
Metro
People places. Open spaces.

Clean air and clean water do 
not stop at city limits or county 
lines. Neither does the need for 
jobs, a thriving economy and 
good transportation choices for 
people and businesses in our 
region. Voters have asked Metro 
to help with the challenges that 
cross those lines and affect the 
25 cities and three counties in 
the Portland metropolitan area.

A regional approach simply 
makes sense when it comes to 
protecting open space, caring 
for parks, planning for the 
best use of land, managing 
garbage disposal and increasing 
recycling. Metro oversees 
world-class facilities such as the 
Oregon Zoo, which contributes 
to conservation and education, 
and the Oregon Convention 
Center, which benefits the 
region’s economy.
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In existing downtowns and main streets in the 
region, most RTP projects are aimed at retrofitting 
the major street network to add sidewalks, bike 
facilities and transit stops, and streamline traffic 
operations. In developing areas of the region, new 
routes are proposed to fill gaps in the major street 
system. Urban-style retrofits and new capacity are 
proposed for routes that were once rural but now 
face new demand.

In industrial and employment areas, the RTP 
emphasizes providing critical freight access to the 
interstate highway system. Providing new street 
connections to support industrial area access and 
commercial delivery activities will help current and 
emerging industrial areas remain competitive.

Protecting mobility on the region’s 
major travel corridors
Our region is struggling to keep pace with growing 
congestion and demand for transit in the region’s 
major travel corridors, such as along I-84, I-5, 
I-205, OR 217 and US 26. Because our region is a 
global transportation gateway and west coast hub 

for commerce and tourism, the outcome of this 
struggle has serious implications for the health of 
our economy.

The continued economic health of our region 
and state depends on effectively serving the needs 
of businesses and industry by providing reliable 
highway and arterial access to gateway and hub 
facilities and addressing critical bottlenecks in the 
system. 

To address these challenges, the 2035 RTP includes 
a new customized approach that links land use and 
transportation, uses cost-effective technologies to 
make existing highways, roads and transit work 
as efficiently as possible, provides real options for 
walking, bicycling and riding transit and expands 
high-quality transit, highways and roads in a 
strategic manner. This comprehensive mobility 
strategy will help ensure safe and reliable access to 
the region’s downtowns and employment areas and 
a full-range of travel options for businesses, freight 
transporters and commuters throughout the region.

Foster vibrant communities and efficient 
urban design
-	 Support housing close to transit, jobs, schools 

and shops 
-	 Encourage compact design to preserve farm 

and forestland

Sustain economic competitiveness
-	 Promote reliable, efficient movement of 

freight, goods and services
-	 Promote systems that support tourism and 

other commercial activity

Expand transportation choices
-	 Connect the entire region with multimodal 

facilities
-	 Ensure access for people of all ages, incomes 

and abilities

Emphasize efficient management of the 
transportation system 
-	 Promote demand management programs
-	 Apply technologies and services that improve 

traffic flow

Goals for regional transportation system investments

Enhance safety and security
-	 Reduce crashes
-	 Support strategies for natural disasters and 

other emergencies

Promote environmental stewardship
-	 Reduce pollution
-	 Restore and protect the natural environment 

and habitat for fish and wildlife

Enhance human health
-	 Provide facilities that encourage biking and 

walking
-	 Improve air quality

Ensure equity
-	 Distribute burdens and benefits equitably
-	 Provide equitable access to transportation 

choices

Ensure fiscal stewardship
-	 Prioritize investments that achieve multiple 

goals 
-	 Seek sustainable funding strategies

Deliver accountability 
-	 Promote public and private collaborations
-	 Promote meaningful community involvement




