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METRO CENTRAL ENHANCEMENT GRANT PROGRAM

2011 FUNDING CYCLE

APPLICANT INFORMATION

The Metro Central Enhancement Committee (MCEC) is soliciting proposals for projects for community improvements in Northwest and North Portland neighborhoods. Approximately $105,000 is available for projects in the 2011 grant cycle. The grant application deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, November 8, 2010.
Purpose

The Metro Central grant program began in early 1991 with the opening of the Metro Central Transfer Station, 6161 NW 61st Ave., Portland. Monies are used to compensate the community affected by Metro Central Station. Funds are derived from a $0.50 per ton surcharge collected on garbage disposed of at the station and must directly benefit the property and/or residents in the grant target area.  

Metro Central target area

The Metro Central grant target area generally encompasses the neighborhoods of Forest Park, Linnton, Northwest District Association and the Northwest Industrial area, as well as Cathedral Park and the St. Johns Bridge. For a narrative description and map of the target area, visit Metro’s website (www.oregonmetro.gov/grants).

Criteria and eligibility
Project proposals are accepted from nonprofit organizations including, but not limited to, a neighborhood association or a charitable organization with 501(c)(3) status under the Internal Revenue Code. Enhancement funds shall not substitute for projects/programs funded by other sources. Projects/programs may be funded in part or in full. Funds will not be provided in a manner that unconstitutionally promotes or inhibits a religious establishment. Projects or programs that best enhance or rehabilitate areas most severely impacted by Metro Central transfer station will receive priority consideration for approval. 

Guidelines for funding 
Projects or programs should result in one or more of the guidelines for funding (the order of the list does not imply ranking or weighting):

1. rehabilitation, upgrading or direct increase in the real and or personal property owned or operated by a nonprofit organization with Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3) status 

2. the preservation or enhancement of wildlife, riparian (streamside) zones, wetlands, forest lands and marine areas, and improve public awareness and the opportunities to enjoy them 

3. improvement to, or increase in, recreational areas and programs 

4. improvement in the safety of the area 

5. improvement of the appearance, cleanliness or environmental quality of the area/neighborhood 

6. benefits to youth and seniors 

7. benefits to low-income persons 

8. increase recycling opportunities
Application deadline, specifications, submittal package
Applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. Monday, November 9, 2010. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 

An electronic copy of the application and applicant information can be downloaded from Metro’s web site (www.oregonmetro.gov/grants). Printed copies are available at Metro (600 NE Grand Ave., Portland), the office of Neighbors West-Northwest (2257 NW Raleigh Street, Portland) and the office of North Portland Neighborhood Services (2209 N. Schofield, Portland).

Limit answers to the amount of space shown in the application form. Provide line-item detail as directed in the proposed budget to reflect expenses and revenue anticipated for your project (see Application, Question 6). For capital improvement projects, applicants are encouraged to obtain more than one bid from vendors/subcontractors. Applicants are encouraged to work with local companies and aggressively seek opportunities to do business with minority-owned, women-owned and/or emerging small businesses. 
Completed applications should be delivered or sent to Metro Central Enhancement Committee, c/o Karen Blauer, Metro, 600 N. E. Grand Avenue, Portland, OR  97232-2736.  

The application package should include the following: 

· a brief cover letter

· one original (completed) application
· nine (9) double-sided copies of the completed application 
· nine (9) double-sided copies of the cover letter, if applicable
Grant-writing tips, information and workshop for first-time applicants
For tips, samples and details about submitting an application for a Metro Central enhancement grant, visit Metro’s website. In addition, Metro will offer a free grant-writing workshop from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday, October 4, 2010 at the Friendly House (on the corner of NW 26th and Thurman St., Portland). The session is geared for first-time applicants; a grant selection committee member and Metro’s community grants coordinator will answer questions about the application, the review and selection process, and discuss past and present use of funds. Call (503) 797-1834 to reserve a space at the workshop.  

Selection process and basic contracting information

Councilor Rex Burkholder (Metro District 5) chairs the seven-member Metro Central Enhancement Committee (MCEC); six local residents from the target area are nominated by their neighborhood associations to serve on the committee. MCEC reviews applications and selects projects to fund. Selection is based on the applicant’s responsiveness to funding guidelines and demonstrated ability to successfully implement the proposed project.

· MCEC will review all applications and eliminate those that are incomplete.  

· MCEC will rank remaining applications against the guidelines for funding.

· Some applicants may be asked for an interview or for more information or clarification about their submittal.  Interviews will be conducted by MCEC.  

· Committee recommendations will be made to the Metro Council, which will announce the slate of awards by January 2011. All applicants will be notified of the final slate of awards and related actions taken by Metro Council.

· It is expected that funds will be available by the end of January 2011. Project expenditures should be committed by the end of December 2011.

· All awards are conditional upon review and approval by Metro's Risk Manager. Successful applicants will be required to enter into a contract with Metro which outlines the responsibilities of both parties.Grant recipients may be required to have liability insurance coverage and will be asked to agree to hold Metro harmless from their actions.

· Successful applicants will be expected to attend a “contracting basics” session about making payment requests and reporting project outputs and outcomes to Metro.  

· Neither Metro nor MCEC is responsible for any costs the applicant may incur in preparing this application or proposal.
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