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“These designs raise awareness and 

communicate the idea that green 

development can improve our 

communities, our health and our 

economy.” – David Yocca, jurist

 1 Invite nature in 
Every part of the built environment has 

been designed to protect and showcase the 

site’s ecosystem services and natural assets. 

Green infrastructure, a preserved wetland, 

and internal water features, plants and trees 

create a place-based shopping experience. 

These features also connect visitors to the 

natural resources and systems that enable the 

production of sustainable building supplies 

and improve water and air quality.

Snapshot of a winner
Bold ideas can lead to new types of development that enhance water 

quality and fish and wildlife habitat, while improving human health 

and well-being. In the Green Spine, structures breathe, parking lots 

bloom, and rooftops harvest water and sunlight from the sky. Imagine 

a ‘big box’ commercial site where built infrastructure and natural 

systems evolve together and each feature and resource perform multiple 

functions that benefit people, pocketbooks and the planet...

 2 Rainwater reflections
The reflecting pond at the north entry 

transforms built elements into more natural 

ones. Rainwater cascades from the roof down 

the glass wall, eventually filling the pond and 

an interior stream. The pond’s water level ebbs 

and flows, symbolizing the cyclical nature of 

the surrounding wetlands’ water cycle. As in 

nature, surface ripples eventually wear and 

round the pond’s edges. 

 3 Organic orchards +  
treehouse cafe 
An organic orchard with an integrated pest 

management (IPM) system produces pesticide-

free fruits and nuts for the treehouse cafe’s 

seasonal menus. Boardwalk planters and 

roof gardens help supplement the cafe’s 

delicious offerings, minimizing transportation 

needs, production costs, and environmental 

impacts. This central location is a hub of 

economic activity that also promotes a healthy 

environment for people and wildlife.

  Energy harvest  
Wind cowls — a hoodlike covering for 

increasing the draft of a chimney or ventilator   

— act as the lungs of the building, drawing 

in cool western breezes in the summer and 

releasing warm air from within. Other 

building features that harvest or capture 

energy from natural systems include solar 

panels, a greenhouse and vegetated walls. The 

extensive green roof system also provides 

shelter where wildlife can rest and feed.

The Green Spine:  

A central, vegetated wildlife corridor 

and wetland comprise the core  

elements of the site plan

 Park(ing) lots 
Parking lots double as gardens and 

stormwater treatment facilities, reducing 

the heat-island effect, improving water 

quality and turning vast slabs of asphalt 

into more pleasant, park-like spaces.

 Discovery center  
Engaging interpretive programs allow  

people to discover the natural world,  

observe wildlife, and see green product  

or sustainable behavior demonstrations.
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 Active transportation
Bike, run, walk, bird. Customers enjoy an 

extensive network of interconnected trails, 

parks and natural areas that provide 

recreation, as well as a way to transport 

large purchases via rental bike wagons.
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Spirea, red-wing blackbird nest, rough-

skinned newt
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“We really have to rethink the integration 

of neighborhoods, design, nature, 

architecture and planning and how all 

these things make our lives work for us.” 
 – Susan Szenasy, jurist

Pr
in

te
d

 o
n

 1
0

0
%

 r
ec

yc
le

d
-c

o
n

te
n

t 
p

ap
er

; 
5

0
%

 p
o

st
-c

o
n

su
m

er
 f

ib
er

.

600 NE Grand Ave. 

Portland, OR 97232-2736

www.oregonmetro.gov

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

PORTLAND OR
PERMIT NO. 1246

Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 
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Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6
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“The work from Integrating Habitats will translate into informing and enriching the 

way we treat one another and create healthier environments.” — Brook Muller, project advisor

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors
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PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson
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The reflecting pond at the north entry 

transforms built elements into more natural 

ones. Rainwater cascades from the roof down 

the glass wall, eventually filling the pond and 

an interior stream. The pond’s water level ebbs 

and flows, symbolizing the cyclical nature of 

the surrounding wetlands’ water cycle. As in 

nature, surface ripples eventually wear and 
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treehouse cafe 
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free fruits and nuts for the treehouse cafe’s 

seasonal menus. Boardwalk planters and 

roof gardens help supplement the cafe’s 

delicious offerings, minimizing transportation 

needs, production costs, and environmental 

impacts. This central location is a hub of 

economic activity that also promotes a healthy 

environment for people and wildlife.
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increasing the draft of a chimney or ventilator   

— act as the lungs of the building, drawing 

in cool western breezes in the summer and 

releasing warm air from within. Other 

building features that harvest or capture 

energy from natural systems include solar 

panels, a greenhouse and vegetated walls. The 

extensive green roof system also provides 

shelter where wildlife can rest and feed.

The Green Spine:  

A central, vegetated wildlife corridor 

and wetland comprise the core  

elements of the site plan

 Park(ing) lots 
Parking lots double as gardens and 

stormwater treatment facilities, reducing 

the heat-island effect, improving water 

quality and turning vast slabs of asphalt 

into more pleasant, park-like spaces.

 Discovery center  
Engaging interpretive programs allow  

people to discover the natural world,  

observe wildlife, and see green product  

or sustainable behavior demonstrations.
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 Active transportation
Bike, run, walk, bird. Customers enjoy an 

extensive network of interconnected trails, 

parks and natural areas that provide 

recreation, as well as a way to transport 

large purchases via rental bike wagons.
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“We really have to rethink the integration 

of neighborhoods, design, nature, 

architecture and planning and how all 

these things make our lives work for us.” 
 – Susan Szenasy, jurist
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Big box stores:  
destinations for 
people and wildlife
The Green Spine shows a 

new vision for integrating 

a site’s constructed and 

natural elements. All aspects 

of this design aim to change 

big box ‘norms.’ As green 

infrastructure in the built 

environment matures, it 

becomes an important, 

functional part of the 

preserved and existing natural 

systems that contribute to 

the site’s ecological health. 

Space once devoted solely 

to consumerism and cars is 

transformed into one that 

supports sustainable food 

production, vibrant wildlife 

habitat, use of recycled 

construction materials 

and active transportation 

alternatives like biking and 

walking. 

People’s 
choice

Commercial development and lowland hardwood forest

“The most compelling 

entries demonstrate 

how active collaboration 

can suggest simple but 

profound alternatives to 

the systems that hamstring 

urban landscapes.”  

– Joan Nassauer, jurist

Team member
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Center for Watershed Protection  
Ellicott City, Md.

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief 
Metropolis Magazine  
New York, N.Y.

Jim Winkler, president  
Winkler Development Corporation 
Portland, Ore.

David Yocca, director 
Conservation Design Forum  
Elmhurst, Ill.
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Bike, run, walk, bird. Customers enjoy an 

extensive network of interconnected trails, 

parks and natural areas that provide 
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