First Publication: 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation with Preliminary Findings of De Minimis Impacts to Public Parks

South Corridor Phase II, Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS: The Federal Transit Administration, Metro and TriMet have issued a Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the following project. Cooperating agencies are the US Coast Guard, US Army Corps of Engineers, and Federal Highway Administration.
PROJECT NAME: South Corridor Phase II, Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project
LOCATION OF PROPOSAL: The Portland-Milwaukie project proposes development of light rail transit between downtown Portland, Oregon the City of Milwaukie and north Clackamas County.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL: The Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) updates and supplements information contained in the South/North Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement that was published in February 1998. It also considers findings from the South Corridor SDEIS published in December 2002. 

This SDEIS examines a No-Build Alternative and a Light Rail Alternative for the Portland-Milwaukie Corridor. The Light Rail Alternative is represented by the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA), identified in 2003 by the Metro Council at the conclusion of the South Corridor SDEIS, and related alignment and design options.  The alignment options examined include 11-15 stations and park and rides accommodating between 1475 and 2600 spaces.  
The Light Rail Alternative includes five alignment options for a new transit bridge across the Willamette River.  The bridge would include two sets of light rail track, would provide separated pedestrian and bicycle facilities and would accommodate streetcar on the light rail tracks.  In addition, buses could be rerouted from congested routes to travel on the guideway.  The river crossing alignment options would provide connections between various locations near the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) in the Central Eastside Industrial District on the east side and South Waterfront or RiverPlace on the westside.

The Light Rail Alternative also includes three alignment options south of SE Tacoma Street.  The options travel through the North Industrial Area either along Main Street or the Tillamook Branch freight rail line and terminate either at Lake Road in downtown Milwaukie or at Park Avenue and McLoughlin in northern Clackamas County.  

The Supplemental Draft EIS defines the alternatives, their benefits and trade-offs, and analyzes potential transportation, community and environmental effects. This analysis also considers the financial feasibility and cost-effectiveness of the alternatives. The Supplemental Draft EIS also discusses alternatives not brought forward for further evaluation and provides the reasons why they were not.
EIS PROCESS:  Beginning on May 9, 2008, a 45-day comment period is provided until noon, Monday, June 23, 2008 and further described below.  After the comment period, a decision on a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) is expected to be made in summer 2008.  After adoption of the LPA, preliminary engineering will commence and a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) will be prepared.  The FEIS will determine the specific mitigation to be provided by the project based on consideration of comments provided during the SDEIS comment period and agency coordination during the LPA deliberation process, preliminary engineering stage and preparation of the FEIS.  
SECTION 4(f) PROCESS: The Supplemental Draft EIS also provides analysis under Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  There are four parkland resources that could be affected by this proposed light rail project.  After the Locally Preferred Alternative decision and just prior to the completion of the FEIS, a Section 4(f) determination will be made by the Federal Transit Administration.  This Section 4(f) determination will be made after consideration of minimization, mitigation and enhancement measures and could result in a de minimis conclusion. 

PRELIMINARY SECTION 4(f) FINDINGS OF DE MINIMIS IMPACT: The Administration is also seeking public review and comment on proposed findings of de minimis impact to the public parks listed below.   A de minimis impact is one that will not adversely affect the features, attributes or activities qualifying the property for protection under Section 4(f) (defined in 23 CFR 774.17).  Findings of de minimis impact are anticipated for the following public parks in the cities of Portland and Milwaukie and in Clackamas County, OR:

·   South Waterfront Park; North of Marquam Bridge on the west side of the Willamette River, Portland; build a bridge above the park and acquire less than a tenth of an acre on the southern edge.

·   Eastmoreland Golf Course; 7605 SE McLoughlin Blvd, Portland; acquire a strip of land along an existing street right of way, outside of the golf course area.

·   Robert Kronberg Nature Park (planned), City of Milwaukie; acquire up to a tenth of an acre for an elevated light rail structure.

·   Trolley Trail (planned), Clackamas County, Oregon; acquire approximately .87 of an acre of land reserved for the planned trail, and realigning the proposed trail to the west, beside the proposed light rail guideway. 

DRAFT EIS AND SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION AVAILABILITY: The Draft EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation can be downloaded electronically through the project’s main web site: www.oregonmetro.gov/southcorridor 

Printed copies of the Draft EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation are also available for review at the following public libraries and meeting places:

· Multnomah County Central Library: 801 SW 10th Ave, Portland, OR 97205; 

· Portland State University – Branford P. Millar Library: 1875 SW Park, Portland, OR 97201;

· Clackamas County Library – Oak Lodge Library: 16201 SE McLoughlin Blvd, Oak Grove, OR 97267; 

· Milwaukie Ledding Library: 10660 SE 21st Ave, Milwaukie, OR 97222; 

· Sellwood-Moreland Library: 7860 SE 13th Ave, Portland, OR 97202; 

· Oregon Health & Science University Library: 3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd, Portland, OR 97239;

· Sellwood Community Center: 1436 SE Spokane St, Portland, OR 97202;
Additionally, copies have been provided to all active neighborhood associations in the project area. Please contact your neighborhood leader to request to borrow the document.

You may also request a CD-ROM or printed copy of the Draft EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation by submitting a request to trans@oregonmetro.gov, or by calling (503) 797-1756.   

DRAFT EIS COMMENT PERIOD:  The project team will accept comments on the Draft EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation during the 45-day comment period, from May 9, 2008 until noon, Monday, June 23. 2008.  Comments can be emailed to trans@oregonmetro.gov.  Written comments will also be accepted and should be sent to:

Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project

Metro

600 NE Grand Avenue

Portland, OR 97232

OPEN HOUSES: Open houses will share the information available in the SDEIS. Open houses will be held:

May 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Cleveland High School

3400 SE 26th Ave.
Portland, OR  97202
May 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Marriott Residence Inn, Broadway Room

2115 SW River Parkway

Portland, OR 97201
May 27, 2008, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Rex Putnam High School Cafeteria

4950 S.E. Roethe Road

Oak Grove, OR 97267 

May 28, 2008, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Milwaukie High School Cafeteria

11300 S.E. 23rd Avenue
Milwaukie, OR 97222
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Public hearings to provide information and accept comments on the Draft EIS and proposed findings of Section 4(f) de minimis parkland impacts will be held on:

Monday, June 9, 2008, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Metro Council Chambers, 600 NE Grand Ave, Portland, OR 97232

All testimony given at this hearing and written comments received from May 9, 2008 until noon, Monday, June 23, 2008 will be included in the hearing record and will be considered by the project administrators in their selection of a preferred alternative.

It is the purpose of this notice and of the hearing to provide for the exchange of information regarding the effect of the proposed project on the community.  This purpose is in accordance and pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act and the Federal Highway Act (Title 23 U.S.C., 101 et. Seq.128) and amendments.  It is also in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (RCW 43.21 c), State Environmental Policy Act Rules (WAC 197-11) and the Transportation Commission and Department of Environmental Policy Act Rules (WAC 468-12).  And it is in accordance with Title 23 U.S.C., 138 and Title 49 U.S.C., 303 which were originally enacted as Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information (From the Draft EIS)

If you would like copies of this document in an alternative format, please call (503) 797-1756. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project staff using Telecommunications Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1.
Title VI (From the Draft EIS)

The Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project team ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. 

