
“Urban infill density is achieved with a 

great sensitivity to the human and silent 

stakeholders in the neighborhood – a 

thoughtful approach to balancing the needs 

of the native and built environments.”

—Jim Winkler, jurist 

 1 Habitat to survive and 
thrive
A gray squirrel and Maeco, a young girl, both 

�nd suitable habitats for their needs and 

activities. 7 a.m., waking and foraging. 9 a.m., 

playing. Throughout the day both creatures 

explore, observe and collect treasures or 

gather food. 4 p.m., wander and explore. 8 

p.m., sleeping and nesting. The abundant 

trees and natural areas in the neighborhood 

are the backdrop for a day’s (extra) ordinary 

activities and adventures.  

Snapshot of a winner
While growing together, biological and cultural communities thrive, 

energy consumption is reduced and biodiversity increases. Ecological 

and cultural values inform environmental and land use policies, as well 

as development and conservation strategies. All of these actions restore 

and protect nature as the region grows, shaping life-supporting habitats 

for people, �sh and wildlife. “If there is really a major change in the 

landscape, there is likely a major change occurring in culture.” – Pierce Lewis

 2 Eco-community center
The eco-community center is at the heart of the 

neighborhood’s balance between conservation 

and development. Local participation in 

community sustainability projects is encouraged 

to improve biodiversity and restore ecological 

function. Residential in�ll in appropriate 

locations is collaboratively assessed for the 

asethetic charm and habitat value it adds to the 

neighborhood.

 3 A rain barrel for every home
Rain barrels situated at every home are a 

conscious reminder to the residents that rain 

is a resource. The community’s stormwater 

management plan also includes vegetated 

and grassy swales, in�ltration planters and 

basins, ecoroofs, pervious pavement alleyways, 

elevated boardwalks and turf block parking 

areas and patios. These nature-friendly features 

improve on-site �ltration, �ood capacity, 

and habitat diversity, while replenishing 

groundwater supplies.

  Four-dimensional planning
To grow together for the next 100+ years, 

green infrastructure, local agriculture, 

dwellings and community spaces are planned 

and balanced over time. At the neighborhood 

scale, the basic components of ecological and 

human systems evolve side-by-side, ultimately 

functioning together to create healthier homes 

for people, �sh and wildlife. A variety of in�ll 

housing is paired with expanses of greenspace 

and oak savannah habitat throughout the 

neighborhood.

Growing Together: Humans and 

other creatures wake, eat, explore and 

sleep; co-existing in healthy habitats.

 Snags, leaves, downed trees 
The tree canopy’s leaves provide shade and 

shelter. Downed trees and snags are 

maintained in habitat areas to preserve and 

nurture a multitude of species.

 Oak woodland restoration
Part of the community’s plan is to increase 

native landscapes and provide ways to 

enhance habitat for humans and wildlife, 

such as the native Oregon white oak.
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 Indicator species
Revealing the health of a habitat, indicator 

species include native flora and fauna such 

as Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana), 

Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly (Euphydras 

editha taylori), camas (Camassia quamash), and 

people (Homo sapiens).

5

Black-capped chickadee, oak leaves,  

Western gray squirrel (EDAW, Yost Grube 

Hall Architects) 

Inhabitant pro�les

4

“ The best submittals seemed to be the result of a new cooperation between 
practitioners, where scientists, landscape architects, architects, planners and engineers 
functioned within non-traditional rules of engagement.”  —Josh Cerra, project advisor
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Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to rede�ne the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs rede�ne current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities  KPFF  
PB  Otak  ESA Adolfson

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Neighborhood infill development and oak woodland
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Time, ecology, 
culture 
Through stewardship over 

time, the development in 

Growing Together becomes 

increasingly more nature-

friendly. By 2030, the 

neighborhood has been 

recon� gured to protect and 

restore habitat. Single family 

residences are converted 

to multi-family, yet more 

habitat emerges for wildlife. 

Both the cultural and natural 

landscapes enrich one another 

as they grow and � ourish, 

creating a healthy, vibrant and 

diverse community.

Neighborhood infi ll development and oak woodland

“A poetic proposal showing 

an understanding of 

life’s processes which are 

common to every creature 

looking to survive and 

thrive; it creates a place 

where it can happen.” 

—Susan Szenasy, jurist
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