
Having choices about how we get around – on bike, foot, 
buses, streetcar, light rail and in cars – is an important part 
of keeping the Portland metropolitan region, and your 
neighborhood, a great place to call home. The Portland to 
Milwaukie Light Rail Project, selected by the region in 2003 
as the second part of a two-phased plan to bring light rail to 
the southeast portion of the region, would offer a new,  
efficient and economical way to travel between neighbor-
hoods in North Clackamas County, Milwaukie, Southeast 
Portland, the South Waterfront area, RiverPlace and  
downtown Portland.  

Metro is leading the Portland to Milwaukie Light Rail  
project in partnership with TriMet, the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), the cities of Milwaukie, Oregon 
City and Portland, and Clackamas and Multnomah counties. 
The SDEIS project team currently is completing a federally-
required environmental analysis that will document the costs, 
impacts and benefits of the project.  

This environmental analysis, called a Supplemental Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS), will update a prior 
SDEIS for the South Corridor that was completed in 2003.  
The results of the analysis will be available for public review 
and comment in spring 2008. 

www.metro-region.org

PROJECT PARTNERS

Cities of Milwaukie,  
Oregon City and Portland

Clackamas and Multnomah  
counties

Oregon Department  
of Transportation

TriMet

Metro

Keeping your neighborhood 
a great place to call home

Portland–Milwaukie
L I G H T  R A I L  P R O J E C T



Portland to Milwaukie 
Light Rail
The purpose of the SDEIS is to evalu-
ate the alignment and station options 
shown on the project map on page 
one.  

The SDEIS considers nearby land 
uses, economic development op-
portunities, effects on surrounding 
communities, visual and aesthetic 
effects, use of parkland or historic 
sites, future transit connections and 
potential traffic impacts. It evalu-
ates environmental factors like air 
and water quality, noise and vibra-
tion and construction impacts. A 
financial analysis focuses on capital, 
operations and maintenance costs, 
potential funding sources and project 
phasing.

The Portland to Milwaukie Light 

Rail Project would result in:

• A new 6.5-mile light rail route 
between Portland and Milwaukie 
with a terminus at Lake Road in 
Milwaukie or Park Avenue in the 
Oak Grove community of Clack-
amas County. In Portland, the 
route would connect to the exist-
ing light rail system at the south 
end of the new Portland Mall at 
Portland State University.

• Eleven to 13 new light rail sta-
tions.

• Three to four new park and- 
ride facilities with approximately 
2000 new parking spaces.

• A new bridge across the  
Willamette River between the 
Marquam and Ross Island 
bridges.

To view project maps, visit www.
metro-region.org/southcorridor.

For the purposes of the SDEIS, the 
proposed light rail project will be 
compared to a no-build alternative. 
The no-build alternative serves as a 
reference point to gauge the benefits 
costs and impacts of the light rail 
project. The no-build alternative 

A project Steering Committee com-
prised of elected and appointed of-
ficials from Metro, TriMet, the Or-
egon Department of Transportation, 
the cities of Milwaukie, Oregon 
City and Portland, and Clackamas 
and Multnomah counties provides 
on-going policy-level guidance to 
the project team.  The Metro Coun-
cil, after reviewing recommenda-
tions from the Steering Committee, 
local jurisdictions and the public, is 
responsible for making final project 
decisions. 

Citizen Advisory  
Committee members: 
Rick Williams, Chair, Portland  

David Aschenbrenner, Milwaukie 

Mike Bolliger, Portland  

Valerie Chapman, Clackamas County  

Barbara Dimick, Clackamas County 

David Edwards, Clackamas County  

Lisa Ferguson, Milwaukie  

Michael Gebhardt, Portland  

Susan Hartnett, Portland  

Christopher Heaps, Portland  

Greg Hemer, Milwaukie  

Gary Hunt, Milwaukie 

Joanna Jenkins, Portland  

Michole Jensen, Clackamas County  

Theresa Langdon, Portland 

Susan Pearce, Portland 

Nicole Peterson, Portland  

Valeria Ramirez, Porltand  

Dan Zalkow, Portland

The project’s Citizen Advisory 
Committee, made up of community 
and business leaders and advocacy 
group representatives, makes recom-
mendations, along with the Project 
Management Group, to the Steering 
Committee. All interested commu-
nity members are invited to attend 
Steering Committee and Citizen Ad-
visory Committee meetings to learn 
about the project and provide input. 
A calendar of project meetings is 
available at www.metro-region.org

