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Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Green Village

Mixed-use development and riparian forest
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“Outstanding from a planning standpoint. 

The urban form, pedestrian scale, mix of 

housing types and strong orientation to 

the river are all excellent qualities.” 

– David Yocca, jurist 

“These designers make a bold assumption 

in proposing to swap property with 

the adjacent park to achieve a larger 

contiguous habitat connection. I applaud 

the display of thinking beyond the site 

boundaries.”– Joan Nassauer, jurist

Know your neighbors 

Metro regional government 

Metro Council

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Our region has taken a leap forward. We’ve moved from mere production of green 

buildings to helping establish a richer and more authentic approach to a carbon-neu-

tral, environmentally-sensitive development strategy.” – Jim Winkler, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

•
• •



 1  Creative connections
Working in partnership with adjacent property 

owners, property boundary lines were 

extended into the nature park in exchange 

for a land easement south of the site. This 

reallocation created a larger wildlife habitat 

corridor that facilitates safe movement for 

species between the park and the stream. 

Community-led restoration efforts improve 

the habitat quality and build positive and build positive and

neighborhood relationships and connections.

Snapshot of a winner

 2  Regenerative design 
Any landscape has the potential to not only 

restore but regenerate natural ecosystem 

services and benefits. Here, the natural meander 

of the stream is restored and riparian shade 

trees are planted to reestablish viable fish 

habitat in an urban development. Not only 

are habitat, air and water quality improved, 

the site will continue to provide and increase 

these benefits as the vegetation matures and 

biodiversity increases.

 3  Subterranean strategy 
Underground parking becomes part of the 

stormwater management system. A break in 

prepared topsoil incorporates a light panel and 

water drain grating. Beneath the concrete ceiling 

and support beams, an irrigation cavity drains 

water through a dripline, along a green wall, 

and into water retention planters that are subtle, 

lush dividers between parking spaces. This 

vegetated, subterranean stormwater strategy 

also helps improve the air quality by removing 

particulate matter generated by car exhaust.

Green Village: Daily interactions 

between people and nature foster 

stronger, healthier communities and sense 

of place

1

3

2

4

5

6

7

Creative connections

Regenerative design

Subterranean strategy 

Clever corridors 

Transition zones 

Know your neighbors

Streamside dwelling

 4  Clever corridors 
All of the resident activities and amenities 

are concentrated along the same central 

corridor, achieving more expansive wildlife 

habitats elsewhere on site. The pedestrian-

friendly community features a ‘20-minute 

neighborhood’ concept: retail stores, cafes, 

an organic grocery store, a day care center, 

a community center, are all within walking 

distance of residences. The tree-lined corridor 

also includes a central plaza gathering area.

 Streamside dwelling 
Residences at the edge of the stream’s 

riparian area have smaller footprints and  

promote healthy interactions between the 

people and wildlife who both live there. 

6
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 Transition zones  
Developed areas and habitat areas are 

seamlessly linked by transition zones. These 

zones act as buffers that simultaneously 

bridge and distinguish between the built 

and natural environments . 

5

A transformation in site planning, development and management A transformation in site planning, development and management 

practices can elevate the importance of ecosystem services and 

preserve their essential functions, while improving the resiliency of 

our watersheds, the livability of our neighborhoods and the health 

of future generations. Green Village’s design integrates residents’ 

day-to-day needs with the local ecology by focusing on interactive 

connections to nature.

Tree swallow (U.S. Fish and Wildlife), 

Cedar waxwing (U.S. Fish and Wildlife), 

Chalcedona Checkerspot butterfly
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Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Green Village

Mixed-use development and riparian forest

1 Honorable Mention 

“Outstanding from a planning standpoint. 

The urban form, pedestrian scale, mix of 

housing types and strong orientation to 

the river are all excellent qualities.” 

– David Yocca, jurist 

“These designers make a bold assumption 

in proposing to swap property with 

the adjacent park to achieve a larger 

contiguous habitat connection. I applaud 

the display of thinking beyond the site 

boundaries.”– Joan Nassauer, jurist

 Know your neighbors 
Get to know the residents in your 

neighborhood – both people and wildlife.  

You may find partners for neighborhood-

scale restoration projects and build a 

network of local community stewards. 

Metro regional government 

Metro Council

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Our region has taken a leap forward. We’ve moved from mere production of green 

buildings to helping establish a richer and more authentic approach to a carbon-neu-

tral, environmentally-sensitive development strategy.” – Jim Winkler, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

•
••



Bold boundary lines 
for better design
Clean air, clean water and 

habitat areas do not stop at 

city limits, county lines or 

property boundaries. This 

design looks at the challenges 

that cross these lines and 

proposes bold partnerships 

and ‘out of bounds’ thinking 

to create higher quality 

habitat and vibrant, dense 

development. Property lines 

are redrawn, extending into 

the nature park in exchange 

for land to the south of the 

site, which is revegetated to 

improve the habitat value. This 

reallocation creates a wide 

habitat corridor to effectively 

facilitate species movement 

between the park and the 

stream. Dense clustering of 

amenities along a developed, 

‘human’ corridor fosters a safe, 

dynamic, walkable community. 

Honorable 
Mention

Mixed-use development and riparian forest
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Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Jurists
Stefan Behnisch, principal
Behnisch Architects
Stuttgart, Germany 
and Venice, Calif.

Joan Nassauer, professorJoan Nassauer, professorJoan Nassauer
Landscape architecture 
University of Michigan  
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Tom Schueler, founderTom Schueler, founderTom Schueler
Center for Watershed Protection  
Ellicott City, Md.

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief
Metropolis Magazine  Metropolis Magazine  Metropolis
New York, N.Y.

Jim Winkler, president Jim Winkler, president Jim Winkler
Winkler Development Corporation
Portland, Ore.

David Yocca, director
Conservation Design Forum  
Elmhurst, Ill.

Team members
Arizona State University
Tempe, Ariz.

Ashley Poulton 
e-mail: ashley.poulton@asu.edu

Juan A. Rodriguez Martin

Josh Trommler

Valeria Bravo

Brett Gehring

“It’s gratifying to see the

thoughtful application of 

current thinking on what 

makes human settlements 

sustainable for their 

inhabitants. Personal needs 

are taken care of with a day 

care, cafe, organic grocery 

store—necessities that usually 

require driving—in addition 

to creating a respectful 

relationship with nature.” 
 – Susan Szenasy, jurist 
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1Honorable Mention 

“Outstanding from a planning standpoint. 

The urban form, pedestrian scale, mix of 

housing types and strong orientation to 

the river are all excellent qualities.” 

– David Yocca, jurist 

“These designers make a bold assumption 

in proposing to swap property with 

the adjacent park to achieve a larger 

contiguous habitat connection. I applaud 

the display of thinking beyond the site 

boundaries.”– Joan Nassauer, jurist
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Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Suzanne Flynn, Auditor

www.oregonmetro.gov/integratinghabitats

“Our region has taken a leap forward. We’ve moved from mere production of green 

buildings to helping establish a richer and more authentic approach to a carbon-neu-

tral, environmentally-sensitive development strategy.” – Jim Winkler, jurist

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to redefine the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs redefine current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities • KPFF  
PB • Otak • ESA Adolfson




