
	What do Portland State University, OHSU, and 
OMSI have in common with Central Eastside, 
Sellwood/Moreland and Milwaukie?  In the 
future, all will be linked by a new MAX light 
rail line from downtown Portland through 
southeast neighborhoods and into north Clacka-
mas County. The Portland to Milwaukie Light 
Rail project - the second part of a two-phased 
plan to bring light rail to the southeast portion 
of the region – is in the final phase of environ-
mental analysis, a supplemental draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (SDEIS).

Metro is leading the project in partnership with 
TriMet, ODOT, Multnomah and Clackamas 
counties, and the cities of Portland, Milwaukie 
and Oregon City.  

The project will extend the region’s popular 
light rail system on a new 6.5 mile alignment 
from downtown Portland, across the Willamette 
River, and south to Milwaukie or possibly Oak 
Grove. Project planning will continue – with 
opportunities for public input – through summer 
2008. Construction could occur as soon as 2011.

A	Brief	History

 The Portland to Milwaukie light rail alignment 
has been studied and evaluated several times 
over the past 25 years. In fact, it was one of the 
first corridors considered at the onset of regional 
light rail planning in the 1980s. The current 
project is Phase II of the South Corridor Study. 
Phase I resulted in the light rail project currently 
under construction on the downtown Portland 
transit mall and I-205. 

 The current study is re-evaluating the 2003 
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA), the light 
rail alignment recommended by the public. The 
SDEIS is updating the LPA for environmental 
changes since 2003 and consulting with commu-
nities about additional design options to con-
sider. A growing regional population, changing 
land uses and emerging development opportuni-www.metro-region.org

ties in South Waterfront, the Central Eastside 
and downtown Milwaukie require a fresh look.  

	 Alternatives	

	 •	 No	Build
	 •	 Light	Rail	Alternative	

	 Alignment	Options

	 •	 2003	LPA,	plus:
	 •	 Four	Willamette	River	crossing	options
	 •	 Tillamook	Branch	alignment	option
	 •	 Park	Avenue	extension	option

Alternatives	and	Alignment	Options

The SDEIS is considering two alternatives – the 
No Build and the Light Rail alternative. Basi-
cally this means looking at what the southeast 
region’s transportation options will be in the 
future with and without light rail. The No Build 
alternative provides a basis for comparing the 
benefits, costs and impacts for the 2003 LPA and 
alignment options.  

The No Build considers existing transit services 
and facilities as well as planned improvements 
from the Regional Transportation Plan by 2025. 
It includes modest upgrades for existing bus ser-
vice and additional park and ride facilities in the 
corridor, such as the already-planned 330-space 
park and ride at the former Southgate Cinema. 
The No Build alternative also includes current 
and planned road improvements, such as street 
network improvements and better I-5 access for 
South Waterfront. 

The Light Rail alternative is a new 6.5-mile 
light rail line extending from the MAX network 
under construction on Portland’s downtown 
transit mall at SW Jackson Street to a southern 
terminus at either SE Lake Road in Milwaukie 
or SE Park Avenue near Oak Grove. The line 
features 11-13 new light rail stations and three 
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to four new park and ride facilities with up to 
2,600 new parking spaces. A key feature of the 
line will be a new bridge across the Willamette 
River between the Marquam and Ross Island 
bridges. The bridge would accommodate bikes, 
pedestrians, streetcar, light rail and possibly 
buses.

The Light Rail alternative generally follows	the 
2003 LPA alignment with three notable excep-
tions – at the river crossing and two areas south 
of SE Tacoma Street.  

The Willamette River crossing location is being 
evaluated because of the desire to serve the 
growing South Waterfront district, which has 
evolved greatly since 2003. The LPA align-
ment extends from Harbor Drive to RiverPlace 

before crossing the river to OMSI. Four new 
crossing locations are also being studied. Each 
would extend the alignment further south along 
Harbor Drive before turning east to a new sta-
tion in the future OHSU Schnitzer campus and 
crossing the river to station locations just south 
of OMSI.

In addition to the 2003 LPA, the Light Rail 
alternative also will examine two new options 
– the Tillamook Branch alignment and the SE 
Park Road extension. The LPA alignment paral-
lels McLoughlin Boulevard south of Holgate 
before turning east at a Milwaukie park and 
ride station and turning south through down-
town Milwaukie. The 2005 Milwaukie Working 
Group suggested another option using the Til-

lamook Branch alignment to the 
east of McLoughlin Boulevard 
south of SE Tacoma Street. 

The Working Group also sug-
gested a southern terminus of 
the line at a site on Kellogg 
Lake. This site is no longer 
viable for transit use so the 
exact location of the terminus 
and park and ride facility was 
reviewed. As a result, a proposal 
to extend the alignment further 
south of Milwaukie along  
McLoughlin Boulevard to a 
terminus at SE Park Avenue also 
will be studied in the SDEIS.
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For	more	
information
To learn more about  
the project or get on  
the mailing list, call  
503 -797-1755 or send 
e-mail to trans@metro.
dst.or.us. For information 
on Phase I of the South 
Corridor Project, visit 
www.metro-region.org.
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Portland - Milwaukie 
Light Rail Project
Portland - Milwaukie 
Light Rail Project
South Corridor Phase II South Corridor Phase II 

South Corridor Phase II 2003 LPA

Existing Light Rail

South Corridor Phase I 
(under construction)

Existing Streetcar

Portland Streetcar Loop Project

Central City

Town Center

Open Spaces - Park

Portland Aerial Tram
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South Corridor Phase II 2003 LPA station/
South Corridor Phase II 2003 LPA Park & Ride

Station Design Option/ Park & Ride OptionP
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