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Clifford Higgins

From: Richard Akerman [rpbkducks@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 15, 2011 12:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Streetcar

It is my opinion that this ids the wrong time and place for a street car project. The Oregon 
economy is maybe the worst it has been in decades and the people of Oregon, Portland and Lake 
Oswego are burden enough. Schools are cannot loosing dollars every year right now and I cannot 
believe that the Oregon populations is growing with our economy.  
It is not the time for spending such as this and if you think adding more burden to Oregonians like 
this is not going to cause us more problems in the future you are very miss guided. 
       Rich Akerman 
        919 Westpoint Rd. 
       Lake Oswego, Oregon 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Sylvia Ackerman [sa.ackerman@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 10:03 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: street car Yes

Yes, we want a street car to come into Lake Oswego.  We live at Oswego Point and it will be an asset to our village 
.Board Chair Sylvia and Garry Ackerman  
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Clifford Higgins

From: Ron Anderson [ronwanderson@clear.net]
Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 5:39 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Portland to L O transportation

In the long range plans, I am in favor of the street car plan, but I would consider it a better 
plan to hold off until the economy improves. The price of gas/fuel has increased to over $3.00 a 
gallon and what is to stop it from going to $4.00 or $5.00 a gallon in our area as the overall oil 
reserves are depleted and demand keeps increasing, especially by the developing countries, China 
and India to name just 2 countries.  More and more people will be putting aside their autos and 
relying on public transportation.  Rail/streetcar travel helps to decrease the carbon input into 
the atmosphere, and  are a comfortable means of travel, while buses just add to the pollution.  
 
Has a cost and feasibility study been considered to create a streetcar/rail route from Lake Oswego 
to Milwaukie  to connect with the new line being built from Portland to Milwaukie?  And what would 
be the comparison of costs? 
 
To make the streetcar be a success, it will be necessary to provide satellite service from within 
the Lake Oswego metropolitan area, Lake Grove, Westlake, and Palisades to mention just a few areas, 
to the terminus. It makes no sense to expect the population to drive from their home to a parking 
facility and then transfer to the streetcar or enhanced bus.  As it is, at the present time, public 
transportation is severely lacking, no evening service or weekend service, which necessitates 
private transportation to evening and weekend activities. 
 
If the Foothills area is to be developed, and this ares is expected to enhance the streetcar 
project, let the developers pay for any and all  improvements and not expect the city to pay for 
them. 

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment report 25



1

Clifford Higgins

From: PAUL S ANGELLO [psangello@q.com]
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 10:33 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Comment on Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

Dear Transit Project Steering Committee Members: 

This comment relates to the Locally Preferred Alternative.  I strongly urge the Steering Committee to abandon 
the Street Car option and either further consider enhanced bus service or leave things as they are. 

The Lake Oswego City Council decided several years ago to purchase the Safeco property (now WEB) without a 
funding source and a concrete intended use.  A decision on funding for this ill-advised purchase now removes as 
an option any consideration of an added expense of a Street Car that would not provide a transportation benefit 
Lake Oswego, as well as West Linn, needs.  I take the No. 36 TriMet bus from time to time and find it to be 
acceptable public transportation to downtown Portland.  The provision of a Street Car that would terminate at the 
South Waterfront and set up a rider for transfer to another mode of public transportation to the downtown 
Portland inner core would motivate me and the vast majority of other professionals to commute by automobile. 

Moreover, the cost of the Lake Oswego interceptor project, the cost of the water project upgrade in cooperation 
with Tigard, and the study of introducing a local income tax to supplement local property taxes for school funding 
further shunts the Street Car option to novelty and luxury status the City of Lake Oswego cannot afford. 

The results of the November 2, 2010 Lake Oswego City Council elections made clear that the voters now 
demand exercise of fiscal restraint and prudent use of existing funds.  In light of the above-noted high cost 
necessary infrastructure commitments and school budget challenges, proceeding with the Street Car option would
represent a tone deaf response to the voters.  I urge the Steering Committee to use common sense and abandon 
the Street Car option. 

/s/ Paul S. Angello 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Alyse Averill [alyseaverill@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, December 12, 2010 10:03 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Rail to Portland

I say progress should go ahead as Hwy 34 is jammed and dangerous in areas.
We need to continue to see in the future and not take comments that are so
antiquated and unrealistic thus a few years ahead it would be double the cost
as is now.      GO RAIL TO PORTLAND       Alyse Averill  
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Clifford Higgins

From: Warren Bacon [wr_bacon@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:57 AM
To: Joy Strull
Cc: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Re: Highway 43 Transit Options - Your Opinion

Dear Joy and Oregon Metro, 

You can count Lynne and me as part of the group in favor of the Streetcar. We feel that now and particularly in the 
future that the streetcar is the only way to go. It is far more friendly to the environment and to public health than either 
of the other two alternatives (carbon foot print in particular). It is far more efficient in numbers of people each set of 
cars will transport, compared to the bus, through an ever increasing congested  Highway 43 corridor and will offer 
more stops than the express bus. Run time to Portland should be considerably faster and will get more so as Highway 
43 gets more congested. Even an "enhanced bus" can get delayed by heavy traffic. The initial cost for the street car will 
be considerably higher but the availability of Federal stimulus funds for approximately 60 percent of that cost can not 
be turned down lightly. The availability of a paid for right-of-way for streetcar is an important additional asset, one 
we'd hate to see lost. The cost in local funds will likely be considerably more later. Local funding will likely come 
mainly from Foothills development funds and not individual tax payers. 

