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BEFORE THE METRO COUNCIL 
 
 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING A 2008 
SOUTH/NORTH LAND USE FINAL ORDER 
AMENDMENT, TO MODIFY THE PROPOSED 
ROUTE OF THE PORTLAND-MILWAUKIE 
SEGMENT OF THE SOUTH/NORTH LIGHT 
RAIL CORRIDOR, RELOCATE PROPOSED 
LIGHT RAIL STATIONS, ESTABLISH THE 
LIGHT RAIL ROUTE BETWEEN SE TACOMA 
STREET AND SE PARK AVENUE IN 
CLACKAMAS COUNTY, AND ESTABLISH 
NEW STATION LOCATIONS, PARK AND RIDE 
LOTS, MAINTENANCE FACILITIES, AND 
HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS   

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-3964 
 
 
Introduced by Councilor Robert Liberty, with 
the concurrence of Council President David 
Bragdon 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Oregon Legislature enacted Oregon Laws 1996, Chapter 12 (the “Act”) 
establishing procedures for siting the South/North Light Rail Project through adoption by the Metro 
Council of a Land Use Final Order (“LUFO”) following application by TriMet; and  
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 4 of the Act, the Oregon Land Conservation and 
Development Commission, following a public hearing, adopted the South/North Project land use final 
order criteria on May 30, 1996; and  

WHEREAS, a plan for the South/North Light Rail Project was prepared and, in compliance with 
the Act, on July 2, 1998, TriMet applied for a corresponding LUFO; and  

WHEREAS, the Metro Council, after public notice and public hearing, concluded that the TriMet 
LUFO application met all requirements of the Act, including the criteria, and on July 23, 1998, adopted 
Resolution No. 98-2673, “For the Purpose of Adopting the Land Use Final Order Establishing the Light 
Rail Route, Stations, Lots and Maintenance Facilities and the Related Highway Improvements For the 
South/North Light Rail Project”; and  

WHEREAS, in 1999, the Interstate MAX design and alignment was proposed and an amendment 
to the South/North Land Use Final Order was requested by a second application by TriMet and the Metro 
Council, after public notice, a public hearing and consideration of the criteria and facts, concluded that the 
application met all requirements of the Act and on October 28, 1999, adopted Resolution 99-2853A, “For 
the Purpose of Adopting a Land Use Final Order Amending the Light Rail Route, Light Rail Stations, and 
Park-and-Ride Lots, Including Their Locations, For That Portion of the South/North Light Rail Project 
Extending From the Steel Bridge to the Exposition Center”; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 2003, the I-205 MAX design and alignment was proposed and an amendment to 
the South North Land Use Final Order was requested by a third application by Tri Met, and the Metro 
Council, upon public notice, and after a public hearing and consideration of the criteria and facts, 
concluded that the application met all requirements of the Act and on January 15, 2004, adopted 
Resolution No. 03-3372 “For the Purpose of Amending the South/North Land Use Final Order, to Include 
the Two Phases of the South Corridor Project Consisting of the Addition of the I-205 Light Rail Transit 
Project From Gateway to Clackamas Regional Center with the Downtown Portland Transit Mall 
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Alignment, and Modification of the Proposed Light Rail Between Downtown Portland and Milwaukie, 
Deletion of Plans to Extend Light Rail From Milwaukie to Clackamas Regional Center, and to Reflect the 
Final Interstate MAX Design;” and 
 

WHEREAS, extensive analysis was performed in the May 2008 South Corridor Supplemental 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS), evaluating a No-Build Alternative, the 2003 Locally 
Preferred Alternative, a Tillamook Branch Line Alternative, and an extension to SE Park Avenue in 
Milwaukie; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the South Corridor Steering Committee, comprised of elected officials from affected 
jurisdictions along the alternative alignments and directors of TriMet and ODOT, have met regularly 
during the preparation of the 2008 SDEIS and on June 26, 2008 made recommendations to Metro Council 
concerning a locally preferred alternative (“LPA”) for the Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Transit Project, 
a portion of the South Corridor; and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 26, 2008, the LUFO Steering Committee recommended that TriMet apply 

for a 2008 LUFO amendment to revise and establish the light rail routes, stations and park-and-ride lots, 
maintenance facilities and highway improvements in accord with the South Corridor Steering Committee 
LPA recommendation, which LPA recommendation was described and adopted as the LPA by the Metro 
Council via Resolution No. 08-3959 on July 24, 2008 “For the Purpose of Approving the 2008 Portland-
Milwaukie Light Rail Project Locally Preferred Alternative and Finding Consistency with the Metro 2035 
Regional Transportation Plan,” immediately prior to consideration of this resolution; and  

