
1.	 When	would	construction		 	
begin?

	 Depending	on	funding	and	other	proj-
ect	approvals,	construction	could	begin	
between	2011	and	2013.

2.	 When	would	light	rail	service		 	
begin?

	 As	early	as	2014	or	2015.

3.	 What	is	the	proposed	timeline			
for	the	project?	

	 A	simplified	schedule	for	the	project		 	
is	shown	below.	“SDEIS”	stands	for		 	
Supplemental	Draft	Environmental	Impact	
Statement,	a	document	required	by	the	
federal	government	for	a	project	like	this.

	
4.	 Will	there	be	impacts	to	traffic,		

business	or	private	property?
	 Construction	of	any	major	infrastructure	

project	inevitably	impacts	traffic,	busi-
nesses	or	neighboring	residential	areas.	
Through	the	SDEIS,	the	project	will	learn	
about	the	impacts	and	inconveniences	
posed	in	finer	detail.	

5.	 Will	light	rail	be	noisy?	Will	walls		
and	noise	barriers	be	installed?

	 In	general,	light	rail	does	not	create	signifi-
cant	noise	impacts.	However,	noise	impacts	
will	be	evaluated	as	a	part	of	the	SDEIS.	
Depending	on	the	results,	a	mitigation	
plan,	if	necessary,	will	be	suggested.	Typical	
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mitigation	might	involve	barriers,	sound	
walls	or	vegetation	to	block	the	noise	
impacts	to	nearby	properties.	

6.	 What	measures	will	be	taken	to	
protect	private	property	and		 	
schools	from	crime?

	 Safety	concerns	will	be	evaluated	as	part	
of	the	project.	Crime	Prevention	Through	
Environmental	Design	(CPTED),	a	nation-
ally	recognized	approach	to	designing	safe	
public	spaces,	will	be	applied.	These	prin-
ciples,	along	with	community	education	
programs	will	be	developed	and	imple-
mented	in	collaboration	with	local	neigh-
borhoods	and	schools.	TriMet	security	
collaborates	with	local	police	departments	
and	community	representatives	to	support	
the	greatest	degree	of	public	safety.	Light	
rail	also	brings	more	foot	traffic	which	can	
contribute	to	a	safe	environment.		

7.	 How	will	impacted	property	owners		
and	occupants	be	involved?	

	 The	project	team	has	already	begun	talk-
ing	with	potentially	impacted	property	
owners.	This	will	continue	as	more	infor-
mation	about	impacts	becomes	known	
through	detailed	engineering.	A	map	of	
the	alignment	is	available	online	at	www.
metro-region.org/southcorridor.	For	
more	information,	call	Metro’s	offices	at	
503-797-1756.
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8.	 How	will	light	rail	affect	the	ODOT		
preservation	project	on	McLoughlin		
Boulevard?

	 The	state	is	scheduled	to	improve	the	
sections	of	Southeast	McLoughlin	Bou-
levard	around	22nd	Avenue	in	the	sum-
mer	of	2007.	The	light	rail	project	could	
run	through	the	southern	portion	of	this	
project,	a	span	of	about	six	blocks.	ODOT,	
Metro	and	Clackamas	County	are	coor-
dinating	project	time	lines	and	design,	as	
much	as	possible,	to	avoid	unnecessary	
costs	and	project	delays.	

9.	 How	does	light	rail	affect	the	
	 Trolley	Trail	project?
	 Two	light	rail	design	options	consider	a	

southern	extension	to	Park	Avenue.	If	
the	project	were	to	extend	south	to	Park	
Avenue,	it	would	only	impact	about	one	
half	mile	of	the	trail	project.	Preliminary	
analysis	indicates	the	two	projects	could	fit	
within	the	existing	right	of	way.	Clacka-
mas	County	and	Metro	are	coordinating	
the	project	design	to	lessen	disruption	to	
both	projects.	Depending	upon	how	well	
construction	schedules	can	be	coordi-
nated,	some	parts	of	the	Trolley	Trail	may	
be	postponed	or	have	to	be	rebuilt	along	
Southeast	McLoughlin	Boulevard	between	
Bluebird	Street	and	Park	Avenue.	Light	rail	
is	not	proposed	near	the	trail	south	of	Park	
Avenue.

