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Metro’s First Opportunity Target Area (FOTA) Program
Metro’s FOTA program applies to policies governing employment and procurement at the following visitor venues managed by the Metropolitan Exposition Recreation Commission (MERC):
Oregon Convention Center

Portland Expo Center

Portland Center for the Performing Arts

Recruitment to prospective employees and potential contractors is required to be first extended to certain residents and businesses located within a specific geographic area of North and Northeast Portland. 

Employee recruitment:

Outreach efforts must be sought and documented with the specific goal of offering employment opportunities first to potential applicants residing in the target boundaries and earning an annual household income limit for the past 12 months of less than $25,000 as an individual or $40,000 for an entire household.
Contractor recruitment:

Three informal competitive price quotes or competitive proposals shall be sought for all contracts exceeding $5,000 but less than $100,000, and include an attempt to obtain at least one quote from a state-certified MBE, WBE or ESB within the target boundaries. A second quote should be obtained from any state-certified MBE, WBE or ESB regardless of location. A written record of the sources of quotes and/or proposals shall be documented. 
First Opportunity Target Area Boundaries 





North boundary


NE Columbia Boulevard


East boundary


NE 42nd Avenue


South boundary


Banfield Freeway (I-84)


West boundary


N. Portsmouth Avenue to N. Willis Boulevard;


East to N. Chatauqua Boulevard;


South to N. Willamette Boulevard; and


N. Greeley Avenue to N. Interstate Avenue 











