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STREETCAR

Advantages and Disadvantages

Advantages Disadvantages | = Issues |

Strong ridership - 8,700 daily riders on Ridership may not be achievable with

BRT line transit priority measures assumed in the
analysis - future congestion makes
intersection queues longer

Low initial capital cost of $50 million High ongoing local TriMet operating
(2007 dollars). Could be funded through ~ and maintenance costs of $8.0 million
federal Small Starts Program per year for the BRT line

Could allow Willamette Shoreline to be Value of Willamette Shoreline right-of-
used as a trail with minimal improvements way could be lost as local match to
for a cost of $7.3 million leverage federal funds for a transit project

Property impacts limited to eight Highway 43 operating environment is
intersections where some travel time too constrained to allow for an
advantage could be gained through queue exclusive bus lane that would maximize
jumps and signal priority speed and reliability

Operational flexibility allows for future Future reliability is a function of traffic
expansion and different operating congestion and the ability to maintain
scenarios to adapt to future conditions schedules

Advantages Disadvantages

Further study should look at vehicle
type and operating plan to maximize
future capacity

Need to make sure that operating
speeds are attainable and that
mitigation of residential impacts is
considered in DEIS

Trade-off between one-time only federal
funding (New Starts) and ongoing local
TriMet operating costs

Very expensive to create continuous
trail, may need to consider alternatives like
putting bikes on Streetcar through the
pinch points

Finance Plan will address different
funding scenarios and local funding
mechanisms
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trips per day

Strong public support expressed through
project meetings

Documented economic benefits such as
avoided auto and parking costs, health
benefits, support for trail-related retail sales
and tourism, increased property values
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