
 

Date: Friday, February 8, 2013 
To: John Mermin 
From: Brian Monberg 
Subject: 2035 Regional Transportation Plan Amendments from East Metro Connections Plan 

 
The following is a proposed amendment to incorporate the top priority project identified through 
the East Metro Connections Plan process into the 2035 RTP Financially Constrained list. 
 
The East Metro Connections Plan (EMCP) is the first “mobility corridor refinement” plan identified 
in the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan to be implemented in our region.  A mobility corridor 
refinement plan aims to better integrate land use, community and economic development, 
environmental and transportation goals when identifying projects along major transportation 
corridors. EMCP project partners include the cities of Fairview, Gresham, Troutdale and Wood 
Village, Multnomah County, ODOT, and Metro. Additional participating entities include Damascus, 
Portland, Clackamas County, the Port of Portland and TriMet. 
 
This two year effort analyzed present and future transportation needs and opportunities and 
prioritized solutions for updates to the Regional Transportation Plan and project implementation. 
 
Project Refinements 
Members of the EMCP process propose to include the top priority project,  NE 238th Drive: Halsey 
Street to Glisan Street Freight and Multimodal Improvements,  for inclusion in the 2035 Regional 
Transportation Plan.   The project consists of improvements to the curvature of the road and 
construction of multimodal facilities. Elements include construction of a cross-section that includes 
a southbound travel lane with a passing lane, and a northbound travel lane, and bike and pedestrian 
facilities on both the northbound and southbound sides. The purpose for inclusion into the 2035 
RTP is to allow this project to be nominated as a top priority project for both the 2016-2018 STIP 
and MTIP cycles.  The estimated cost of this project is $9,000,000.  Members of the EMCP process 
are proposing to drop: 1)  RTP #11074, East Buttes Loop Trail: From Springwater Trail to Rodlun 
Road, a City of Gresham project in the amount of $8,300,000, and 2) RTP #10409, Beaver Creek 
Trail, a Multnomah County project in the amount of $1,400,000 from the Financially Constrained 
list.     
 
Policy Changes 
Consistent with the outcomes based planning framework of the Regional Transportation Plan and 
the mobility corridor strategy, the East Metro Connections Plan will advance updated policy 
elements to support project development identified in the plan.  Policy refinements will include the 
following: 
 
• The RTP freight network map (RTP figure 2.20) will be amended to reflect the proposed East 

Metro Connections Plan “freight grid”, including main roadway routes and road connectors. 
Projects developed on the “freight grid” will be designed for safe freight movement. 

• These changes will include updates to the regional freight network map.  Updates to the arterial 
and through network map and regional design classifications map will be updated for policy 
consistency with the freight network map. 



• The East Metro Connections Plan recommends adding a new proposed trail alignment to the 
regional trail plan.  The Sandy River to Springwater Trail would connect the “Sandy River 
Connections Plan” Trail concept to Mt. Hood Community College, Springwater District, and 
Springwater Corridor Trail.  Future master planning would identify route and design. 



Existing 238th - looking north

widened travel lanes, widened bicycle and pedestrian facility for safety
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1. widened lanes (15 foot 
northbound, 14 foot south-
bound)
2. 12 foot climbing lane
3. 10 foot multiuse facility 
(north and south bound)
4. retaining walls in two 
locations. Opportunities for 
landscaping.

Project located on 238th/242nd between 
Halsey and Glisan 



East Metro Policy Updates
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What is the regional freight network?
The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) has two types of freight designations:
• Main roadway routes are the “trunk” of the freight system - higher volume, 
major connectors with other regions.
• Road connectors have lesser volumes, provide connectivity to industrial/em-
ployment land and connect those more significant main roadway routes. 

What changes are proposed? 
• Remove, from the RTP freight network, Burnside between 181st and 223rd to 
reflect its actual usage. 
• Broaden the RTP freight network to include the following routes as road con-
nectors: 223rd between Glisan and Burnside; 257th/Kane from I-84 to US 26 
(Note: projects would not include major improvements that connect Kane to 
US 26 which might attract more through trips).
• Update the US 26/Hogan connector to be consistent with Springwater Plan.

Why propose changes to the freight network? 
Proposed changes to the RTP freight network would bring the use and function 
of plan area roads more in line and resolve land use conflicts. 

• Proposed freight network roads could see projects that increase their mobility 
(reducing stops/starts and travel time), that increase safety of other users and 
projects that accommodate trucks. 

• The RTP freight network map (figure 2.20) should be amended to reflect the 
proposed East Metro Connections Plan “freight grid”, including main roadway 
routes and road connectors. Projects developed on the “freight grid” will be 
designed for safe freight movement.

Amended freight 
network

Updates to other RTP road networks
Consistent with the updated Freight Network, updates will also occur to 
the Arterial and Throughway Network and the System Design Network.
• Update the 238th/242nd link north of Glisan.
• Update the US 26/Hogan connector to be consistent with Springwater 
Plan (identified as a proposed link on the proposed freight network).

Amended arterial and throughway network

Amended regional design classifications


