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“The emphasis on symbiotic existence 

indicates a real sensitivity to the 

relationships between the urban landscape 

ecology and the needs of a community 

to build thoughtfully within that 

environment.” – James Winkler, jurist

“A very balanced approach. A well-

considered range of housing types provide 

for a rich mix of homes within a restored 

habitat.” – David Yocca, jurist

Metro regional government 

Metro Council

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Wildlife habitat in urban areas should be sustained because of the wonderful  

experience it provides for the people who live there. We know from research and our 

own everyday experiences — that’s part of what makes life good.” —Joan Nassauer, jurist
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Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.
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3 Third place

 1  Site rule: restorative  
landscaping
The historic oak woodland and savanna habitat 

in the area has been reduced to remnant patches 

by urban development. A development ‘site rule’ 

requires planting lots with a variety of native 

savanna grasses and plants and at least one 

oak tree. By recreating this unique habitat lot-

by-lot, the development can absorb additional 

residential units, while restoring the oak habitat 

and reconnecting the tree canopy. 

Snapshot of a winner
The symbiotic relationships found in nature between plants, species and 

ecosystems can guide a new, mutually beneficial relationship between 

development and conservation. Symbiotic Existence demonstrates 

possibilities for reconnecting people, buildings and wildlife to larger 

social and environmental communities through both built and natural 

form. The myriad of dwelling options offered to residents also respects 

and mirrors the incredible diversity of the surrounding habitat.

 2  The power of choice 
A ‘house rule’ allows residents to choose 

between a green roof, pitched roof, or hybrid 

roof, with a minimum pitch of five percent. 

Each option  supports the development’s 

stormwater management plan. The insulative 

green roof is planted with sedums and 

wildflowers to attract pollinators and birds. 

The pitched roof collects rainwater in cisterns 

so it can be used for irrigation. The hybrid 

roof blends both of these sustainable styles.   

 3  House rule: built and  
natural diversity 
This design combines a balanced architectural 

program of sustainable ‘house rules,’ as well as 

‘site rules’ designed for low-impact integration 

of the community within the surrounding 

environment. The house rules offer many 

building element combinations — all of which 

encourage interactions between the occupant 

and nature. The houses are adapted to each 

owners’ style, while actively improving water 

quality and enhancing habitat health. 

   Wonder walls
A site rule provides residents with a choice 

between a ‘waterwall’ or a living wall. Both 

walls provide visual interest while helping to 

manage stormwater. The waterwall connects 

to the roof collection system, providing grey-

water needs for the kitchen and bathroom. 

The living wall is a vertical garden where 

hardy, native plants are rooted in fibrous  

materials and anchored to the wall.  Rain-

water sustains the plants and the root system 

helps treat air impurities. 

symbiosis: The living together or close 

union of two dissimilar organisms; close 

and often long-term relationships from 

which both entities benefit

 Think global,  
support local 
The development requires the use of locally 

sourced materials and green, sustainable 

construction techniques associated with 

northwest regionalism. 

 Adaptable pavilions 
Public exhibition and private meditation 

pavilions are set in a shared, cultivated 

green space. Programming includes yoga 

classes, sculpture gardens and musical 

performances. 
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 Elevated dwellings  
Accessory dwelling units (ADU) are elevated 

a minimum of two feet from the ground, 

providing for canopy views, terrestrial 

corridors for small wildlife and an 

additional area for stormwater retention. 
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Symbiotic existence 
through  
transactional  
awareness
How can architecture and 

the built form encourage 

symbiotic — or mutually 

beneficial — relationships 

with the environment? Here, 

this is achieved through 

‘house’ and ‘site’ rules. 

The symbiosis between 

development and conservation 

begins with thoughtful site 

development and lives on in a 

commitment to environmental 

stewardship. Site development 

can have a positive impact 

on water quality and wildlife 

habitat if a systems-based 

approach and pre-design 

site assessment and planning 

are integrated into the intial 

stages of a development plan. 

Including site and building 

features that provide multiple 

benefits to people, fish 

and wildlife embodies the 

symbiotic interactions and 

relationships that are possible. 

Neighborhood infill development and oak woodland
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“From a housing standpoint, 

the standardization and 

‘componentization’ of the 

parts give a wide variety 

of choice in finding that 

critical balance between 

diversity and affordability. 

This could be easily 

translated into a set of 

design guidelines for a very 

practical approach towards 

the evolution of the lot.”  

– David Yocca, jurist
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Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President
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Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities • KPFF  
PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson




