was approved by voters in 1992. Prior to that, Metro 
was organized under a grant of authority by the Oregon Legislature and the Oregon 
Revised Statutes. Metro’s powers were limited to those expressly granted by the 
Legislature, and any extension of that authority first had to be approved by the 
Legislature.

With the growth of the region, and Metro’s increasingly important role, voters 
were asked whether the power and authority of the regional government should 
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be controlled directly by the voters of the region and not the state. In 1990 the 
Legislature referred a constitutional amendment to the voters to allow the creation of 
a home rule regional government in the Portland metropolitan area. Voters approved 
the amendment and a charter committee was formed shortly thereafter. In 1992 
Metro’s charter was referred to and approved by the voters. Metro thereby achieved 
the distinction not only of being the nation’s only elected regional government (as it 
had been since 1979), but also the only regional government organized under a home 
rule charter approved by voters.

In 2000 voters in the region approved an amendment to the Metro Charter abolishing 
the position of an elected executive officer. On Jan. 6, 2003, a new regionally 
elected Metro Council President absorbed or delegated the authorities and functions 
previously vested in the executive officer.

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE

Self-sufficiency

About half of Metro’s operating revenues come from fees paid by customers for the 
use of Metro’s facilities or for services such as recycling and solid waste disposal. 
Other revenues include grants, intergovernmental funds, property taxes for voter-
approved bond issues and a small permanent tax base ($11.7 million), which is 
allocated annually through the budget process.

Making a great place

Metro has emerged as a leader of regional initiatives – a collaborative partner, 
facilitator, technical assistance provider, process manager and advocate. For example, 
Metro’s Making a Great Place initiative demonstrates how new and renewed urban 
centers can integrate housing, shopping, businesses and recreation with pedestrian-
friendly streets and easy access to transportation. Metro has also involved regional 
homebuilders in the Nature in Neighborhoods program, teaching them how to 
develop projects that minimize water runoff and impacts on natural areas. Metro and 
its county partners recently reached an historic collaborative agreement to guide the 
future growth of the region for the next 50 years, setting aside 28,000 acres for future 
development if needed and protecting 270,000 acres of farms, forests and natural 
areas.

Metro provides a rich mix of the region’s public places where people are invited to 
gather to enjoy recreation, education and entertainment. The Metro Council appoints 
the Metro Exposition Recreation Commission  to advise the Council and oversee 
public assembly facilities including the Oregon Convention Center, Portland Center 
for the Performing Arts and Portland Expo Center. These venues host hundreds of 
events each year, drawing millions of people.

Metro every day

Metro policies, programs and services are woven into the fabric of the region’s life. 
They are the common threads that connect neighborhood wetlands, the Portland Expo 
Center antique shows, penguins at the Oregon Zoo, recycled newspapers, extensive 
bike paths and live symphony performances at the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall. 

Additionally, Metro has been a leading player in preserving and expanding the 
natural areas available to the people of our region. This includes an interconnected 
system of parks, trails and greenways. Today, Metro’s inviting system of regional 
parks and natural areas includes Smith and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area, a 2,000-
acre freshwater wetland in North Portland, and Oxbow Regional Park, a 1,200-
acre forested natural area on the Sandy River east of Gresham. In 2010 Metro 
acquired 1,143 acres of forestland in the Chehalem Mountains of the Tualatin Valley 
– the largest acquisition in the history of the Metro region’s two voter-approved 
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natural area bond measures. The new Chehalem Ridge Natural Area is one of the 
metropolitan area’s biggest remaining swaths of undeveloped forest. At about the 
size of Oxbow Regional Park, the property is positioned to protect water quality 
and wildlife habitat in the Tualatin River Basin and serve as a scenic and recreational 
resource for the region.

Regional Planning and Stewardship 

Metro has a primary responsibility for regional land use and transportation 
planning. The centerpiece of this responsibility is the 2040 Growth Concept. It 
guides management of the urban growth boundary, efficient use of land, protection 
of farmland and natural areas, a balanced transportation system, a healthy economy 
and diverse housing options. Metro has recently completed a three-year engagement 
process with its regional partners and the public to update the 2040 Plan.  This plan 
update forged unprecedented agreements that determine the location and scale of 
urban development for the next 50 years. These same agreements determine which 
natural features are protected from development and which lands the region believes 
are most valuable maintained as farms and forests over that same time period.

Green Choices

Metro’s concern for sustainability goes beyond what is integrated in conservation, 
recycling and regional planning programs. Metro also teaches the community about 
green choices in building and street design and natural gardening and recycling as 
ways to improve quality of life and leave a smaller environmental footprint. This is 
done through partnerships, seminars, publications, demonstration projects, clinics, 
tours and in-school presentations for teachers and students.  

Waste Management and Recycling

Metro manages the region’s solid waste system, which includes a renowned curbside 
residential recycling program. The agency owns and operates two solid waste and 
recycling transfer stations, which have household hazardous waste facilities. Metro 
also offers a toll-free recycling hotline, which helps people learn to recycle everything 
from yard debris to old paint.
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Metro 
Charter

A home rule charter defines Metro’s structure, assigns its working priorities and grants 
the power necessary to achieve its priorities. A home rule charter is a grant of power 
directly from the citizens of the jurisdiction rather than a grant of power from a 
legislature or some other body.

The voters of the region approved a home rule charter for Metro in 1992 and a 
charter amendment in 2000. Prior to the amendment, Metro was governed by a seven-
member Council that was responsible for the policy direction of the organization 
and for legislative oversight of management activities. A regionally elected Executive 
Officer was responsible for carrying out the policy directives of the Council, day-
to-day management of the organization and recommending policy initiatives to the 
Council. As a result of the charter amendment, effective Jan. 6, 2003, the Council and 
Executive offices were consolidated. Under the new structure, the number of districts 
and the number of Councilors were reduced to six. A regionally elected Council 
President presides over the Council, sets the policy agenda for the Council and has the 
authority to appoint all members of Metro committees, commissions and boards. A 
Chief Operating Officer is appointed by the Council President with Council consent 
and is responsible for day-to-day management of Metro.

The Metro charter also created the elected position of Metro Auditor. The Metro 
Auditor is responsible for engaging Metro’s independent, outside financial auditor 
and for conducting performance and management audits of Metro operations and 
functions.

The home rule charter sets Metro’s working priorities. Metro’s primary responsibility 
under the charter is regional land use planning. To this end, Metro was required to 
adopt a future vision for the region. The Metro Council adopted the future vision 
document on June 15, 1995.

State law requires Metro to develop regional land-use goals and objectives. The Metro 
Council adopted Regional Urban Growth Goals and Objectives (RUGGO) in 1991. 
RUGGO provided a policy framework for guiding Metro’s regional planning program 
and established a process for coordinating local planning in the region to maintain the 
region’s livability.

In December 1995 the Metro Council adopted the 2040 Growth Concept which 
encourages compact development near existing or future transit centers to reduce 
land consumption. The concept encourages preservation of existing neighborhoods 
and identifies rural reserves as areas not subject to urban growth boundary expansion 
to serve as buffers between urban areas. The growth concept sets goals for providing 
permanent open space areas inside the urban growth boundary and recognizes that 
neighboring cities will grow and that cooperation is necessary to address common 
issues. On Dec. 11, 1997, the Council adopted the more detailed Regional Framework 
Plan (incorporating RUGGO), which specifies how the region will implement the 2040 
Growth Concept.

In June 2010 elected leaders from Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington counties 
and Metro worked together to identify the best places for future growth in the region 
and the most important lands to protect from development for the next half century. 
Because of the collaborative work, 266,954 acres of farms, forests and natural areas 
were set aside as rural reserves and 28,615 acres of land best suited for future urban 
development were designated as urban. This unprecedented agreement provides 
certainty for people on both sides of the urban growth boundary.
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Although the charter makes regional land use planning Metro’s primary responsibility, 
it also recognizes the significant role Metro has in other regional issues such as solid 
waste disposal, and the operation and development of regional recreation and visitor 
facilities such as the Oregon Zoo, the Oregon Convention Center and regional parks 
and open spaces.

Finally, the charter recognizes that regional government and regional issues evolve 
over time. The charter grants Metro authority to assume responsibility for issues of 
metropolitan concern. This allows Metro to work with local jurisdictions as needed to 
develop common solutions to problems that may exceed local boundaries and may be 
more difficult to address at the local level.

In addition to defining Metro’s structure and priorities, the charter gives Metro 
the tools necessary to meet its financial resource needs. The charter gives Metro 
authority to ask voter approval for broad-based revenue sources. These sources 
include traditional revenues such as property tax, sales tax or income tax. The charter 
grants Council authority to adopt taxes of limited applicability without a vote of the 
people. The charter requires the Council to appoint a citizen review committee when 
it is considering the adoption of a new limited tax. These niche taxes could include 
a broad list of revenue sources levied on limited activities such as cigarette sales, real 
estate transfers, hotel/motel occupancy, etc. Expenditures from non-voter approved 
revenue sources are limited by charter to no more than $12.5 million per year (in 
1992 dollars). This expenditure limitation increases in each subsequent fiscal year by 
a percentage equal to the rate of increase in the Consumer Price Index (additional 
information on this charter limitation is available in the Appendix of this budget). 
Metro’s FY 2013-14 budget authorizes approximately 93 percent of the expenditure 
limitation, funded by excise tax and construction excise tax. The charter grants Metro 
the authority for levying fees and charges for services it provides on an enterprise 
basis.



Organizational structure

Elected officials Position Service began Current term expires

Tom Hughes Metro Council President January 2011 January 2015

Shirley Craddick Councilor- District 1 January 2011 January 2015

Carlotta Collette Councilor- District 2 November 2007 January 2015

Craig Dirksen Councilor- District 3 January 2013 January 2017

Kathryn Harrington Councilor- District 4 January 2007 January 2015

Sam Chase Councilor- District 5 January 2013 January 2017

Bob Stacey Councilor- District 6 January 2013 January 2017

Suzanne Flynn Metro Auditor January 2007 January 2015
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Metro’s organizational structure includes three offices (Metro Council, Metro 
Auditor and Metro Attorney), Visitor Venues (Oregon Convention Center, Portland 
ExpoCenter, Portland Center for the Performing Arts and Oregon Zoo) and eight 
departments (Parks and Environmental Services, Planning and Development, Research 
Center, Sustainability Center, Communications, Finance and Regulatory Services, 
Human Resources and Information Services).

Office of the Council

The Metro Council is the governing body of Metro. It provides leadership from a 
regional perspective, reflects an ongoing, innovative planning orientation, and focuses 
on issues that cross local boundaries and require collaborative solutions. 

The Office of the Council consists of the Council President and six Councilors, 
the Chief Operating Officer, Government Affairs and Policy Development and the 
Community Investment Initiative. The Council sets the overall policy direction and 
provides legislative oversight of management activities for the agency. The Council 
President presides over the Council, sets the policy agenda and has the authority 
to appoint all members of Metro committees, commissions and boards. The Chief 
Operating Officer, appointed by the Council President with Council consent, is 
responsible for the day-to-day management of the organization. The Council Office 
also provides staffing for the Metro Policy Advisory Committee.

Metro Auditor

The elected Auditor and staff make up the Office of the Metro Auditor. The Auditor 
is responsible for engaging the external financial auditing firm while focusing staff 
efforts on performance audits. 

Office of Metro Attorney

The Office of Metro Attorney provides legal services to the Council, Chief Operating 
Officer, Auditor and Metro departments. This office includes the due diligence portion 
of the regional Open Spaces and Natural Areas acquisition programs.

Visitor Venues 

A visitor venues group, including the Oregon Convention Center, the Portland Center 
for the Performing Arts, the Portland Expo Center and the Oregon Zoo, reports to 
the General Manager of Visitor Venues. Nearly two-thirds of the permanent and part 
time staff at Metro are in the business of providing direct service to venue customers, 
and the four visitor venues are similar in the enterprise activities, services, customers 
and skills needed for success. An executive management team consisting of the four 
venue directors focuses on how best to apply strategies, resources and staff strengths 
to benefit all Metro’s enterprise venues. The General Manager plays a leadership 
role in maintaining and improving Metro’s relationships with the City of Portland 
and Multnomah County; non-profit conservation and education groups; and private 
sector partners in the lodging and rental car industries. 

Organizational 
Structure
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MERC Venues

The Metro Exposition Recreation Commission (MERC) was established in 1987 and 
provides citizen oversight for the Oregon Convention Center, the Portland Center 
for the Performing Arts (PCPA) and the Portland Expo Center (Expo). The PCPA 
was transferred to Metro’s management from the City of Portland in 1990 when 
the Convention Center opened. Management of the Expo Center was transferred 
to Metro from Multnomah County in January 1994, with ownership of the facility 
transferred in July 1996. A seven-member commission advises the General Manager 
and Metro’s COO. The commissioners are appointed by Metro to serve four-year 
terms. While the visitor venues will benefit from guidance from the Metro Exposition 
Recreation Commission, the commission does not oversee the Oregon Zoo.

Oregon Zoo

The Oregon Zoo contributes significantly to the livability of the Portland metropolitan 
area and provides important conservation education learning opportunities to people 
of all ages. The zoo strives to motivate people to care and act on behalf of wildlife by 
offering opportunities for observation, discovery and engagement. The zoo serves as 
a regional conservation, education and recreational resource, enhancing the quality 
of life and assisting in economic development as a tourist attraction and community 
asset. As the state’s top paid attraction, the zoo draws approximately 1.6 million 
visitors annually.

Parks and Environmental Services

Parks and Environmental Services manages Metro’s parks, natural areas, solid waste 
facilities and the Metro Regional Center. Parks and natural areas management focuses 
on the provision of accessible regional open spaces, parks and trails, including Metro’s 
cemeteries, golf course and marine facilities. The service also manages the region’s 
solid waste in an effective, economical and environmentally sound manner, overseeing 
the operation of two Metro-owned regional solid waste transfer stations, operating 
two householdhazardous waste facilities, managing contracts for the transport 
and disposal of waste brought to the regional transfer stations and developing the 
Regional Solid Waste Management Plan.

Planning and Development

Planning and Development facilitates the creation of great places in centers and 
corridors and throughout the region. It manages the regional urban growth boundary, 
the primary urban growth management tool mandated by state land-use planning 
laws. Planning and Development is also responsible for regional transportation 
planning, which includes preparing the Regional Transportation Plan, securing and 
allocating federal highway and transit funds for the region and conducting all regional 
transit and light rail planning under contract with TriMet, the regional transit agency.

Research Center

The Research Center supports the Metro Council, Metro staff, external clients and 
the public by providing information, mapping and technical services to support 
public policy and regulatory compliance. The center coordinates data and research 
activities with government partners, academic institutions and the private sector. In 
addition, the regional economic and travel forecasts provided by the Research Center 
meet federal and state requirements for consistent, accurate and reliable data and 
forecasting tools.
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Sustainability Center

The mission of the Sustainability Center is to demonstrate and inspire sustainable 
stewardship of the region’s natural resources. The center focuses on the provision of 
accessible natural areas, parks and trails and the maintenance and enhancement of 
environmental quality. It also promotes sustainable management of resources through 
waste reduction initiatives, youth and adult education and volunteer opportunities, 
grants and demonstration projects.

Communications

Communications provides communication services to advance Metro Council policy 
initiatives and Metro organizational unit-led planning and stewardship efforts, public 
education campaigns, facilities and services. The disciplines represented range from 
media relations, journalism, marketing, graphic design and web design through event 
planning and issue management. It also provides support to the Metro Committee for 
Citizen Involvement.

Finance and Regulatory Services 

Finance and Regulatory Services provides financial management services for Metro’s 
elected officials, operating departments, employees and the public. FRS includes 
Accounting, Budget and Financial Management, Procurement, Risk Management, 
Solid Waste Compliance and Cleanup and Solid Waste Policy and Compliance. It 
provides accounting services for the agency; coordinates the preparation, monitoring, 
and implementation of the agency’s annual budget and five-year capital budget; 
manages debt; performs long-range financial planning; administers Metro’s risk 
management program; coordinates the agency’s decentralized purchasing system; 
manages the Emerging Small Business and Minority- and Women-Owned Business 
program; regulates solid waste facilities; and directs solid waste rate setting and tax 
compliance.

Human Resources 

Human Resources exists to help its customers fulfill business requirements by 
positioning Metro’s work force for the future. It provides assistance in the areas 
of recruitment and staff development, classification and compensation, labor and 
employee relations, benefits administration and manages the agency’s Human 
Resource Information System.

Information Services

Information Services supports Metro’s vision, goals and business processes by 
providing technology based leadership, consulting and direct services. This is 
accomplished through the support and development of enterprise, operational and 
custom applications, records management and management of Metro’s network 
infrastructure, as well as development of policies and procedures for access to 
information within the agency.

METRO ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Metro’s charter requires three advisory committees:

Metro Policy Advisory Committee: A committee consisting of representatives of local 
government and citizens to provide advice and consultation to the Metro Council on 
the Regional Framework Plan and approval or disapproval of Metro’s provision or 
regulation of a local government service.

