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 C AT E G O R Y3Honorable Mention

 1 Decentralized power  
sources
Like a tree, these homes are powered by water 

and sunlight. High-tech rooftop tube collectors 

and photovoltaic panels generate on-site, 

renewable energy based on each household’s 

specific needs. Features such as recycled 

materials, efficient space heating and water use, 

and natural ventilation create homes that simply 

use less energy and natural resources — another 

great way to protect wildlife habitat! 

Snapshot of a winner
What if our communities included amenities that connect future 

generations to nature and the place they call home? Here, a housing 

community nurtures native oak species in a shared greenhouse. 

Residents commit to a neighborhood stewardship agreement that 

includes planting trees to establish forest canopy and improve wildlife 

habitat. Park programs include storytelling by elders and youth to share 

cross-generational knowledge and foster strong community bonds.

 2 Oaks of all ages
A generous greenspace is included with each 

property for oak habitat restoration.  The 

homeowner’s manual suggests timelines and 

plans for oak and understory plantings. Over 

time, the neighborhood will include young 

oaks, slow-growing mature oaks, and even 

oaks that provide valuable deadwood habitat. 

This kind of tree species diversity is critical 

for long-term habitat health and stability.  

 3 Labyrinth landscape 
The park space includes a unique maze of trails 

and gathering areas composed of native shrubs 

and forbs. The native plant palette provides an 

stimulating array of colors, shapes and layers 

that are also good food sources and nesting 

areas for birds and small mammals. Species 

such as hazelnut, snowberry, serviceberry, 

Douglas hawthorn, oceanspray, thimbleberry, 

and nootka rose grow, bloom and change color 

with the seasons, making the labyrinth an 

active, ever-changing community feature. 

   Generation gab 
A ‘storytelling’ booth is a simple enclosure in 

which to listen and share local legends and  

adventures. Stories connect people to each 

other and to the land, creating a sense of 

community and purpose essential to restoring 

a habitat of long-lived oak trees over genera-

tions. Everyone is invited to contribute and 

create a legacy for future residents. “The 

trees in the street are old trees used to living 

with people/Family trees that remember your 

grandfather’s name.” – Stephen Vincent Benet

re-STORY | reSTORE: Restoring the 

landscape creates opportunities to  

connect with nature and each other

 Porches face  
community space 
Generous porches oriented toward open 

spaces create opportunities for wildlife-

watching and connecting with new and 

longtime neighbors.

 Nurture nature 
The community’s oak nursery provides trees 

for the residents’ backyard habitats. Extra 

native oaks are made available for other 

community restoration projects. 
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 Access for all 
Units accomodate diverse populations and 

contain unique features specifically 

designed to address accessibility and 

affordability. The community layout also 

allows wildlife to create safe homes nearby.

5

White-breasted nuthatch (Lloyd Spitalnik), 

Farewell to spring (Curt Zonick), Western 

tanager (Curt Zonick) 

Inhabitant profiles

4

“Using a replicable, rhythmic, modest 

accessory dwelling unit as a way of 

achieving LEED Platinum density is a big, 

well thought through idea.” 
 – James Winkler, jurist

“For the general public, this design 

presents familiar forms and prescribes 

material that can be found on the market, 

in addition to all the ‘sustainability’ bells 

and whistles.” – Susan Szenasy, jurist
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Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Suzanne Flynn, Auditor

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Architects, conservation biologists, environmental engineers, landscape architects, 
landscape ecologists and restoration ecologists must be eager to learn from each 
other if we are to invent new, environmentally beneficial patterns for the one world 
that we all share.”—Joan Nassauer, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities • KPFF  
PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson
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areas for birds and small mammals. Species 
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with the seasons, making the labyrinth an 
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a habitat of long-lived oak trees over genera-
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create a legacy for future residents. “The 

trees in the street are old trees used to living 

with people/Family trees that remember your 

grandfather’s name.” – Stephen Vincent Benet
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accessory dwelling unit as a way of 
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material that can be found on the market, 

in addition to all the ‘sustainability’ bells 

and whistles.” – Susan Szenasy, jurist

Prin
ted

 o
n

 10
0

%
 recycled

-co
n

ten
t p

ap
er; 5

0
%

 p
o

st-co
n

su
m

er fib
er.

600 NE Grand Ave. 

Portland, OR 97232-2736

www.oregonmetro.gov

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

PORTLAND OR
PERMIT NO. 1246

Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Suzanne Flynn, Auditor

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Architects, conservation biologists, environmental engineers, landscape architects, 
landscape ecologists and restoration ecologists must be eager to learn from each 
other if we are to invent new, environmentally beneficial patterns for the one world 
that we all share.”—Joan Nassauer, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities • KPFF  
PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson



Oaks and folks: 
Generational  
neighborhoods
Long-lived homes and trees 

are at the heart of this design. 

New homes are comprised 

of quality materials and 

functional, sustainable design 

principles that stand the 

test of time and provide for 

exceptionally long habitation 

and use (100+ years). Over 

time, a mixed-age stand of 

oaks — including legacy, 

old growth trees — ages 

along with the community 

homes and families. 

Narrow streets for walking, 

generous porches, a shared 

community committment to 

environmental stewardship 

and a neighborhood park 

create a tree-canopied 

environment where people 

feel connected to the wildlife, 

the oak trees and each other. 

Neighborhood infill development and oak woodland

Team members
Nicolas Papaefthimiou 
Jonna Papaefthimiou 
Portland, OR 
e-mail: ndpapa@gmail.com 

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Jurists
Stefan Behnisch, principal 
Behnisch Architects 
Stuttgart, Germany  
and Venice, Calif.

Joan Nassauer, professor 
Landscape architecture  
University of Michigan  
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Tom Schueler, founder 
Center for Watershed Protection  
Ellicott City, Md.

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief 
Metropolis Magazine  
New York, N.Y.

Jim Winkler, president  
Winkler Development Corporation 
Portland, Ore.

David Yocca, director 
Conservation Design Forum  
Elmhurst, Ill.

3 C AT E G O R Y

Honorable 
Mention

“The illustration of front 

porches that open out 

to canopied, green areas 

really captures a sense 

of community space and 

the importance of indoor/

outdoor relationships.” 

– James Winkler, jurist



re-STORY | reSTORE

Decentralized power sources 

Oaks of all ages

Labyrinth landscape

Generation gab 

Access for all 

Nurture nature

Porches face community space 

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Neighborhood infill development and oak woodland

 C AT E G O R Y3Honorable Mention

 1 Decentralized power  
sources
Like a tree, these homes are powered by water 

and sunlight. High-tech rooftop tube collectors 

and photovoltaic panels generate on-site, 

renewable energy based on each household’s 

specific needs. Features such as recycled 

materials, efficient space heating and water use, 

and natural ventilation create homes that simply 

use less energy and natural resources — another 

great way to protect wildlife habitat! 

Snapshot of a winner
What if our communities included amenities that connect future 

generations to nature and the place they call home? Here, a housing 

community nurtures native oak species in a shared greenhouse. 

Residents commit to a neighborhood stewardship agreement that 

includes planting trees to establish forest canopy and improve wildlife 

habitat. Park programs include storytelling by elders and youth to share 

cross-generational knowledge and foster strong community bonds.

 2 Oaks of all ages
A generous greenspace is included with each 

property for oak habitat restoration.  The 

homeowner’s manual suggests timelines and 

plans for oak and understory plantings. Over 

time, the neighborhood will include young 

oaks, slow-growing mature oaks, and even 

oaks that provide valuable deadwood habitat. 

This kind of tree species diversity is critical 

for long-term habitat health and stability.  

 3 Labyrinth landscape 
The park space includes a unique maze of trails 

and gathering areas composed of native shrubs 

and forbs. The native plant palette provides an 

stimulating array of colors, shapes and layers 

that are also good food sources and nesting 

areas for birds and small mammals. Species 

such as hazelnut, snowberry, serviceberry, 

Douglas hawthorn, oceanspray, thimbleberry, 

and nootka rose grow, bloom and change color 

with the seasons, making the labyrinth an 

active, ever-changing community feature. 

   Generation gab 
A ‘storytelling’ booth is a simple enclosure in 

which to listen and share local legends and  

adventures. Stories connect people to each 

other and to the land, creating a sense of 

community and purpose essential to restoring 

a habitat of long-lived oak trees over genera-

tions. Everyone is invited to contribute and 

create a legacy for future residents. “The 

trees in the street are old trees used to living 

with people/Family trees that remember your 

grandfather’s name.” – Stephen Vincent Benet

re-STORY | reSTORE: Restoring the 

landscape creates opportunities to  

connect with nature and each other

 Porches face  
community space 
Generous porches oriented toward open 

spaces create opportunities for wildlife-

watching and connecting with new and 

longtime neighbors.

 Nurture nature 
The community’s oak nursery provides trees 

for the residents’ backyard habitats. Extra 

native oaks are made available for other 

community restoration projects. 

1

3

2

45

6

7

6

7

 Access for all 
Units accomodate diverse populations and 

contain unique features specifically 

designed to address accessibility and 

affordability. The community layout also 

allows wildlife to create safe homes nearby.

5

White-breasted nuthatch (Lloyd Spitalnik), 

Farewell to spring (Curt Zonick), Western 

tanager (Curt Zonick) 

Inhabitant profiles

4

“Using a replicable, rhythmic, modest 
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