
Chehalem	
  Ridge	
  Natural	
  Area:	
  Quick	
  Facts	
  
	
  

• At	
  1,143	
  acres	
  –	
  roughly	
  two	
  square	
  miles	
  –	
  Chehalem	
  Ridge	
  is	
  four	
  times	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  next	
  
largest	
  property	
  acquired	
  by	
  Metro’s	
  Natural	
  Areas	
  Program.	
  

	
  
• To	
  picture	
  Chehalem	
  Ridge,	
  imagine	
  more	
  than	
  1,000	
  football	
  fields	
  (each	
  a	
  bit	
  larger	
  than	
  an	
  

acre)	
  or	
  9,000	
  urban	
  home	
  lots	
  (one-­‐eighth	
  acre	
  each).	
  
	
  

• Chehalem	
  Ridge	
  is	
  about	
  the	
  same	
  size	
  as	
  Oxbow	
  Regional	
  Park	
  or	
  the	
  Tualatin	
  National	
  Wildlife	
  
Refuge.	
  

	
  
• The	
  property	
  was	
  formerly	
  owned	
  by	
  Stimson	
  Lumber	
  Co.	
  Before	
  that,	
  substantial	
  areas	
  were	
  

farms	
  or	
  orchards.	
  
	
  

• Chehalem	
  Ridge	
  contains	
  28	
  mapped	
  drainages	
  and	
  three	
  year-­‐round	
  streams	
  that	
  flow	
  to	
  the	
  
Tualatin	
  River	
  –	
  which	
  provides	
  drinking	
  water	
  for	
  200,000	
  people.	
  

	
  
• Though	
  dominated	
  by	
  young	
  Douglas	
  fir	
  plantations,	
  the	
  site	
  has	
  significant	
  wildlife	
  values:	
  

white	
  oak,	
  madrone,	
  Pacific	
  yew	
  and	
  Western	
  red	
  cedar	
  trees;	
  native	
  shrubs	
  that	
  provide	
  
excellent	
  foraging	
  habitat	
  for	
  migratory	
  birds;	
  and	
  several	
  riparian	
  areas	
  and	
  seasonal	
  wetlands	
  
with	
  beaver	
  activity.	
  

	
  
• Metro's	
  partner	
  in	
  the	
  acquisition,	
  The	
  Trust	
  for	
  Public	
  Land,	
  is	
  contributing	
  $90,000	
  toward	
  land	
  

management	
  and	
  stewardship.	
  
	
  

• Although	
  the	
  site	
  has	
  stunning	
  views	
  and	
  long-­‐term	
  recreation	
  potential,	
  it’s	
  mostly	
  a	
  
commercial	
  forest	
  with	
  trees	
  less	
  than	
  25	
  years	
  old	
  -­‐-­‐	
  an	
  operation	
  that	
  requires	
  attentive	
  
stewardship.	
  Metro's	
  science	
  staff	
  will	
  spend	
  about	
  one	
  year	
  getting	
  to	
  know	
  the	
  property	
  
before	
  making	
  decisions	
  about	
  future	
  management,	
  including	
  public	
  use.	
  

	
  
• Metro	
  will	
  create	
  opportunities	
  for	
  limited	
  public	
  access,	
  including	
  site	
  tours.	
  For	
  details,	
  check	
  

the	
  website:	
  www.oregonmetro.gov/chehalemridge	
  
	
  


