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Key findings/considerations 
for rural and urban reserves

• Passion

• Tradeoffs, choices, and connection

• No right or wrong answer

• We need a strategy



Food System 
Model



Key Constrained Resources

Land

Water

Energy

Human Capital

Financial Capital

Consumer Choice 
and Buying Power

Knowledge

Influence

Social Capital



Intersection of Knowledge

Food System 
Assessment Literature

Stakeholder Interviews
and Workshops

Available Sources
of Reliable Data



The Foundation: Land



Market value of land at record levels



Urban land is increasing



Fairly stable farm acreage



A healthy rise 
in cash receipts



Cash receipts don’t tell the whole story…



Food vs. Non Food Commodities



Urban land use for food



Critical Ingredients: Water and Energy

Freefotos.comFreefotos.com



Oregon irrigation withdrawals are 
much higher



Water Quality



Farms feel the energy pinch



Cultivating our Human Capital

Credit:  Federation of Organic Milk Groups



Aging farmers



More minorities and Women are 
choosing to farm



Capital, Investment, and 
Sustainable Returns



Individuals and families own most farms



Small Plants Dominate Food Manufacturing



Farm production Linchpin of Food Cluster



More farms are selling direct



Consumer Choices, Sustainability, 
and Health

Credit: Mumknowsbest.co.uk



More spent on food away from home…

…..but no more on fruits and vegetables



Rising rates of overweight and 
Obesity…



And rising rates of diabetes
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