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Nature in Neighborhoods
Development as a catalyst for restoration

Mixed-use development and riparian forest

1 C AT E G O R Y C AT E G O R Y1 C AT E G O R Y1   First place 

“This work is a more naturally and 

freely-arranged form of density. It’s a 

well thought out project — it unifies all 

disciplines very well.” – David Yocca, jurist 

“ The residential buildings are grouped

to create a sense of community but are 

still open enough to allow the forest to 

connect through the development to the 

river banks.” – Stefan Behnisch, jurist

 Green thumbs 

Metro regional government 

Metro Council

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“The singular intent of this competition forced collaboration to take place. In that 

sense it was a spectacular success. It’s time to extend that collaboration into our daily 

work and on every project.” – Tom Schueler, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

•
• •



 1  Sustainable sites
Nature-friendly development practices look 

beyond the building envelope and focus on 

site designs that mimic nature’s processes. 

Thoughtful placement of buildings allows 

preservation of on-site soil, vegetation and 

trees and the ecosystem services they provide, 

such as preventing flooding, cleaning the water 

and air, and recharging ground water supplies. 

Plus residents enjoy lovely views and the 

experience of nature nearby, every day.  

Snapshot of a winner

 2  Development goal:  
restoration 
This design places habitat protection and 

restoration within its most important 

development goals. Development programs that 

protect and restore native habitats can increase 

property values. Restoration costs are recouped 

by higher sale prices. Habitat improvements 

are maintained by hands-on, community-

led restoration activities and home owner 

association (HOA) fees.

 3  From grey to green
Typical stormwater management plans use ‘grey’ 

infrastructure (like asphalt and pipes), that treat 

stormwater as waste, rather than a resource. 

Switching to ‘green’ infrastructure, such as 

rain gardens, vegetated swales, street trees, 

infiltration basins, and ecoroofs can be effective, 

beautiful approaches to managing stormwater 

on-site. These practices can also improve water 

quality, reduce operation and maintenance 

expenses over time, and become green, and become green, and

sustainable amenities in dense developments.

Nature in Neighborhoods: Urban 

areas like our neighborhoods can play 

a key role in improving human and 

environmental health  
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 4  Pre-fab(ulous)
Think pre-fabricated buildings are generic, 

low-quality boxes? Think again. Today’s 

pre-fab options feature cutting-edge, high-

quality designs that shorten construction times 

and lower costs. Smaller building footprints 

preserve natural resources and an emphasis 

on energy-efficient features and sustainable 

materials means today’s pre-fabs are a savvy 

building solution for the environmentally 

conscious developer, builder and dweller. 

 Footprint clusters 
All buildings are ‘clustered’ to allow for 

sweeping views. Cluster development 

patterns also protect natural resources and 

free more land for community/open space. 

6

7

 Multi-use trails
An extensive, multi-use trail network 

connects residents to various active 

transportation options, community 

buildings, recreational areas, the river and 

ultimately, the region.

5

Our cities, neighborhoods, buildings and backyards cover a large 

part of the region’s landscape. These developed, urban areas can 

provide important, ecologically significant habitats that play a crucial 

role in creating healthier homes for people, fish and wildlife. Nature 

in Neighborhoods’ design demonstrates how a dense, mixed-use 

development can improve water quailty and connect residents to nature, development can improve water quailty and connect residents to nature, 

while also providing amenities and active transportation options.while also providing amenities and active transportation options.

Oregon grape, downy woodpecker (U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife), painted lady butterfly 

(U.S. Fish and Wildlife)
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1    First place 

“This work is a more naturally and 

freely-arranged form of density. It’s a 

well thought out project — it unifies all 

disciplines very well.” – David Yocca, jurist 

“ The residential buildings are grouped

to create a sense of community but are 

still open enough to allow the forest to 

connect through the development to the 

river banks.” – Stefan Behnisch, jurist

 Green thumbs 
Units include a garden plot and also 

feature open air facades that maximize 

livable square footage. Terraces further 

connect living spaces with the gardens and 

other natural amenities outside. 
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Nature in your 
neighborhood 
Built and natural corridors 

are key features in Nature in 

Neighborhoods’ design scheme. 

These corridors connect  

residents to nature, as well as a 

larger network of  

surrounding habitats, parks, 

amenities and destinations. 

The compact, clustered  

building arrangement  

provides opportunities to 

increase tree canopy  

connectivity and vegetated 

connections between  

riparian areas, parks and 

buildings. Pervious, multi-use 

trails provide wildlife viewing 

opportunities and  

encourage residents to walk, 

run, and bike as the paths 

weave throughout the site. 

Homesite green enhancements 

like ecoroofs, garden areas 

and vegetated swales establish 

connections to nature at a 

dwelling’s doorstep, while also 

providing additional food and 

shelter for many river-loving 

species.

First  
place

Mixed-use development and riparian forest
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Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Jurists
Stefan Behnisch, principal
Behnisch Architects
Stuttgart, Germany 
and Venice, Calif.

Joan Nassauer, professorJoan Nassauer, professorJoan Nassauer
Landscape architecture 
University of Michigan  
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Tom Schueler, founderTom Schueler, founderTom Schueler
Center for Watershed Protection  
Ellicott City, Md.

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief
Metropolis Magazine  Metropolis Magazine  Metropolis
New York, N.Y.

Jim Winkler, president Jim Winkler, president Jim Winkler
Winkler Development Corporation
Portland, Ore.

David Yocca, director
Conservation Design Forum  
Elmhurst, Ill.

Team members
Arizona State University
Tempe, Ariz.

Tyler Stradling 
e-mail: t.straddling@gmail.com

Benjamin McDowell

Michael Nicoli

Todd Severson

“ The people living here

experience nature every day, 

all the time. This entry shows 

us some of the ways that 

design must change if we 

really are going to integrate 

habitat. It challenges some 

wide-spread ideas about 

urbanism.” 
 – Susan Szenasy, jurist 
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Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Suzanne Flynn, Auditor

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“The singular intent of this competition forced collaboration to take place. In that 

sense it was a spectacular success. It’s time to extend that collaboration into our daily 

work and on every project.” – Tom Schueler, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities • KPFF  
PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson




