18135 SE Brooklyn Street
Portland, OR 97236-1049
Telephone 503-760-7990

Ceﬁtﬁﬂﬂial FAX 503-762-3689

April 16,2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:

Centennial School District is pleased to express support for 2014 TIGER grant funding for the
Southwest Corridor and Powell-Division Opportunity Crescent projects. Our region understands the
highly competitive nature of this program and has worked hard to limit the number of applications
and to ensure that all applications meet the program criteria.

The Southwest Corridor and Powell-Division projects are significant to our metropolitan region and
will focus resources on five important places and the educational institutions that define them: the
Mt. Hood Community College area; the Portland Community College Jade District; the region’s
Innovation Quadrant; the Portland Community College Sylvania neighborhood area; and the Tigard
Triangle.

Together, these two corridors create a single crescent connecting the east and west sides of the
metro region and reaching many neighborhoods characterized by higher poverty rates and more
ethnic diversity than in other parts of Portland. Centennial School District rests in the heart of the
Powell-Division corridor in the Mt. Hood Community College Area. More than 70% of our students
receive free and reduced lunch, and more than half of our families come from underserved
communities of color. As a school district, we partner with our community to create economic
opportunity and change the traditional trajectory of ongoing poverty for our students.

One of the significant challenges our community faces is access to economic and higher education
opportunities. Public transportation is less dense and accessible on the east side of the city that
Centennial School District serves. Greater transit opportunities would allow us to strengthen our
partnership with Mt. Hood Community College, enable our students to access other higher
education institutions, and provide greater economic opportunity for the Centennial community.

A 2014 TIGER grant for the Southwest Corridor and Powell-Division Opportunity Crescent projects
would help bring the benefits of high capacity transit to the entire Portland metropolitan region
and support the success of the next generation of residents by increased access to educational
opportunity areas in our region.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Samuel G. Breyer, Superintendent