Metro Committee for Citizen Involvement: A citizen committee assisting in the 
development, implementation and evaluation of Metro’s citizen involvement activities 
and advising on ways to involve citizens in regional planning activities.
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Metro Exposition Recreation Commission: Made up of business and civic leaders 
committed to the region’s cultural and economic vitality, the Metro Exposition and 
Recreation Commission works to protect the public investment in Metro’s visitor 
venues.

METRO BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Both the 2006 Natural Areas Bond and the 2008 Oregon Zoo Infrastructure and 
Animal Welfare Bond programs include an oversight committee requirement. The 
Natural Areas Program Performance Oversight Committee includes citizens from 
throughout the region representing the fields of finance, auditing, accounting, real 
estate, banking, grant making and law. The 15-member committee is charged with 
providing the Metro Council and the citizens of the region an independent, outside 
review of the program in order to help Metro achieve the best results for clean water, 
fish, wildlife and future generations. 

The Oregon Zoo Bond Citizens’ Oversight Committee was created to provide a third-
party review of the voter approved Oregon Zoo Infrastructure and Animal Welfare 
Bond program to the Metro Council and citizens. The committee looks at how 
decision-making occurs and how business is conducted, as well as determines whether 
the program is on the right path in terms of structure, management, expenditures, 
personnel and achievement of defined goals. Members include professionals with 
experience in construction, sustainability, animal welfare, labor, finance, public 
budgeting and auditing, and general business.
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1979	 Columbia Region Association of Governments combines with the 
Metropolitan Service District to form Metro. Functions include solid waste 
and transportation planning, zoo operations and management of the 
urban growth boundary.

Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation formed and staffed by 
Metro’s Transportation Planning Department.

Transfer of the ownership and operation of the Washington Park Zoo to 
Metro.

1980	 Solid waste operations (including the management of the St. Johns 
Landfill) added to Metro’s functions.

1983	 Clackamas Transfer and Recycling Center (now named Metro South 
Transfer Station) opens.

1986	 Voters approve $65 million general obligation bond issue to build the 
Oregon Convention Center.

1987	 Metropolitan Exposition Recreation Commission established.

1988	 Metro assumes responsibility of appointing members of the Portland 
Metropolitan Area Local Government Boundary Commission.

1989	 Attendance at the Metro Washington Park Zoo breaks the one million 
mark.

1990	 Metro assumes management responsibility for the Portland Center for the 
Performing Arts, Civic Stadium and Memorial Coliseum.

Columbia Ridge Landfill opens near Arlington to replace the St. Johns 
Landfill and serve the Portland metropolitan region.

Voters approve tax base for the Metro Washington Park Zoo.

Metro issues $28.5 million in solid waste revenue bonds to construct the 
Metro East Transfer Station (now named Metro Central Transfer Station).

Metro initiates an excise tax on its own enterprise operations.

Oregon Convention Center opens for business and exceeds projected use 
and economic projections.

Voters approve amendment to the Oregon Constitution allowing creation 
of a home-rule regional government in the Portland metropolitan region 
and the creation of a charter committee.

1991	 Metro Central Transfer Station opens.

1992	 Voters approve a new home-rule charter for Metro, identifying Metro’s 
primary mission, revising Metro’s structure, and formally changing the 
name of the organization from Metropolitan Service District to Metro.

1993	 Management of the Memorial Coliseum is returned to the City of Portland 
and subsequently transferred to the management of the Oregon Arena 
Corporation.

1994	 Metro assumes management responsibility for the Multnomah County 
parks system and the Portland Expo Center.

Region 2040 Concept Plan adopted.

1995	 New seven-member Metro Council, Executive Officer and Auditor take 
office under home rule charter.

Voters approve $135.6 million general obligation bond measure to 
acquire and protect open spaces, parks and streams.

2040 Growth Concept and Future Vision adopted.

1996	 Transfer of ownership of the Multnomah County Parks and Portland Expo 
Center to Metro.

Metro 
milestones
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Voters approve $28.8 million general obligation bond measure to fund 
construction of the Great Northwest Project at the Metro Washington 
Park Zoo.

Urban Growth Management Functional Plan adopted.

1997	 Open Spaces bond acquisition: 2,323 acres. 

1998 	 Metro Washington Park Zoo renamed the Oregon Zoo.

The Washington Park light rail station serving the Oregon Zoo opens.

Great Northwest Phase II opens at Oregon Zoo, including new entrance 
designed with mountain goat exhibit, catering and restaurant facilities 
and new gift shop.

1999	 Open Spaces bond acquisition: 4,400 acres.

2000	 Voters approve charter amendment eliminating the Executive Officer 
position, establishing a regionally elected Council President and reducing 
council districts from seven to six.

Steller Cove opens at the Oregon Zoo, setting a new attendance record of 
1.2 million visitors.

2001 	 The reconstructed Expo Hall D opens, adding 72,000 feet of modern 
exhibit space, new meeting rooms and a full service commercial kitchen. 
Expo now offers 330,000 square feet of exhibition space and 3,000 
parking spaces on a 60-acre campus.

Work on the Oregon Convention Center expansion project begins. The 
expansion will provide an additional 105,000 square feet of exhibit space, 
35,000 square feet of ballroom space and 30,000 square feet of meeting 
room space.

2002 	 Election of new Council President reflecting changes to the Charter 
adopted by the voters in November 2000.

2003 	 On Jan. 6, 2003, a new regionally elected Council President absorbs or 
delegates the authorities and functions previously vested in the Executive 
Officer.

Work on the Oregon Convention Center expansion is completed, opening 
to the public in April 2003.

The first endangered California Condors arrive at the Oregon Zoo’s 
Condor Creek Conservation Facility.

2004 	 Oregon Zoo opens Eagle Canyon Exhibit and the Trillium Creek Family 
Farm, completing Phase IV of the Great Northwest Project.

2005 	 Tusko, a 13,500-pound, 33-year-old male Asian elephant arrives to join 
Packy and Rama in the Oregon Zoo’s bull elephant group.

2006 		 Construction Excise Tax collections begins on July 1, 2006.

Voters approve a $227.4 million bond measure directing Metro to 
purchase natural areas, parks and streams.

2007 	 Metro achieves a bond rating of Aaa from Moody’s Investors Service as 
well as a re-affirmation of its AAA rating from Standard & Poor’s.

The Oregon Legislature approves Senate Bill 1011, enabling Metro and 
the counties of the region to establish urban and rural reserves that 
provide greater predictability regarding where future growth may be 
accommodated and what valuable farm and forestland will be protected.

2008	 Metro opens Mt. Talbert nature park, which stretches from Portland’s 
Rocky Butte southward to the Clackamas River. Mt. Talbert is the largest 
of the undeveloped buttes in northern Clackamas County. 
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2009	 Cooper Mountain, a restored 231-acre nature park complete with nature 
house and three and a half miles of trails, opens to the public. 

Metro Council extends the construction excise tax for an additional five 
years, to provide funding for planning of future expansion areas, future 
urban reserves and planning that enables redevelopment of centers, 
corridors and employment areas within the existing Urban Growth 
Boundary. 

The zoo opens the Predators of the Serengeti exhibit, bringing lions back 
to the zoo.

2010	 Metro collaborates with counties, cities and a wide variety of stakeholders 
to reach agreements on the Urban and Rural Reserves that protect 
270,000 acres of farms, forests and natural areas and provide up to 28,000 
land for growth if needed.

Zoo Red Ape Reserve exhibit opens. 

Metro opens Graham Oaks nature park which contains three miles of 
trails traversing 250 acres of restored oak woodland habitat, a conifer 
forest, wetlands, five creeks, interpretative plazas and scenic overlooks, 
a picnic area and the beginning of the regional Tonquin Trail, which will 
eventually connect Wilsonville, Tualatin and Sherwood.

2011	 Metro Council adopts Community Investment Strategy and capacity 
ordinance to set the stage for meeting the region’s 20-year growth needs.

The Portland Expo Center opens West Delta Bar and Grill, providing 
needed onsite food services to visitors.

2012	 Oregon Zoo opens new Veterinary Medical Center in January. The center 
is the first major new facility to be completed with funding from the 
community-supported Oregon Zoo Bond. 

The Oregon Convention Center’s outdoor plaza opens between Grand 
Avenue and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, providing an open space for 
outdoor events in the Lloyd District.

The Oregon Zoo was granted a conditional use approval for its elephant 
habitat, releasing $58 million in bonds for construction activity.

	 Metro’s AAA bond rating was reaffirmed and the regional government 
was issued $140 million of general obligation bonds, receiving a $25 
million premium.

2013	 Flamingo Aviary opens at the Oregon Zoo.

	 Voters in the Metro region approve the five-year Parks and Natural Areas 
Local Option Levy. This levy is directed toward operating and maintaining 
regional parks and more than 16,000 acres of natural areas held by Metro, 
including streams, river frontages, wetlands, prairies, forests and more.
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