
 1 Common daily journeys
Built and green infrastructure supports the 

common, everyday journeys of humans and 

wildlife and features four design elements: �ow, 

stopover, destination and home. Flow provides 

safe movement and travel. Stopover provides 

intermediate places for eating, resting and 

recreation. Returning from a destination, home 

is the place for sleeping, nesting, privacy and 

retreat. These shared needs and activities overlap 

and form the substance of everyday living.  

Snapshot of a winner

 2 Eco-corridors 
Green pathways link wildlife, pedestrians and 

bicyclists to riparian areas, parks and retail 

spaces. The safe, contiguous connection of 

greenways transforms daily migrations into 

celebrated rituals through which the movements 

and encounters of humans and other species can 

occur. Stopover places for humans and wildlife 

are amenities for enjoyment and comfort, as 

well as essential for rest and refuge.  

 3 Climatic site design
In places where winters are dark and cold, 

increased access to sunlight is welcome. 

Exposure to warm solar rays and shelter from 

cold northern winds are integrated into the 

site and building design, improving energy 

ef�ciency. Clustering taller buildings towards 

the north end helps protect the rest of the site 

from cold winter winds, while improving the 

solar orientation of the development itself. 

During winter, the low angle of the sun will 

warm the southern facades of the buildings.  

Daily Migrations: Humans and animals 

migrate, making  constant, cyclical 

journeys throughout the course of day.
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 4 Buildings that function 
like trees
Just as trees protect soil, improve air and 

water quality and provide shelter for wildlife, 

so too can buildings. A moderate footprint, 

ecoroofs, living walls, raingardens, water 

cisterns and solar capacity are features that 

minimize a building’s environmental impacts 

and resource use. The roof simulates a canopy, 

intercepting rainfall, creating a cooling effect 

and supporting birds, insects and other species.

 Seasonal wetland 
Next to the cafe patio, the wetland is 

a stopover for humans and wildlife like 

the great blue heron. Nearby alders and 

cottonwoods provide shade and a roost. 
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 Daycare nature garden
Children spend the day exploring the 

nature rain garden, planting native flowers 

and observing rough-skinned newts, 

tree frogs and butterflies. The garden is  

watered with the building’s roof runoff. 

5

Does your day-to-day routine connect you to nature? Daily 

Migrations presents a mixed-use design that supports the daily, 

cyclical journeys and needs of both humans and wildlife. Everyday 

activities like eating, commuting, working, relaxing and returning 

home can happen in spaces that improve water quality, provide 

food, shelter and water for wildlife, and create opportunities to 

experience nature in our neighborhoods. 
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“It’s not just about restoration or making urban habitats pristine; it’s about  

understanding the behavior of organisms. The designers really understood how to 

think about that.” – Joan Nassauer, jurist

Metro regional government 
serves 1.4 million people who live in the  

25 cities and three counties of the Portland 

metropolitan area. Metro’s Nature in 

Neighborhoods initiative brings the regional 

government and local jurisdictions together 

to help ensure that the region’s wildlife and 

people thrive in a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Metro Council

David Bragdon, President

Rod Park, District 1

Carlotta Collette, District 2

Carl Hosticka, District 3

Kathryn Harrington, District 4

Rex Burkholder, District 5

Robert Liberty, District 6

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Blend. Balance. Integrate.
Collaborate to rede�ne the built 
environment and restore nature.

More than 100 teams from around the 
world submitted entries to the Integrating 
Habitats design competition, proving that 
every space in which we live, work, shop 
and play can create places for both people 
and nature. These designs rede�ne current 
standards of environmental sustainability. 
The award winners illustrate new types 
of nature-friendly designs that balance 
development, human needs and the health 
of natural systems we all depend upon.

Co-hosts, partners and sponsors

Newland Communities  KPFF  
PB  Otak  ESA Adolfson

Sword fern, Belted kingfisher (U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife), Meadowhawk dragonfly

Inhabitant pro�les

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Daily Migrations

Mixed-use development and riparian forest

1 C AT E G O R YThird place 

“ The peaceful coexistence between 

nature and humans, encouraged by this 

design, is especially appealing. We need 

desperately to relearn these connections. 

Schemes like this one will help us get 

there.” – Susan Szenasy, jurist 

 Restored natural buffer 
A 100-foot vegetated buffer is a lush 

corridor connecting the stream and nature 

park. Relatively undisturbed by pedestrians 

or traffic, it is visually pleasing and allows 

more sensitive species to inhabit the area.  
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bicyclists to riparian areas, parks and retail 

spaces. The safe, contiguous connection of 

greenways transforms daily migrations into 

celebrated rituals through which the movements 

and encounters of humans and other species can 

occur. Stopover places for humans and wildlife 

are amenities for enjoyment and comfort, as 

well as essential for rest and refuge.  