10.	Will	the	Trolley	Trail	run	alongside		
the	light	rail?

	 Depending	on	exactly	where	the	light	rail	
is	built,	the	Trolley	Trail	may	run	parallel	
to	the	light	rail	south	of	Southeast	Bluebird	
Street	through	Park	Avenue.	This	is	not	
unusual	–	there	are	many	places	around	the	
country	where	light	rail	lines	and	pedes-
trian/bike	paths	are	next	to	each	other.

11.	Why	are	you	building	a	new	bridge		
across	the	Willamette	River?	Who		
would	use	the	new	bridge?

	 The	new	bridge	is	planned	in	the	context	of	
the	overall	transportation	system	to	relieve	
the	Steel	Bridge	from	being	the	only	light	
rail	entry	point	to	downtown	Portland.	
Existing	bridges	do	not	have	the	capacity	
for	light	rail	and	a	new	bridge	could	be	
located	in	a	way	that	avoides	travel	in	the	
wrong	direction.	The	new	bridge	would	
accommodate	bicycles,	pedestrians,	buses,	
light	rail	and	streetcar.	

12.	Why	not	use	the	Hawthorne	Bridge?
	 The	use	of	the	Hawthorne	Bridge	was	

studied	the	2002	SDEIS	and	rejected	in	
the	2003	LPA	decision	for	a	number	of	
reasons:

	 a.	 The	Hawthorne	Bridge	is	an	important	
portal	into	the	downtown	area	and	adding	
light	rail	to	this	bridge	would	slow	traffic	
and	train	operations.	A	Hawthorne	align-
ment	would	not	serve	South	Waterfront	
or	Portland	State	University	and	would	be	
difficult	to	tie	into	the	existing	light	rail	
system.

	 b.	 Significant	structural	changes	would	be	
required	to	lift	the	structure,	the	deck	and	
its	supports	to	accommodate	light	rail.	

	 c.	 Expanding	the	bridge	(with	or	with-
out	light	rail)	would	require	an	upgrade	in	
order	to	meet	current	seismic	standards.

	 d.	 Multnomah	County,	the	owner	and	
operator	of	the	bridge,	did	not	support	this	
option.

13.	Why	are	you	considering	moving		
the	bridge	south?	

	 We	are	studying	an	alternate	river	crossing	
that	is	slightly	south	of	the	adopted	cross-
ing	to	determine	if	there	is	an	option	that	
provides	better	service	to	both	sides	of	the	
river.	Specifically,	the	bridge	could	create	
an	access	point	to	OMSI	on	the	east	side	
and	Portland	State	University	and	Oregon	
Health	Sciences	University	(OHSU)	and	
build	on	the	region’s	previous	investment	
in	adding	light	rail	to	the	Portland	Mall.	
This	bridge	would	be	located	to	provide	
a	convenient	transfer	to	the	Tram,	serving	
the	11,000	employees	at	OHSU’s	Marquam	
Hill	campus	and	the	high	growth	area	in	
South	Waterfront,	where	4,300	households	
and	12,000	to	13,000	jobs	are	projected.

14.	Isn’t	the	river	crossing	proposed		
in	the	LPA	called	the	Caruthers		
Street	crossing?	What’s	the		 	
difference	between	the	Caruthers		
Street	crossing	and	the	design			
option	called	Caruthers-Meade?

	 The	river	crossing	adopted	in	2003	was	
called	the	Caruthers	Crossing	but	it	did	
not	actually	go	along	Southeast	Caruthers	
Street	but	Caruthers	Street	was	the	closest	
named	street.	The	Caruthers-Meade	design	
option	is	a	different	crossing	that	actually	
travels	along	Caruthers	Street	and	lands	on	
the	future	Meade	Street	on	the	west	bank	
of	the	Willamette.



15.	What	type	of	bridge	are	you		 	
building?	Who	will	maintain	the		
bridge?

	 The	proposal	is	to	build	a	fixed	span	bridge	
that	is	high	enough	to	provide	clearance	
to	river	users.	Examples	of	other	fixed	
span	bridges	include	the	Marquam	and	
Ross	Island	bridges.	The	bridge	would	be	
designed	with	input	from	the	public,	how-
ever	a	cable-stayed,	through-truss	bridge	
was	the	preferred	option	in	1998.		TriMet	
would	likely	be	responsible	for	bridge	
maintenance.