 
WHEREAS, in a letter dated June 27, 2008 from Matthew Garrett, of the Oregon Department of 

Transportation (ODOT), ODOT also recommended that TriMet apply for the above set forth 2008 LUFO 
amendment; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 9, 2008, following consideration of the recommendations from the LUFO 

Steering Committee and ODOT, TriMet submitted to Metro its application for an amendment of the 
LUFO consistent with the recommendations in 2008 of the LUFO Steering Committee and ODOT; and  

 
WHEREAS, the applied for locations of the light rail route, stations, highway improvements, 

maintenance facilities and park-and-ride lots in TriMet's application are in the form of boundaries within 
which the light rail route, stations and lots, maintenance facilities, and the highway improvements shall be 
located, as provided for in Section 6(1)(a) of the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, following receipt of TriMet's application, public notice of a July 24, 2008, public 

hearing to consider TriMet's application was published on July 9, 2008 in The Oregonian, which the 
Metro Council finds to be a newspaper of general circulation within Metro's jurisdictional area, and that 
this public notice was published more than the 14 days prior to the July 24, 2008, public hearing; and 

 
WHEREAS, the above-identified notice contains all of the information required by 

Section 7(1)(b) of the Act to be included in the Metro Council's published notice of this LUFO 
amendment proceeding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Metro Council provided additional public notice of the July 24, 2008 public 

hearing by mailing notices to Clackamas and Multnomah counties, the cities of Portland, Milwaukie and 
Gresham, and ODOT and by posting this information on Metro's web site pages, mailing notices to 
interested parties and to property owners located within a minimum of 150 feet of areas to be affected by 
the proposed amendment to the LUFO; and  
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WHEREAS, on July 17, 2008, a copy of the staff report, identifying and addressing compliance 
with the applicable South/North land use criteria and also including a description of the proposed 
boundaries within which the light rail route, stations and lots, maintenance facilities and the highway 
improvements are proposed to be located, was made available for public inspection; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 24, 2008, the Metro Council held a public hearing at which it accepted oral 

and written public testimony on TriMet's application for a LUFO amendment as described in these 
recitals; and 

 
WHEREAS, at the July 24, 2008 public hearing, the Metro Council commenced the public 

hearing by making a statement containing the information identified in Section 7(3) of the Act pertaining 
to the criteria, location of light rail, appeals and record requirements and other provisions of the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Metro Council has considered TriMet's application, the recommendations of the 

LUFO Steering Committee and ODOT, the staff report and the testimony provided in support of, or in 
opposition to TriMet's application; now therefore 

 
BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the Metro Council hereby adopts the 2008 South/North Land Use Final Order Amendment 

attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by this reference, modifying the proposed 
route of the Portland-Milwaukie segment of the South/North light rail corridor, relocating 
proposed light rail stations, establishing the light rail route between SE Tacoma Street and SE 
Park Avenue in Clackamas County, and establishing new station locations, park-and-ride lots, 
maintenance facilities, and highway improvements.  As indicated in Exhibit B, attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by this reference, the 2008 South/North LUFO Amendment hereby 
adopted by the Metro Council is identical to the LUFO Amendment application submitted by 
TriMet. 

 
2. That the Metro Council finds that the South/North Land Use Final Order, as amended, is 

consistent with Metro Council policies and regulations including the latest adopted versions of 
the Regional Framework Plan, Urban Growth Management Functional Plan, 2035 Regional 
Transportation Plan and the 2008-2011 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Plan. 

 
3. That the Metro Council hereby adopts the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law attached 

hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated herein by this reference in support of the 2008 Land Use 
Final Order Amendment to demonstrate that the Metro Council’s decision in its adopted 2008 
Land Use Final Order amendment complies with the applicable review criteria. 

 
ADOPTED by the Metro Council this 24th day of July 2008. 
 
 
 

 
David Bragdon, Council President 

 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
       
Daniel B. Cooper, Metro Attorney 




