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About Metro
Clean air and clean water do not stop at city limits or county lines. Neither does the need for jobs, a thriving economy, and sustainable transportation and living choices for people and businesses in the region. Voters have asked Metro to help with the challenges and opportunities that affect the 25 cities and three counties in the Portland metropolitan area. 
 
A regional approach simply makes sense when it comes to providing services, operating venues and making decisions about how the region grows. Metro works with communities to support a resilient economy, keep nature close by and respond to a changing climate. Together we’re making a great place, now and for generations to come.
 
Stay in touch with news, stories and things to do.  
 
www.oregonmetro.gov/connect
 
Metro Council President
Tom Hughes
Metro Councilors
Shirley Craddick, District 1
Carlotta Collette, District 2
Carl Hosticka, District 3
Kathryn Harrington, District 4
Rex Burkholder, District 5
Barbara Roberts, District 6
Auditor
Suzanne Flynn
North Portland enhancement grant program
With the deepest recession in decades still lingering, Metro Council gave North Portland residents some good news in July 2011 by approving a $15,000 grants package earmarked for neighborhood projects. This report offers highlights about the slate of 2011-12 projects.

Funds supported a variety of programs, from literacy intervention efforts for youngsters to merit scholarships for college-bound high schoolers, to weatherization and safety repairs at households of elderly and disabled residents and more. The investment of the public’s money delivered tools and solutions for the common good, met emergency needs and supported economic recovery. A summary of outputs and outcomes for each project appear in the following pages. 
The North Portland fund was created from a 50-cent surcharge imposed on each ton of garbage disposed of at the now-closed St. Johns landfill. Today, interest generated on the fund supports the grant program. Projects must directly benefit residents or neighborhoods around the facility, including Arbor Lodge, Cathedral Park, Kenton, Overlook, Portsmouth, St. Johns and University Park. 

People on the ground who live in those neighborhoods are the best source of ideas about important public investments. Metro’s process gives local residents the authority to make decisions about allocating these funds. Metro Councilor Rex Burkholder, whose district includes the grant target area, works alongside community leaders who solicit, review and award funds for neighborhood projects. Members of Metro’s committee include:

· Chris Duffy – Arbor Lodge
· Jeff Bissonnette – Cathedral Park

· Steven Joiner – Kenton

· David Davis – Overlook

· Cece Hughley Noel – Portsmouth

· Shawn DeCarlo – St. Johns

· Anisha Scanlon – University Park
Given the limited amount of funds to award in 2011-12, Metro’s committee narrowed in on funding priorities responsive to the community’s most pressing needs: 
· jobs and job training

· programs for youth

· programs or projects that deliver basic needs and respond to the issues of hunger, health care for the uninsured, and housing or essential household needs. 

The criteria used to evaluate proposals included a project’s responsiveness to funding priorities (with measurable outcomes), its impact on targeted individuals or group(s), and the extent to which it strengthens community and involves or leverages partnerships. 
The 2011-12 grant cycle marks the 24rd year Metro has invested funds in the community through the North Portland enhancement program. In that time, more than $2.2 million has been awarded to help fund 460 neighborhood improvement projects. 

For more details about the projects funded in 2011-12, or to learn more about the slate of 2012-13 grant awards, visit Metro’s web site at www.oregonmetro.gov/grants or call Karen Blauer at (503) 797-1506.

Metro is proud to help inspire real change by awarding grants to support local improvements – large and small. Congratulations to our 2011-12 grantees on project accomplishments. There is much of which to be proud, and still much work to be done. 

Karen Blauer 

Community grants coordinator

Grantee: Boys & Girls Club of Portland Metropolitan Area
Award: $2,500
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A literacy intervention program supported by Metro grant funds served North Portland youth identified as struggling readers. These are children growing up in area where more than 30 different dialects are spoken and in a community long associated with poverty, gang-related violence and negative behavior. The program was offered during the school year to 24 elementary-aged youth enrolled in 2nd through 5th grades at Rosa Parks Elementary and after school hours to 33 Regence Boys & Girls Club members in North Portland in 2nd through 4th grade. Another 60 to 75 club members were supported during Open House hours. The teacher-led, multisensory instructional method was tailored to each child’s learning pattern and developmental growth. Outcomes from three annual assessments showed participants making gains in visual, auditory and kinesthetic modalities, offering these children hope and a foundation for their futures.
Grantee: Columbia Slough Watershed Council
Award: $2,000
The “Slough School” gave 889 students from James John, Rosa Parks and Ockley Green schools an opportunity to learn about the watershed in their backyard. They studied its history, ecology and organisms, as well as human impacts on the area. Metro’s grant support helped make the program free of charge to these youth. It included classroom presentations on topics ranging from aquatic macroinvertebrates to water chemistry, as well as hands-on activities during which they tracked animals, planted more than 250 native trees and shrubs and took canoe trips to experience the slough from the water. 
Grantee: Community Energy Project 
Award: $2,500
Metro’s grant supported a season of community advocacy and volunteer activity to help people maintain healthier, more livable homes by controlling their utility costs and conserving natural resources. A total of 79 volunteers were recruited and trained and spent 270 hours assisting 20 North Portland residents. In addition to weatherization and water conservation services, volunteers made emergency safety, carpentry and plumbing repairs, and also monitored trends in client needs to make appropriate referrals to other helpful community resources.

Grantee: Impact NW
Award: $3,000
The Urban Opportunities job readiness training program served 22 youth enrolled in Roosevelt High School. There were 14 youth that participated during the regular school year and 8 in the summer Career College Connections program. Students got an average of 21 classroom service hours during the regular school year and 54 hours during the summer program. The training includes an accredited curriculum that helps students with resume writing, conduct mock interviews, get work ethic training, learn financial literacy, get real life job search skills and go on a “hit the pavement” field trip.
Of the 22 youth served, 9 earned .5 elective credits by working with employers such as the Rebuilding Center; another 4 will receive credit when their summer job experience is complete. A total of 9 participants received Food Handler Certification through the Multnomah County Department of Health. These students will have summer jobs at the St. Johns Farmer’s Market or with the Voodoo Doughnut Mobile.

Grantee: Theodore Roosevelt Women’s Scholarship Association
Award: $2,000
Megan Norton was the recipient of a merit scholarship for post-secondary education. Metro’s grant will help pay for her to study veterinary medicine beginning this fall at Oregon State University. Megan earned the scholarship with one of the highest test scores for all scholarship applicants. An honor student, Megan was involved in student government and was Homecoming Queen at her school. Metro’s grant made Megan eligible to receive an additional $500 from the Scholarship Association and entitled her to the matching scholarship at OSU.

Grantee: Tender Loving Care – Think ‘n Try
Award: $2,000
Peer mentoring training is a year-round process for the 20 teen participants that benefitted from Metro’s grant award to the Tender Loving Care – Think ‘n Try program. Not only are youth given skills to work with hundreds of young children during a summer camp, but also in job readiness training, basic first aid skills and ongoing support for leadership development. After the summer camp for kids is over, teen counselors work on portfolios that they submit to their schools for credit, and continue to get support for their studies with tutoring, mentoring and financial assistance that lasts through college.

Grantee: Bethel Neighborhood Youth Drop-in Center
Award: $2,500
Metro’s award was in support of summer jobs for four youth counselors at Bethel Neighborhood Drop-in Center. The grant covered training sessions in first aid/CPR, child development, conflict resolution and more. At the time this summary report was published, project outcomes were not available.
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