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About Metro

Clean air and clean water do not stop at city limits or county 

lines. Neither does the need for jobs, a thriving economy and 

good transportation choices for people and businesses in our 

region. Voters have asked Metro to help with the challenges 

that cross those lines and affect the 25 cities and three 

counties in the Portland metropolitan area.

A regional approach simply makes sense when it comes 

to protecting open space, caring for parks, planning for 

the best use of land, managing garbage disposal and 

increasing recycling. Metro oversees world-class facilities 

such as the Oregon Zoo, which contributes to conservation 

and education, and the Oregon Convention Center, which 

benefits the region’s economy.

Your Metro representatives

Metro Council President – David Bragdon 

Metro Councilors – Rod Park, District 1; Carlotta Collette, 

District 2; Carl Hosticka, District 3; Kathryn Harrington, 

District 4; Rex Burkholder, District 5; Robert Liberty, District 6. 

Auditor – Suzanne Flynn

Come on in,  
the water is fine!
Fed by underground springs, Blue Lake is a 64-acre, 
natural lake with a unique “SolarBee” water quality 
system visible from the surface of the water. The 
solar-powered units create flow and circulation, both 
essential for healthy water. The water at the swim 
beach is tested and monitored twice weekly in the 
warmer months to ensure it remains safe for everyone. 
Swimming is allowed in the designated area only. 
Children under five are not allowed in the lake. 

Visit the Blue Lake 
demonstration garden 
The demonstration garden at Blue Lake is the perfect 
place to learn how to make your garden a beautiful, 
safe place for children, water and wildlife. All ages 
are welcome to smell the flowers, touch leaves, dig 
soil, find a worm, climb on giant rocks or spot a 
hummingbird. The 
garden is located next 
to the water spray 
ground. 

Enjoy the water, 
stay for a picnic 
With a lake for cooling off, an interactive water spray 
ground designed especially for children ages 1-10, and 
first-come, first-served picnic areas along the shores 
of the water, Blue Lake is an ideal warm weather 
destination. Reserve a picnic shelter or table near one 
of the park playgrounds or the water spray ground 
and rent a paddle boat for hours of afternoon fun. 
Interested in doing some fishing? The lake is stocked 
annually with trout. Try your luck at the accessible 
fishing pier. 

A beautiful outdoor playground  
for the whole family
Whether you are looking for a place to have a picnic, host an event or just cool off in the water from 
the summer sun, Metro’s Blue Lake Regional Park offers it all in a unique, family-friendly setting. The 
82-acre tree-lined park provides opportunities for boating, fishing and wildlife watching and makes a 
beautiful backdrop for family gatherings, community events and special programs throughout the year. 
Just 20 minutes from downtown Portland, Blue Lake Regional Park amenities include a swim beach, 
water spray ground, reservable picnic areas and The Lake House, available to rent for special events.

Volunteer opportunities

If you are interested in volunteering at any of 
Metro’s pioneer cemeteries, parks or natural areas, 
call 503-797-1850 or send e-mail to parkvol@
oregonmetro.gov. Metro also offers volunteer 
opportunities at the Oregon Zoo, the resource 
conservation and recycling center and the Oregon 
Convention Center. Visit www.oregonmetro.gov/
volunteer for more information. 

Nicháqwli Monument

A group of sculptures at the west end of 
the lake serve as a reminder of the Chinook 
village life that once occupied the shores of 
the Columbia River. The Nicháqwli Monument 
creates a contemplative spot to pause, reflect 
and honor the past while enjoying the natural 
beauty of this quiet corner of the park. 