16.	What	are	other	potential	ways			
the	light	rail	system	could	be		 	
expanded	in	the	region?

	 Potential	future	projects	include	extending	
light	rail	from	the	Expo	Center	to	Van-
couver,	Washington	as	part	of	the	Colum-
bia	River	Crossing	Project.	Metro’s	2040	
Growth	Concept	calls	for	linking	regional	
centers	with	high	capacity	transit.		Future	
connections	to	Oregon	City	from	either	
Clackamas	Regional	Center	or	from	Mil-
waukie	may	someday	be	considered	along	
with	a	connection	along	the	Southwest	
Barbur	Boulevard	corridor	that	could	link	
Tigard	Regional	Center,	Burlingame	and	
Portland.

17.	How	much	does	this	light	rail		 	
proposal	cost?

	 Early	estimates	indicate	that	the	construc-
tion	cost	of	the	2003	LPA	would	be	approxi-
mately	$880	in	2013	dollars.	Once	the	
project	has	identified	local	preferences	for	
the	design,	the	bridge	crossing,	the	terminus	
and	other	features,	a	better	estimate	for	
construction	costs	will	be	determined.		

18.	What	will	Portland-Milwaukie	light		
rail	cost	to	operate	and	maintain?

	 Current	estimates	indicate	that	it	would	cost	
approximately	$5-6	million	per	year	to	oper-
ate	Portland-Milwaukie	light	rail.

19.	What	is	the	cost	per	passenger	
	 per	trip?
	 Until	we	are	able	to	calculate	the	construc-

tion,	operating	and	maintenance	cost	we	
cannot	calculate	the	exact	cost	per	passen-
ger	per	trip.	On	other	light	rail	lines	in	the	
region,	cost	per	passenger	per	trip	ranges	

from	$	1.70	to	$2	for	adult	riders.	TriMet	
will	pay	for	operations	and	maintenance	
with	revenue	from	fares,	payroll	taxes,	on-
vehicle	advertising,	and	other	federal	and	
state	sources.

20.	What	is	the	fare	per	passenger	
	 per	trip?
	 The	Portland	to	Milwaukie	line	would	

adhere	to	the	existing	TriMet	fare	structure.	
The	trip	would	require	an	all-zone	ticket	
currently	priced	at	$2.	In	general	TriMet	sets	
their	fares	based	on	overall	operating	costs.	
Current	fares	can	be	found	on	TriMet’s	web	
site	at	www.trimet.org.

21.	Wouldn’t	roads	be	cheaper	to		 	
build?	

	 No.	Roadways	are	expensive	and	can	create	
significant	impacts.	Expanding	Southeast	
McLoughlin	Boulevard	would	require	add-
ing	lanes,	sidewalks,	bike	lanes	and	emer-
gency	lanes	through	Eastmoreland	Park,	the	
Sellwood	and	Brooklyn	neighborhoods,	and	
would	require	removal	of	dozens	of	houses	
and	businesses.	Improvements	and	widen-
ing	would	be	required	at	the	Highway	224,	
Southeast	Tacoma	Street	overpass,	Southeast	
17th	Avenue,	Ross	Island	Bridge,	and	the	
MLK	viaducts.

22.	Will	light	rail	go	to	a	public	vote?
	 If	additional	public	bonds	become	neces-

sary	to	finance	construction,	there	would	
be	a	vote	to	authorize	the	bonds.	A	finance	
plan	will	be	developed	as	part	of	the	SDEIS	
process.	The	finance	plan	anticipates	seeking	
60	percent	federal	funding	for	the	project.	A	
local	match	of	40	percent	will	be	required	to	
qualify	for	federal	funds.	Depending	upon	
how	this	local	match	can	be	achieved,	a	
public	vote	may	be	considered	for	bonding	
authority.	

Metro
People places • open spaces

Your Metro representatives
Metro Council President – 
David Bragdon

Metro Councilors – 
Rod Park, District 1
Brian Newman, District 2
Carl Hosticka, District 3 
Kathryn Harrington, District 4 
Rex Burkholder, District 5 
Robert Liberty, District 6 

Auditor – Suzanne Flynn

Metro’s web site
www.metro-region.org

For	more	
information
To learn more about  
the project or get on  
the mailing list, call  
503 -797-1755 or send 
e-mail to trans@metro.
dst.or.us. For information 
on Phase I of the South 
Corridor Project, visit 
www.metro-region.org.

Updated August 2007
Printed on recycled-content paper.

07297 tsm