 3  Climatic site design
In places where winters are dark and cold, 

increased access to sunlight is welcome. 

Exposure to warm solar rays and shelter from 
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site and building design, improving energy 

ef�ciency. Clustering taller buildings towards 

the north end helps protect the rest of the site 

from cold winter winds, while improving the 

solar orientation of the development itself. 

During winter, the low angle of the sun will 

warm the southern facades of the buildings.  
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 4  Buildings that function 
like trees
Just as trees protect soil, improve air and 

water quality and provide shelter for wildlife, 

so too can buildings. A moderate footprint, 

ecoroofs, living walls, raingardens, water 

cisterns and solar capacity are features that 

minimize a building’s environmental impacts 

and resource use. The roof simulates a canopy, 

intercepting rainfall, creating a cooling effect 

and supporting birds, insects and other species.

 Seasonal wetland 
Next to the cafe patio, the wetland is 

a stopover for humans and wildlife like 

the great blue heron. Nearby alders and 

cottonwoods provide shade and a roost. 
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 Daycare nature garden
Children spend the day exploring the 

nature rain garden, planting native flowers 

and observing rough-skinned newts, 

tree frogs and butterflies. The garden is  

watered with the building’s roof runoff. 
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Does your day-to-day routine connect you to nature? Daily 

Migrations presents a mixed-use design that supports the daily, 

cyclical journeys and needs of both humans and wildlife. Everyday 

activities like eating, commuting, working, relaxing and returning 

home can happen in spaces that improve water quality, provide 

food, shelter and water for wildlife, and create opportunities to 

experience nature in our neighborhoods. 
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Third place 

“ The peaceful coexistence between 

nature and humans, encouraged by this 

design, is especially appealing. We need 

desperately to relearn these connections. 

Schemes like this one will help us get 

there.” – Susan Szenasy, jurist 

 Restored natural buffer 
A 100-foot vegetated buffer is a lush 

corridor connecting the stream and nature 

park. Relatively undisturbed by pedestrians 

or traffic, it is visually pleasing and allows 

more sensitive species to inhabit the area.  



Healthy habitats for 
daily journeys
Daily Migrations features a 

balanced perspective, tracking 

the daily interactions and 

movements of humans 

and wildlife throughout a 

common space. Patterns of 

�ow, stopover, destination and 

home showcase simultaneous 

use of habitat by many 

diverse species. Eco-corridors 

are formed by rain gardens, 

vegetated swales and wetlands 

that also manage stormwater. 

Natural areas, parks and 

trails weave through the built 

environment, integrating 

ecological networks 

within pedestrian-oriented 

development and enabling 

inhabitants to complete their 

daily journeys. 

Third  
place

Mixed-use development and riparian forest

1 C AT E G O R Y

Nature in Neighborhoods:
Integrating Habitats Winners Series

Jurists
Stefan Behnisch, principal 
Behnisch Architects 
Stuttgart, Germany  
and Venice, Calif.

Joan Nassauer, professor 
Landscape architecture  
University of Michigan  
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Tom Schueler, founder 
Center for Watershed Protection  
Ellicott City, Md.

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief 
Metropolis Magazine  
New York, N.Y.

Jim Winkler, president  
Winkler Development Corporation 
Portland, Ore.

David Yocca, director 
Conservation Design Forum  
Elmhurst, Ill.

Team members
University of Arizona
Tucson, Ariz.

Brent Jacobson 
e-mail: brentjac@email.arizona.edu

Melisa Kennedy

Sarah Kosir

Kate Dinsmore

Roby Babcock

“ What is extremely

thoughtful and extraordinary 

is that the designers really 

thought about designing for 

all of the organisms on the 

site, so they thought about 

habitat in complex ways. I 

think that’s how we will 

achieve the most effective 

urban habitats.” 
 – Joan Nassauer, jurist 
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so too can buildings. A moderate footprint, 

ecoroofs, living walls, raingardens, water 

cisterns and solar capacity are features that 

minimize a building’s environmental impacts 
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Children spend the day exploring the 

nature rain garden, planting native flowers 

and observing rough-skinned newts, 

tree frogs and butterflies. The garden is  
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Migrations presents a mixed-use design that supports the daily, 

cyclical journeys and needs of both humans and wildlife. Everyday 
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