Steering Committee  
members:
Brian Newman,  
Metro Councilor District 2, Chair 

Robert Liberty,  
Metro Councilor District 6 

Jim Bernard,  
Mayor of Milwaukie

Alice Norris,  
Mayor of Oregon City 

Sam Adams,  
City of Portland Commissioner 

Lynn Peterson,  
Clackamas County Commissioner 

Maria Rojo DeSteffey,  
Multnomah County Commissioner

Fred Hansen,  
TriMet General Manager

Jason Tell,  
Region 1 Director, Oregon  
Department of Transportation

Rick Williams,  
Citizen Advisory Committee Chair
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Message from  

Sam Adams 
City of Portland Commissioner 

The City of Port-
land is excited 
to be part of the 
planning for a 
new light rail line 
that will connect 
downtown Port-

land to southeast Portland neigh-
borhoods and the City of Mil-
waukie. Making this connection 
will require a new bridge across 
the Willamette River. The new 
bridge will be located between the 
Marquam and Ross Island bridges 
in the South Waterfront district.   

The new bridge will help cre-
ate a unique linkage between the 
Oregon Museum of Science and 
Industry (OMSI) and Oregon 
Health Science University (OHSU). 
Both institutions are of statewide 
and regional significance and are 
currently preparing master plans 
to guide their future development. 
The proposed light rail bridge 

New Willamette  
River bridge
In 2003 the Metro Council directed 
staff to include a new Willamette 
River bridge as part of the Portland 
to Milwaukie Light Rail project. 
The project team is still working to 
determine the bridge alignment that 
will be studied in the SDEIS. 

In addition to the previously studied 
location located between OMSI and 
RiverPlace, the team is considering 
four possible locations for the new 
Willamette River bridge, between 
the Marquam and Ross Island 
bridges, that will connect to the 
growing South Waterfront neighbor-
hood. With the new options, the east 
bridgeheads would be near either 
SE Sherman Street or SE Caruthers 
Street. The west bridgeheads would 
be near SW Porter Street or SW 
Meade Street.  The new bridge 
would accommodate bikes, pedestri-
ans, streetcar, light rail and, possibly, 
buses. 

includes existing transit service and 
improvements to the transit and road 
system that are anticipated for con-
struction by the year 2030 without 
new sources of transportation funds. 

Message from  

Lynn Peterson  
Clackamas County Commissioner 

Clackamas County 
is excited to be part 
of planning the 
Portland-Milwaukie 
light rail line, the 
second light rail 
line that will more 

closely tie our County to important 
destinations such as Gresham, Hills-
boro, downtown Portland, the Expo 
Center and the airport.

We are all seeking more environmen-
tally friendly, sustainable ways to live 
our lives and conduct our business. 
Light rail is a significant part of a 
sustainable transportation system, 
and we are confident that this option 
will benefit our citizens and business-
es. Light rail will allow the increas-
ing amount of traffic anticipated in 
the future to flow more safely and 
smoothly in the McLoughlin Boule-
vard corridor. 

The I-205 light rail line between 
Portland and Clackamas Town Cen-
ter is under construction and sched-
uled to open in 2009. The planned 
line to Milwaukie will provide even 
more opportunities for people to 
work, play and shop in our vibrant, 
growing County. We are pleased to 
be working with all of our regional 
partners on this important expansion 
of light rail. 

There have been, and will continue 
to be, many opportunities for citizens 
to help design this investment to cre-
ate a more livable, safe and vibrant 
community. I encourage all citizens 
to stay informed and be a part of this 
step forward for transportation op-
tions in Clackamas County.

could create unique opportunities 
for public-private partnerships. 
Connecting these two institutions 
will involve planning for light rail, 
streetcar, buses, pedestrians and bi-
cycles on the bridge as well as inte-
grating these modes with greenway 
connections and roadway systems 
on both sides of the river.

To help address these issues in 
a coherent fashion, I asked our 
regional partners — TriMet and 
Metro — to join with the City and 
area property owners to evalu-
ate land use and transportation 
impacts. This group — the Wil-
lamette River Crossing Partnership 
— is charged with advising the 
Mayor and me on the transpor-
tation infrastructure needed to 
support the bridge and new devel-
opment on both sides of the river. 

The Partnership will also advise 
me, as the City’s representative on 
the light rail project Steering Com-
mittee, on the river crossing align-
ment options. The committee’s 
work is expected to conclude by 
February 2008.     

There have been and will be many 
opportunities for citizen input, 
including efforts to analyze station 
locations and improvements in 
southeast neighborhoods along the 
corridor. I encourage all citizens to 
stay informed, ask questions, at-
tend meetings and be a part of this 
move toward to sustainability.

We stand, along with our 

partners, ready to move 

toward the goal of 

providing safe and 

efficient transportation 

alternatives to those 

living along and in the 

south corridor –   

Jim Bernard, Milwaukie Mayor



Message from  

Jim Bernard 
Milwaukie Mayor

Milwaukie has been 
engaged in a com-
munity conversation 
about light rail for 
more than a decade. 
We have taken care 
to make sure our 

citizens are informed and engaged 
in this discussion.  As a partner in 
the Portland to Milwaukie light rail 
project, we look forward to partici-
pating in the SDEIS process that has 
just begun. 

Over the years our community has 
changed. We’re not the same Mil-
waukie we were ten years ago, and 
we’re excited by the prospect that, 
in another ten years, we will have 
changed even more. I’ve seen the 
kinds of opportunities and invest-
ment light rail has brought to other 
parts of the region and I believe the 
same will follow right here in  
Milwaukie. 

In the next six to nine months, 
TriMet, Metro and our jurisdic-
tional partners will work together to 
complete the SDEIS. Milwaukie City 
Council, and our citizens, are eager 
to participate in discussions regard-
ing station locations, safety and 
security and all of the other aspects 
of the various alignments. We stand, 
along with our partners, ready to 
move toward the goal of provid-
ing safe and efficient transportation 
alternatives to those living along and 
in the south corridor.
  

Safety and Security 
Task Force
Because safety and security has 
emerged as a significant issue 
related to the study of light rail 
alternatives, the project team 
has determined that these issues 
should be addressed during the 
SDEIS rather than during prelimi-
nary engineering and final design 
as in past practices. This approach 
offers community members and 
safety and security professionals 
an opportunity to be proactive in 
identifying principles for safety 
and security. 

Participation is open to the gen-
eral public. Those interested in, 
and able to make a commitment 
to participate for the duration 
of the project, may choose to be 
members of the Task Force. The 
project team is seeking a manage-
able-sized group comprised of 
members that represent a balance 
of perspectives and a cross-section 
of the project area. Anyone inter-
ested in safety and security is wel-
come to attend task force meetings 
on a drop-in basis. Meetings are 
expected to occur between Sep-
tember 2007 and February 2008. 

Imagining station  
communities
Imagine what a light rail station in 
your community might look like. Is 
the station a distinctive center with 
housing, restaurants, shops and 
offices? Does the station blend so 
seamlessly into your neighborhood 
that passers-by would think that it 
had always been there?  

Light rail stations can serve different 
purposes based on their location. 
In some locations, communities 
use light rail stations as a catalyst 
to encourage new development or 
redevelopment. In other areas, light 
rail stations serve existing businesses 
and residents. 

This phase of the Portland to Mil-
waukie Light Rail project will 
include a preliminary evaluation 
of station areas. This evaluation 
will start with defining a commu-
nity vision for each station area 
– what should stay the same about 
the station area and what could be 
improved – and end with identifying 
action steps to help cities create the 
station areas envisioned by commu-
nity members.  

The first set of community meetings 
for this station-by-station process 
will focus on Southeast Portland sta-
tions: Clinton Street, Rhine Street, 
Holgate Street, Bybee Boulevard 
and the proposed station at Harold 
Street.   

If you are interested in the future of 
these station areas, there are several 
ways to participate. 

You can go to www.metro-region.
org/south corridor to download 
materials to complete a self-guided 
station area tour. You’ll find aerial 
photos of station areas, information 
about guiding principles for station 
area development and an online 
comment form. You can complete 
the  station assessment on your own 
or with your neighborhood associa-
tion, business group, book club, 
neighbors or school group.  It will 
be available through November 
2007.



Get involved
Web site 
Visit www.metro-region.org/south-
corridor for the latest project infor-
mation and meeting schedule. You 
may also place your name on the 
mailing list and provide comments.

Small group briefings
If you belong to an organization 
that is interested in learning more 
about the project please call Phillip 
Kennedy-Wong at 503-797-1755 to 
schedule a briefing.

Newsletters
Newsletters, like this one, will be 
distributed periodically throughout 
the project. Place your name on the 
mailing list to continue receiving 
newsletters. Steering Committee and 
Citizen Advisory Committee meet-
ings will be advertised on the web 
site and are open to the public. 

Or, plan to attend one of the South-
east Portland station community 
kick-off workshops:

Clinton, Rhine and Holgate  
Station Workshop  
6 - 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 2
Cleveland High School
3400 SE 26th Ave., Portland

Harold, Bybee and Tacoma  
Station Workshop
6 - 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11
Sellwood Middle School

8300 SE 15th Ave., Portland

These workshops are your opportu-
nity to shape a vision for future sta-
tion areas and identify opportunities 
for positive community change in the 
station areas. 

Open houses to share and obtain 
input on the draft plans resulting 
from the workshops will be held in 
November 2007.

Station area planning workshops will 
be held at the southern end of the 
alignment over the winter.

Community open houses
Open houses will be held after the 
draft environmental analysis is com-
plete to give you the opportunity to 
review and discuss the costs, benefits 
and impacts with project staff and 
offer comments.

Public hearing  
and comment period
Community members will be  
invited to provide input on which 
alternative and design options 
should move forward during a 
public hearing held after the SDEIS 
is published. The Steering Commit-
tee will host a public hearing dur-
ing the comment period and review 
public comments as they deliberate 
about which alternative should be 
advanced as the Locally Preferred 
Alternative.

  

Message from  
Brian Newman,  
Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail  
Steering Committee chair and  
Metro Councilor, District 2

Metro is thrilled to 
see the Portland-Mil-
waukie Light Rail 
project continue to 
advance. From a 
regional perspective, 

this light rail line completes a long-
envisioned high capacity transit con-
nection between the central city and 
an important town center. And, the 
new Willamette river crossing will 
make new east-west links possible, 
not just for light rail but also for 
streetcar, pedestrians, bicycles and 
maybe even buses.

As a former Milwaukie City Coun-
cilor, I am excited at the prospect 
of what this new line can do for the 

City of Milwaukie and southeast 
Portland neighborhoods. A new 
connection to the existing transit 
system - light rail, streetcar and 
buses - will give people new travel 
choices and even make walking and 
biking more feasible for some. 

Metro will work with project part-
ners to complete the environmental 
analysis and ensure that residents 
and business owners along the line, 
as well as commuters across the 
region, will have ample opportunity 
to review results and share their ad-
vice and opinions about the project.

During my tenure at Metro, I have 
been proud to be involved with this 
light rail project.  

Despite the fact that I am leaving 
the Metro Council in early October, 
I will continue to be a strong advo-
cate for the project and I encourage 
all citizens to stay informed and 
participate as well. 

During my tenure at  

Metro, I have been proud 

to be involved with this 

light rail project. Despite 

the fact that I am leaving 

the Metro Council in early 

October, I will continue 

to be a strong advocate 

for the project and I en-

courage all citizens to stay 

informed and participate 

as well.–  
Brian Newman,  
Metro Councilor District 2



Contact information
City of Milwaukie  
Grady Wheeler, 503-797-7503

City of Oregon City  
Nancy Kraushaar,  503-496-1545

City of Portland 
Mauricio LeClerc, 503-823-7808

Clackamas County  
Ellen Rogalin, 503-353-4274

Multnomah County  
Ed Abrahamson,  
503-998-5050 x 29620

TriMet  
Claudia Steinberg, 503-962-2154

Oregon Department of  
Transportation 
Ralph Drewfs,  503-731-3359

Metro  
Phillip Kennedy Wong,  
503-797-1755

600 NE Grand Ave.
Portland, OR 97232
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Project Timeline

•

 

Fall  
2007 

Define alternatives 
for environmental 
analysis  (SDEIS)

• Commence station 
area assessment

Winter  
2007/2008

• Complete  
environmental  
analysis

• Complete  
station area

 assessment

Fall-Winter 
2008/2009

• Complete Final  
Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS).

• Complete preliminary  
engineering on  
the LPA

Spring-Summer 
2008

• SDEIS available for  
public review

• Hold public open  
house and hearing

• Select Locally  
Preferred  
Alternative (LPA)