Sincerely,
Lynne and Warren Bacon 

On Jan 27, 2011, at 11:11 AM, Joy Strull wrote: 

evergreen neighbors, 
for over a year i have been on a committee with the sole purpose of making a recommendation to a steering committee 
with an option to alleviate current and future congestion on highway 43.  the steering committee primarily consists of 
people in political positions in the portland, lake oswego, and clackamas areas.  the committee i have been a part of 
consists of people from many neighborhoods that surround highway 43 and macadam.  the options on the table are 1) 
do nothing, 2) enhanced bus, or 3) streetcar. 

there have been many opportunities for those that live in lake oswego to give opinion on this issue.  over this past year i 
have talked with a number of you soliciting your opinion on the matter as well.  as we are in this final phase of drafting 
the recommendation to the steering committee, i am asking again for your opinion so that it can be part of the 
recommendation to the steering committee.  this can either be very brief or you can elaborate.  i simply want to make 
sure that voices are heard and put into the official recommendation.  thanks in advance for your time. 

Joy Strull, Evergreen Board 
joy_strull2002@yahoo.com

Warren R. Bacon
wr_bacon@comcast.net
752 Lake Forest Drive
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034-2862
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Clifford Higgins

From: Suzanne Barker [suzanneroden@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:10 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As a new resident to Portland, having been here just one year this February, I have been reluctant 
to weigh in on the discussion of a trolley extension to Lake Oswego, fearing my newness to the area 
makes me unqualified to speak to the issue.  However, after reading all that I was able about the 
discussion and talking to others more familiar with the proposed plan, I am stepping forward ,as I 
truly hope Portland will, and saying full speed ahead.  Move into the future with an extension of 
of the trolley into Lake Oswego.  It will be a wonderful addition to both Portland and Lake Oswego, 
providing transportation and tourists to view these parts.  Though the expense will be heavy, the 
eventual outcome will bring  rich rewards in terms of new access, less congestion and, most 
importantly, a continued thrust forward accomplishing those things necessary to keep  our community 
vibrant and progressive. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Suzanne R. Barker 
South Waterfront 
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Clifford Higgins

From: debie stellway [debie@stellway.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:43 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO to Portland

I am writing this for my 96 year old neighbor Betty Beard since she does not have a computer.  And has not had the means of 
going to the hearings. 

     "I am opposed to the streetcar because the cost is toooo much for the use of the line.  This idea seems to be driven by the
business in Lake Oswego who are seeking additional business from outside LO and I believe this endeavor should not be paid by 
those it does not benefit. 
     In the years of existence the trolley has never been a desirable nor successful business.  Why does anyone think it will be a full 
streetcar.  People who live in Lake Oswego should just have more buses if they need it. 
     With the frequency of the streetcar passing it would be very dangerous for the drivers/pedestrians of the occupants in homes
along the tracks." 

Thank you, 
Betty Beard 

Sign up for FREE email from Everyone.net email at http://www.everyone.net
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Clifford Higgins

From: Julie Beck [julie@becknme.com]
Sent: Sunday, December 05, 2010 2:19 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: streetcars

December 5, 2010 
 
To whomever it may concern, 
 
A total waste of money to build a streetcar from LO to Portland when buses will do the job.  My husband and I will  move to Florida if 
Portland does such an outragoues thing. 
 
Julie Beck 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Annie Bellman [tagntom@me.com]
Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2011 10:46 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego streetcatr

Hello, this email is in support of the Lake Oswego streetcar.  I have lived in the Dunthorpe/Lake Oswego area since the 
late 70's, and two of my children and three grandchildren live there now.  WE all feel that having the streetcar would be 
a tremendous boon which would further contact this vibrant community to downtown Portland with a  reduction in 
traffic and emissions, as well as an increase in the already considerably good reputation that the Portland area boasts 
nationwide as a model city in the area of transportation.  Please don't let the very selfish desires of a relatively few 
negatively influence the quality of life of an entire community. 

Sincerely,
Ann Russell Bellman 
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Clifford Higgins

From: David Beltz [dabopen@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 06, 2010 10:22 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LAKE OSWEGO PORTLAND TRANSIT PROJECT

Dear Metro and Portland City Council, 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this project review.

I have several comments: 
Regardless of which option is chosen--funding ought to be dedicated to upgrading the rail line corridor for use by 
pedestrians and bicyclists.   As the region grows I think more and more residents will bicycle and this route is a no 
elevation gain route between Lake Oswego/West Linn area to Portland downtown and east side.  It is a good 
investment to make this corridor useful for non vehicle commuting.

I choose the street car option---I think far too much road traffic will be on Hiway 43 as the area grows and more  
persons commute to Portland for jobs.  Hiway 43 is not a high speed corridor and is already a safety problem road with 
elevation gains.

The street car option is too expensive!!!  Use smaller versions of street cars that can travel at lower speeds and then 
reduce rail line installation costs.

Also, reduce the number of stops so the street car can be more of a commuter line rather than a tourist line.   It needs to 
be bicycle friendly.

--
kind regards,
Dave Beltz 
503-227-1340
Portland 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Richard Benedetti [richarddbene@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 1:24 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego Streetcar

My wife and I would like to voice our strong opposition to the $400million plus project to the proposed streetcar 
project connecting Lake Oswego to Portland.   We are retired and have been residents of Lake Oswego since 1988.   
We picked Lake Oswego for a large part due to it's village atmosphere.   We oppose the streetcar for the following 
reasons. 

We do not want increased traffic from Portland into Lake Oswego, whcih possibly could bring and element that would 
increase crime. 

We think it would further urbanize Lake Oswego, which we do not want. 

Lake Oswego has too many onerous, massive projects on its plate to take on another. 

We feel the anticipated ridership is overstated, as has been the case with most Tri-Met projects. 

The cost of the project of nearly $450million is staggering and it would be much cheaper to add more busses if that is 
warranted. 

Please do not go forward with this project.   We are against it, as are almost all of our neighbors who may not take the 
time to write.  Out of about 30 we have talked to none are for it. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Benedetti
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
December 30, 2010

Print

Gregory Benison

Reed College

4320 SW Corbett Ave #102

gbenison@gmail.com

■

■ ■ ■

The streetcar alternative is the best choice for the Portland to Lake Oswego transit corridor.  After reviewing the draft
environmental impact statement and the arguments for and against the three alternatives, I have come to the
opinion that the streetcar offers the most advantages and presents no disadvantage serious enough to be fatal.  I am
a new homeowner in the Johns Landing area, where I intend to live for some time, and I would personally benefit
from the reduced congestion and transportation alternative that the streetcar would offer.  I believe that the
streetcar is not just in my best interest but in that of the region as well.  While it is true that the capital costs
associated with the streetcar are higher than those of the other alternatives, I find this concern to be overstated and
exaggerated in the debate.  There is a plan to pay for the streetcar, and a large part of its cost reflects the value of the
right-of-way, which could go to waste if not used for this opportunity.  We need to take the long view on this.  In
three decades, I doubt anyone will much remember the details of local financing for the transit solution adopted.  The
transit solution itself, however, will be with us for a long time and very much a part of our lives.  We should build the
best one we can.
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Clifford Higgins

From: S M B [smberlant@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:42 PM
To: Trans System Accounts; smberlant@yahoo.com
Subject: LO to Portland Transit Project - Comments

To Whom It May Concern, 

I write you today encouraging you to choose the expanded bus option or the no-build option.  The streetcar option has 
too many troubling environmental impacts, with no real improvement made to positively impact Hwy 43 traffic. 

This project's purpose states that it “should be environmentally sensitive”.  The streetcar alternative is the most 
environmentally damaging of the options and does not provide benefits in traffic reduction on Highway 43.

In December 2010 the Lake Oswego City Council revised the sensitive lands ordinance (50.16) to exempt rail side 
ditches from sensitive lands regulations and the DEIS indicates that there are many rail side ditches that convey water 
in the area, eventually ending in the Willamette river. 

According to the DEIS (section 3.8 Ecosystems), the proposed streetcar corridor is habitat for several protected 
species.  Fifteen species with Federal and/or State status for protection would be negatively impacted by the streetcar 
option.  These involve four avian species including bald eagles and peregrine falcons, and ten fish species including 
Coho and Chinook salmon, Steelhead, green sturgeon, Pacific lamprey, western brook lamprey and cut-throat trout.  
The Western painted turtle would also be impacted. 

The DEIS also indicates that areas critical to wildlife breeding, shelter and foraging would have long-term impacts; 
resulting in the mortality of birds, small mammals, invertebrates and terrestrial organisms. The impacts are the direct 
result of the construction and operation of the streetcar that would significantly damage (long term) areas with “high 
habitat values”.  Retaining walls ranging from 1 ft to 15 ft with a fence on top would impact wildlife: “The presence of 
retaining walls could result in animals falling into the rail alignment, resulting in injury or mortality, or becoming 
trapped within the alignment, possibly resulting in mortality from streetcar activity.”  Additionally, these fences would 
preclude species movement from adjacent habitats, resulting in an increase in habitat fragmentation and loss of 
connectivity and disturbance of existing nesting/denning. Wildlife movement between upland and riparian habitat 
would also be impacted. 

Fisheries would be impacted via permanent stream channel alteration, in-stream construction work, permanent loss of 
riparian vegetation and aquatic habitats.  If the streetcar alignment were constructed, fish salvage/exclusion plans 
would be required; but unfortunately, the City of Lake Oswego has  had less-than-stellar performance in that area 
during the recent draw down of the lake for the sewer construction project.  Many fish were killed during that project, 
including 60-year-old sturgeon.  I am concerned about a repeat situation. 

The Hydrology and Water Quality report indicates that the entire project corridor runs along the western side of the 
Willamette River.  This river is already considered “water quality limited” due to high-density urban development.  The 
bus alternatives do not negatively impact the hydrology and water quality of the area.  However, the streetcar 
alternative would impact the 100-year floodplain by filling 6.5 to 10.1 acres of the floodplain.  And, up to 18.22 acres 
of additional impervious surfaces would be created which also impacts water quality.  The DEIS also indicates that 
floodplain alterations would impact wildlife by providing less areas of refuge during high water events. 

The DEIS indicates that 4 wetland areas and 23 “observed waterways” would be impacted, including crossing over the 
very sensitive Tryon Creek area.  Also of concern is the significant acreage that will be disturbed for construction of the 
streetcar:  56 to 71 acres—all within an area that fronts the Willamette River. 

The streetcar alternative would be built in an area categorized as “greatest hazard” for earthquakes and landslides.  The 
streetcar construction would result in significant impact to this steep area that is already prone to landslides.  22,050 to 

2

27,450 linear feet of new retaining walls are required to support the streetcar alternative.  The impact of these walls on 
the ability of wildlife to be able to move around the corridor is concerning. 

Sincerely,
Shannon Berlant 
14088 Goodall Road 
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
12-16-2010

Print

John M Betts

 

3317 South Shore Blvd

■

Due to some hills & other obsticles, I have a few  accessablity concerns.
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/23/11

Print

Julie Bevan

2063 Crest Drive, Lake Oswego, OR  97034

buffalo@practicemagic.com

Bicycle and pedestrian use

I strongly urge the committee to recommend the Portland to lake Oswego Streetcar option, to include 
pedestrian/bicycle paths along the line.   As a community, we need to be forward thinking and focused on 
environmental sustainability  when considering  development of transportation options, not just concerned about the 
economics and politics of the particular moment.  There are funds available at this time for this project which might 
not be available in the future and I fear that the loudest naysayers are only using their economic arguments to mask 
their own personal political biases about publicly funded civic and mass transportation projects.  And although they 
are the loudest and most frequent voices heard in this debate, they are not the majority.   The Lake Oswego  
community as a whole has been  committed to sustainability  for many years and  the opportunity to  finally  reflect 
that commitment  by providing more environmentally friendly transportation  options  should not be lost.   
Thank you, 
Julie Bevan
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Clifford Higgins

From: Peter Birer [pbirer@asd.edu.qa]
Sent: Monday, November 29, 2010 2:29 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: L,O. To Portland Transit

I am out of the country right now, but wanted my voice to be heard. 
I live at John’s Landing and would greatly prefer the light rail to run along Macadam rather than along the river.  It would be 
better for the economy of the area, and also not disrupt the view (or quiet) of the river. 
Thank you  
Peter Birer
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/10/2011

Print

Michael Birndorf

2182 NW Hoyt St. APT 1 Portland, OR 97210

mbirndo@msn.com

 
I strongly recommend adoption of the Street Car option.    
 
Similar street car projects in the Portland area have had an immeasurable positive economic and livability impact on 
the adjacent area in terms of increased development, tax base, etc. that cannot be created through enhanced bus 
service.  The Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project will encourage development and redevelopment in Johns 
Landing and Lake Oswego.  As noted in the report, the street car option could promote the creation of around 43 
million square feet of available floor area for retail or offices in the station areas.  I also expect that there will be a 
significant economic benefit to the developing South Waterfront district as the district will be the northern gateway 
to the street car line and the area will become more accessible to those living in and working south of Portland.  The 
enhanced bus option will not have a similar positive effect on land use and economic development.   
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
December 15, 2010

Print

Robert Borgford

None

15930 Twin Fir Road  Lake Oswego OR 97035

borgford@ix.netcom.com

There is virtually no growth in Lake Oswego at this time, and LO is served well by busses.  Spending over 400 million 
on a system that will be underutilized for years seems a folly.  The rationale seems to be that our region may only 
have to come up with a small part of the 400 million.  Yet, folks, it is all of our money.  If we need to buy more buses, 
then they are cheap compared to a rail system, a large parking structure and very long payback. 
 
We still own the right-of-way for the proposed rail line.  If it makes sense in 25 years, then we already own the land, 
and it will be relatively easy to build the car line when it is actually needed. 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail

Print

Mary Bosch

431 Lakewood Av Lake Oswego 97034

■ ■ ■

■

The streetcar decision is the single most important factor influencing the future of Lake Oswego in all respects for 
generations to come.  Historically, in communities everywhere, transportation systems are the most critical driver of 
economic opportunity, community vibrancy and innovation in all aspects of society.  The real question is do we as a 
community  wish to be part of the positive, exciting changes the Portland region anticipates over the next decades, or 
do we want to hold onto the past and lose the opportunity of a lifetime to make a significant contribution to long 
term environmental sustainability and create a strong link to the regional economy and community. 
The streetcar offers an opportunity of a lifetime (with an unprecedented federal $ contribution) for Lake Oswego to 
join the region in accommodating a share of the additional million people who will live here by 2035 and attract high 
quality residential and economic development-- without which will lead to a stagnant or declining tax base and 
serious long term decline.  Let's get the facts straight on--who will pay, what development will realistically occur and 
what other communities have experienced as a result of streetcar developments.  Then, let's make an INFORMED, 
STRATEGIC and FUTURE-ORIENTED decision with the long term impacts on our city in mind.
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/28/2011

Print

John R. Bradshaw

Lakewood Neighborhood Association

185 North Shore Rd.    ---  Lake Oswego, Or.  97034

John@portlandtrans.com

 
 
Wife Diane and I have been involved in most of the Streetcar meetings over the last several months and have 
provided our written comments to virtually all of your staff, including Director Doug Obletz and all Lake Oswego City 
officials. We are generally in favor of the Streetcar Project with one"Glaring Exception". Our Streetcar "deal breaker" 
is the location of the park and ride garage near State St. and North Shore Rd. We and our North Shore and Lakewood 
neighbors are aghast at the reasoning of this component of the project because of the issues of dramatically increased 
traffic and complete disregard for the history atmosphere and culture of this environment.  
   
We ask that this intrusive garage be moved to a more intelligent location where the integrity of our fair City is not 
destroyed. 
 
                               More Than Sincerely   
 
                               John Bradshaw
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Clifford Higgins

From: Anne-Marie Brogan [amvabrogan@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:49 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

  
We are the current resident of 50 Briarwood Road, Lake Oswego, 97034. We are writing to 

record my opposition, and that of my wife  to the proposed Streetcar option.  
  
We have attended many of the open events at which the project has been outlined but have 

often felt that those involved have not been able to explain why 
  a Street Car would be a viable and justifiable solution.  
  
Our objection is based on the following: 
1.   The anticipated cost of $450 million dollars.  It is very difficult to contemplate an investment 

of this size for such a minor benefit and in the current period of fiscal constraints/education 
cut backs. 

2.   It is not anticipated to materially reduce traffic on Hwy 43.  Metro’s own study (which I 
assume is optimistic) shows that the Streetcar would reduce rush hour traffic by 100 cars in 
2035.   

3.   Commuter parking garages would need to be constructed in downtown LO which would 
make traffic worse there. 

4.  The Streetcar would not be faster than road traffic because the most likely route would go 
into the street on Macadam through John’s landing which means it would move no faster 
than traffic. 

5.  It goes to the wrong place downtown: PSU instead of to the bus mall where people who use 
public transit make connections. 

6.  It doesn’t go to West Linn, so anyone commuting from West Linn would  have to transfer and 
their commute will be longer than it is now.. 

7.  There is not much developable land between John’s Landing and Oregon City.  Where are 
all of the people coming from that need this expensive project?We don’t need it in LO. 

  
We therefore wish to formally register our strong objection to the proposed Streetcar option for 

the Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Michael and Anne-Marie Brogan 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736

TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Date  January 31, 2011                               

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment

(Please print)

Name (required) Michael Brouhard

Affiliation (if any) N/A

Address (required) 620 SW Atwater Road, Lake Oswego, OR 97034

E-mail (optional) michael.brouhard@gmail.com

     Include my e-mail in your project notification list.

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply)

  x   Land use and planning  x    Economic activity   x   Community Effects      Public safety and security

     Environmental impacts   x   Transportation      Finance      Alternatives and/or design 

options

     Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks      Other                                                     

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary) 

I have reviewed the DEIS and attended two public meetings on the Lake Oswego to Portland 

Transit Project. 

Based on my research, I want to go on record as being strongly in favor of the Streetcar option 

and I urge the committees to recommend this as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

I also urge the committees to recommend the Willamette Shore Line right-of-way as the 

preferred route for the streetcar.

Along with the construction of the streetcar line on the Willamette Shore Line right-of-way,  I 

urge the committies to place a high priority on the construction of a Lake Oswego to Portland 

multi-use trail for bicycles and pedestrians.

The Lake Oswego to Portland Streetcar and bicycle and pedestrian train will be tremendous 

benefit to both communities and the entire Metro area. It will provide immediate economic 

benefit from the construction projects, long-term economic benefit from the transportation 

improvements, and health and recreation benefits from the trail.600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736

TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov.

Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232
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Clifford Higgins

From: Bruce Brown [Bruce@gbdarchitects.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Cc: Grant Watkinson; Vidya Kale; Daniel Gottlieb; Gregory and Amy Monahan; Sarah Asby; Dorothy Atwood; 'Matt 

Briggs'; 'Millhauser, Susan'; Moncrieff, Sally
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

Ms. Snook: 
 
I am a long term resident of Lake Oswego and current co‐chair of the Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board.  I am a very 
strong advocate for the Streetcar option as the process moves forward but this e‐mail is intended to address a few issues that I 
believe are not addressed adequately in the DEIS.   
 
The DEIS addresses carbon reduction on a comparative basis but it appears as though the comparison is purely quantitative not 
economic.  While the economics of carbon are currently not fully resolved, it is realistic to consider that cost of carbon emissions 
will be resolved in the next 10 years either through carbon taxes, cap and trade or some other valuation mechanism.  If one 
looks at the proposed British Columbia Carbon Tax rates as a model, the carbon savings of the Streetcar versus the No Action 
option could produce close to a million dollars a year in savings.  Exploring these economic aspects carbon emission reduction 
should be included in the study either officially or as an adjunct study.   
 
The second item that does not appear to be fully addressed is the overall operational and maintenance costs of the three 
options.  It is my understanding that the maintenance of the tracks and bed are included in the estimates for the streetcar but 
repair and replacement cost of the highway is not folded into the comparative cost of the No Action and Enhanced Bus option.  
The existing bus service causes a tremendous amount of wear and tear on the road surface and underlying base and sub‐base.  
The enhanced bus service will just exacerbate and accelerate the need for repairs and replacement of the pavement.  These are 
very large numbers but it is my understanding they are not included in the overall cost of the No Action and Enhanced Bus 
options.  They should if we are going to truly compare apples and apples. 
 
Lastly, and this is related to the previous point, the operational/maintenance costs are only extended out to 2035.  That is only 
25 years.  The streetcar is going to have a likely life cycle of at least 50 years and probably closer to 100.  The first MAX line is 
already 25 years old and it is just kid compared to other systems and equipment around the country.  It is imperative that the 
full life cycle of these comparative systems be considered not just a short horizon of 25 years.  I am convinced the longer the 
term of the comparison the wiser the Streetcar option will look.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Bruce Brown, AIA 
Co‐chair, Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board.              
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Clifford Higgins

From: Linda Brown [brownlinda@clear.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego Streetcar

Please count me as a strong supporter of a Lake Oswego streetcar.  
 
1) Lake Oswego is essentially built out, with one of the few areas still available for development 
in the downtown Foothills area. This area, with the rail corridor running through it, will be most 
attractive to homeowners who will commute to downtown Portland for business purposes due to its 
close proximity to Portland. A streetcar, which will run along the river, with its lovely views and 
few stops, will enhance the desirability of the area. A bus alternative simply will never be as 
pleasant, fast or "sexy" because the route can't run any faster than auto traffic. 
 
2) A no build option isn't an option really, it's a head‐in‐the‐sand approach wishing that the 
future won't include ever more expensive parking or fuel costs. 
 
3) The streetcar will work both ways, bringing Portland residents to Lake Oswego to visit, shop, 
dine, attend Lakewood productions etc. Excursion traffic will increase as South Waterfront and 
businesses associated with OHSU continue to develop. It's an easy and attractive venture for people 
living in that area who more and more frequently choose not to own or operate a private auto.  
 
Linda Brown 
17917 Kelok Road 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
503‐638‐1566 
brownlinda@clear.net 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Karen Kovalik [mikeandkaren@me.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2010 7:35 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Proposed No-Build, Bus, Street Car Lake Oswego to Portland

Based on the received DEIS, we support the street car. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mike Brown and Karen Kovalik 
Lake Oswego residents, 15 years 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required) Robert C. Brown 

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required) 17917 Kelok Rd, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

E-mail (optional) bobrown@clear.net 

 X    Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

  X   Land use and planning   X   Economic activity   X   Community Effects   X   Public safety and security 

     Environmental impacts   X  Transportation      Finance        Alternatives and/or design options 

     Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks       Other                                                      
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

The proposed Street Car makes best use of an existing right of way, by providing an alternate 
route between Portland and Lake Oswego with minimal impact on traffic on existing roadways. 
The use of the Street Car right of way will enhance the communities at both ends with 
consistent predictable regularly scheduled transits between two population centers.  
The Street Car provides an opportunity for destination excursions to view the Willamette from 
the hillside, something that cannot be offered with other alternatives. Excursion travel should 
benefit the businesses at both ends of the Street Car. 
The Street Car operating expense, once built, should be less than motorized alternatives using 
existing roads, and travel time should be reduced assuming the exclusive right of way is used. 
 
All great cities have dedicated right of way for mass transit. Metro must use the Street Car to 
create a dedicated transportation corridor between Lake Oswego and Portland. 
 
Public safety will be enhanced with a Street Car running on a dedicated right of way. The Street 
Car will be off the major roadways reducing the opportunity for vehicle collision. 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date   January 12, 2011                               
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Statement of Support for the Lake Oswego to Portland Streetcar 
 

 
The Portland to Lake Oswego streetcar is the matter now being considered along with two other options 
for the Highway 43 corridor.  I live in Lake Oswego and support the streetcar being built along the 
existing right-of-way purchased by the Consortium in the eighties from Southern Pacific Railroad.  My 
support is based on an expected population growth of one million more Oregon residents in the not-
too-distant future.   
 
Even with today’s population, the route along Macadam from Portland to Lake Oswego and further 
south is a bottleneck, and traffic often creeps along in stop/go fashion.  At least five times in the last 
couple months, I have personally abandoned a creeping bus, opting to eat in Portland and take a later 
bus home.  Not everyone can do that.  Some have children to pick up from the babysitter; some must 
get dinner for their families at home; some have evening meetings and appointments and can’t lollygag 
around Portland until the traffic thins.  Other times, I have endured the exhaust, the heat, the crowding, 
and often the standing of a bus ride along Hwy 43 at commute times.  I hope emergency vehicles have a 
plan for getting through. 
 
I would add to my support for a streetcar that its route not enter onto Macadam and get lost in that 
creeping stream of traffic, lest the advantage of a dedicated lane be compromised.  The streetcar could 
perhaps cross Macadam at right angles to service Johns Landing, but the value of an exclusive lane from 
Portland to Lake Oswego should not be underestimated. 
 
All this is evident even now.  If population growth figures for our region are anywhere near accurate, 
then Lake Oswego and communities further south will be squeezed out of access to Portland. There are 
many good reasons—cultural, educational, travel, employment, volunteer work— for people to want to 
get into Portland on a regular basis.  Without the dedicated streetcar travel lane, we will be left with a 
worsened Hwy 43, I-5, 99E, or I-205—already busy thoroughfares (which have costs of their own). 
 
I believe there are some things that all of us owe to all the rest of us in order that we may enjoy a fully 
functioning, productive, satisfying public community—including, but not limited to, clean water, 
sanitation, libraries, education of the coming generations, and an efficient transportation system. 
 
It takes money to provide essentials and amenities, but it also costs to neglect these areas.  A 
community that neglects to build for the future eventually pays the often higher price of deterioration 
and deferred maintenance, as well as more intangible losses reflected in a poorly trained, 
unemployable, and less healthy population. 
 
We know we cannot increase capacity along Hwy 43, but the old S&P right-of-way provides the extra 
lane we need in this corridor.  I hope we will support streetcar travel on this right-of-way and eventually 
extend the rails further south to West Linn, Oregon City, and beyond. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
     Elizabeth Burke 
     5063 Foothills Drive, Unit B 
     Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail

Print

James and Diane Burke

4280 SW Corbett Ave, Portland, OR 97239

We are very much in favor of this project, as the transport is much needed in this area.
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Clifford Higgins

From: WWYNI@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:15 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego Street Car

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please count us as opposed to the Lake Oswego Street Car Project. Our opposition is founded upon the 
project's estimated and probable costs, both of which will be uneconomical when compared to more 
practical alternatives. We are also opposed to the additional costs the street car is assumed to address, 
such as planned expansion of 'urban renewal' of the Foothills area. The project risks from that alone cannot 
be borne by Lake Oswego taxpayers without great risk to their homes and home values.   

The recent history of public transit in the Portland area is not one of success or public pride. Projects such 
as light rail have been built over voters' objections, and its costs are being diverted away from other critical 
infrastructure, such as the Sellwood Bridge. And today, such projects as the Milwaukie light rail threaten the 
solvency of other areas of public need. In Lake Oswego, education for example.

Oregon is experiencing a continued drain on private sector employment and the well-being of many of its 
citizens, simply because the cost of and reach of government is driving business away. Please be honest 
and count those of us opposed to the street car. Consider something less expensive and disruptive to our 
community.

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Buskuhl
Lake Oswego
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/28/2011

Print

Sandy Carter

2555 Dillow Drive, West Linn, OR 97068

This project is long overdue. The first public planning meeting about this that I attended was in 1995 or so, in Lake 
Oswego.  I was strongly in favor then and I am strongly in favor now.  I would ride often and I would happily transfer 
from Bus 35.  But there needs to be an adequate Park-and-Ride for the West Linn and south-originating people, too, 
especially if our now infrequent mid-day service is reduced even more. I'm not sure why the West Linn portion of Bus 
35 would have to suffer: That doesn't seem like a necessary or wise trade-off, from the perspective of gaining public 
support.  I know many here in West Linn who will vocally oppose the Trolley if it means one less bus through our 
town. 
 
This right of way is a gold mine for the regional transit system. Anyone who has been caught in Highway 
43/Macadam/State Street traffic at evening rush hour has experienced true gridlock. And it should be built to 
accommodate bikes, as Highway 43 between State Street and the Sellwood is a death trap and a hill big enough to 
discourage many potential riders. The trolley would make the ride much faster, as well as greener, more pleasant and 
more reliable. Sometimes it just takes about 75 years for us to return to a great idea.
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Clifford Higgins

From: Sandra Carter [carters42@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, December 03, 2010 8:07 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Metro to Lake Oswego

I recently retired from Norhern Virginia and purchased a condo in John's Landing. One of the primary reasons for my 
relocation to Portland is the public transportation available. I was told that an extension of the streetcar route through 
John's Landing to Lake Oswego was likely within 5 years. I will be disappointed if this does not occur. I would like to 
encourage you to proceed with construction of a streetcar to reduce the heavy traffic on Macadam Ave. and to continue 
to improve the "GREEN" environment so valued in Oregon.  
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From: cartwright_ranch [cartwright_ranch@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:01 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: no, not yet anyway

Dear Sirs and Madames:

I am writing you as a concerned citizen in regards to the proposed streetcar/trolley system to come support Lake Oswego and 
would like to share with you my opposition in the matter. 

Our city has already taken on an expensive, time intensive, and natural resource sensitive project with the LO Interceptor.  We do 
not need another right now. 

The streetcar "upgrades" on Martin Luther King Boulevard and Broadway/Wiedler have been disruptive and do not yet appear to 
decrease any congestion on these main throroughfares as an example in the Portland area.   The "need" for this transportation in
Clackamas county is less clear. 

I propose that we follow New Jersey's suit and postpone any costly transportation "upgrades" to a different time when the looming
deficits that our city/state face are not as great.  It behooves us to avoid adding to our current debt with any initial start up costs, 
as well as avoid and recurring costs that this expensive, and arguably risky project would entail. 

Sincerely, 

Victoria Cartwright, citizen and member of Glenmorrie Neighborhood Association Board. 
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Duncan Castle

16181 Parelius Circle, Lake Oswego, OR 97034

duncan43@comcast.net

I am very much in favor of extending the street car from Portland to Lake Oswego. Although I have read comments in 
the Lake Oswego Review about concerns for the upfront cost what I see from the studies is that the life cycle costs for 
the street car are better than for the enhanced bus option. What also impressed me is the longer we use the street 
car the greater reduction of subsidies that are required by TriMet to support it. Just the opposite is true for the 
enhanced bus option - over time the percentage of subsidy increases. 
 
I also feel that the streetcar is the best sustainability option. It doesn't burn fossil fuel and even the fossil fuel that 
may be part of the generation of electricity that is used will diminish over time an example being the shut down of the 
coal generation facility in Boardman. Electric busses without overhead wires is not an option in the foreseeable 
future. So choosing the enhanced bus option continues to contribute to global warming for an extended period of 
time. 
 
Additionally it is clear that expanding Highway 43 is not an option. Enhanced busses are competing for the same 
space. However the streetcar rail line adds capacity that is already there. 
 
Overall this is such a unique opportunity that it would be a shame to forgo or even delay it. Although I know there is a 
well organized effort within Lake Oswego and Dunthorpe to stop the street car I doubt that very many of those 
opposed regularly use public transit between Lake Oswego and Portland. I do and it is not a lot of fun to be stuck in a 
bus during rush hour traffic. The street car avoids that issue.  
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From: Kathy Chiocca [njgrl4ever@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:54 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Streetcar Development

I am a resident of Lake Oswego. I have great concern about the proposed "Streetcar Development" proposed. 
Specifically I am concerned about the impact it will have on our town, not the least of which is the environmental impact. 

Our town has recently chosen to put NEW sensitive lands regulations on private property in order to exchange those 
areas for public areas where they do not want regulations. Now, rather than consider the same impact on the 
streetcar line, they are proposing an environmentally damaging option that does not provide benefits in CO 
emissions or traffic reduction on Highway 43. This double standard towards environmental protection is not a 
responsible or valid approach to caring for natural resources. 

In addition, the streetcar alternative would be built in an area categorized as “greatest hazard” for earthquakes 
and landslides.  The streetcar construction would result in significant impact to this steep area that is already prone 
to landslides.  22,050 to 27,450 linear feet of new retaining walls are required to support the streetcar 
alternative.  The impact of these walls on the ability of wildlife to be able to move around the corridor is 
concerning.

The Hydrology and Water Quality report indicates that the entire project corridor runs along the western side of the 
Willamette River.  This river is already considered “water quality limited” due to high-density urban development.  
The bus alternatives do not negatively impact the hydrology and water quality of the area.  However, the 
streetcar alternative would impact the 100-year floodplain by filling 6.5 to 10.1 acres of the floodplain.  And, 
up to 18.22 acres of additional impervious surfaces would be created which also impacts water quality.  The 
DEIS also indicates that floodplain alterations would impact wildlife by providing less areas of refuge during high 
water events. 

Please consider the above impact when making your decision. I believe that the streetcar will have the biggest 
negative impact to the area while producing the least benefit to the area. The area served is almost fully built so 
there will NOT be increased population concerns. People get by just fine right now and will do so in the future. I 
hardly think the people who live in Dunthorpe and drive into Portland via Highway 43, will be taking the streetcar 
instead.

Kathy CHiocca 

Lake Oswego, OR 
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The streetcar is the only locally preferred option that makes sense for the future in Lake 
Oswego.

I had the good fortune to attend parts of the Rail~Voluntion Conference last month. It was 
rewarding to listen to so many educated and experienced, transits oriented people who are 
looking forward and planning for the future. I learned that the best time to plan rail oriented,
future development is during an economic downturn so that one is ready to move forward when
the time comes. And it will.

I had two experiences during the week that made it crystal clear that WE NEED THE 
STREETCAR TO COME TO Lake Oswego NOW.
I sat in a room with over 80 experienced representatives from cities, large and small, from all 
around the US who were positive in their minds that Lake Oswego was next in line to receive the
Federal green light to build this streetcar project. When we told them that it wasn’t a “done deal” 
they were stunned. They just couldn’t believe that a city like Lake Oswego would throw away a 
golden opportunity like this. They are fighting like cats and dogs to get in line for projects like 
this in their very own communities. 

Or timing is priceless. Lake Oswego owns the Right Of Way. Right now, this project is in the 
best interest of the Feds, from a financial point of view.  Our locally elected Federal officials are 
in influential positions, relative to transportation, to help us reach this goal, and they want to.

In class after class, I learned that healthy development follows rail lines. Building this rail line 
and the additional development in Johns Landing, Macadam, “Albertsons” and the Foothills 
District would help reach many of Metro’s regional goals. The one group not interested in this 
project is a neighborhood group that doesn’t even live in Lake Oswego. (Development is not 
slated for their part of the line, but it is sure is for much of the rest of the line.) Lake Oswego 
must not lose one inch of this right of way. Keep in mind, that if this corridor is not used for a
rail line, it could revert to the very property owners who are against the project. Interesting! 

If this streetcar and proposed additional development doesn’t happen now…it will in time. And it 
will probably even be easier to get it built in twenty years or so, because High Way 43 will be so 
congested and Lake Oswego will so desperately need infill to keep a tax base to pay for services, 
that many more LO citizens will be lining up to get this project built.

Too bad the project will be so much more expensive. Too bad so many more cities will be in line 
for the same funding. Too bad that building costs will be so much higher. And, too bad we might 
not have a ready made team of heavy hitters fighting for Lake Oswego on the federal level.

If you think progress is expensive today, wait until you see what it will cost in ten, fifteen or 
twenty years. 

Many say NIMBY…..I say IMBY!

Mary Beth Coffey
5059A Foothill Dr.
Lake Oswego, Oregon 997034
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From: the Cooks [rehoboth5@earthlink.net]
Sent: Sunday, January 02, 2011 7:15 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: comments on Lake Oswego to Portland DEIS

I and my family live in Lake Oswego.  I commute to work in downtown Portland.  Currently, I commute 
by bus.  In addition, I and my family sometimes use the bus to get from home to events in downtown 
Portland, and sometimes also to get to the airport.   
 
I have reviewed the DEIS on transit options for Lake Oswego to Portland.  It is a well written 
document.   
 
Ideally, I would favor the streetcar option.  I have ridden the streetcar in downtown Portland and 
the MAX light rail often.  Also, I have ridden streetcars in various European cities.  I am 
convinced that rail transit is the future for modern, growing cities.   
 
I have spent several decades riding the bus in the Portland area.  If for some reason the streetcar 
option is not viable, I would favor the enhanced bus option.   
 
Commuting by car is dangerous, costly and polluting, and it contributes to congestion.  Portland's 
national reputation for livability is in part due to its system of light rail and streetcars. 
 
Some people write off streetcars as a pipe dream for "tax and spend liberals."  I am not a liberal, 
and I favor streetcars.  American Conservative magazine's website includes a department devoted to 
promoting streetcars, called "Keep America Moving" by the American Conservative Center for Public 
Transportation.     
 
Thank you. 
 
William R. Cook 
211 Hidalgo St. 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
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January 4, 2011 

TO: METRO 

RE: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 

I am supporting the streetcar alternative to help resolve the traffic issues on Highway 43 from Lake 
Oswego to Portland. Although I no longer have to commute into Portland on that Highway, for many 
years I dreaded having early morning or late afternoon meetings downtown, knowing that I’d be stuck in 
a crawl along 43 and Macadam Ave. 

I think our local leaders made a very wise decision many years ago by purchasing the right-of-way for 
possible future use. The costs of the streetcar seem very reasonable to me, especially when we think 
about how high the cists will be if we opt not to act now. By the time the streetcar is actually in service, 
we will be very glad we made the investment when we could. 

The design options, route and station locations are details I think best decided by the professionals in 
the various agencies involved.  It seems to me to make sense to locate a station at the Albertson’s 
shopping area, especially since it’s within walking distance of my home, but I will support whatever 
makes the most sense in terms of the future Foothills development and local traffic patterns. 

Jan Coulton 
623 Middlecrest Rd. 
Lake Oswego 
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From: Joyce Cox [jccox321@q.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:06 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO Streetcar

Dear Sirs: 

We definitely oppose the Metro fast train coming to Lake Oswego.  We can’t afford it and resent your interference with the project.
The bus system can handle the ridership.  The parking  structure will remove Albertsons …a needed grocery store.   
It will change the small-town atmosphere of LO for the worse. 

No streetcar! 

Carroll and Joyce Cox 
1603 Bay View Lane 
Lake Oswego, OR. 
97034 
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From: Connicro@aol.com
Sent: Monday, January 17, 2011 2:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Streetcar Project

As a 30 year resident of Lake Oswego, I strongly encourage the construction of the streetcar.  It provides safe, clean and durable
transportation along the Hwy. 43 corridor. 

Please vote YES for the streetcar. 

Connie Crow 
5666 Charles Circle 
Lake Oswego  97035 
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From: Doug Cushing [doug.cushing@jordanschrader.com]
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 11:00 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO streetcar

Seeing the number of people in the Lakewood Center tonight to offer both positive and negative views with calm demeanor and no 
outbursts of enthusiasm, or worse, was an encouraging sight.  My name is Douglas Cushing, I reside at 4311 Glacier Lily Lake 
Oswego, practice law here, and have served on city commissions and task forces dealing with land use, development and the 
city's comprehensive plan.  I have previously been a school board member in Medford and am very aware of "enthusiastic' 
citizens. Having once worked in downtown Portland I know the burden of driving Hwy 43 even 15 years ago.

The streetcar proposal seems to raise far more vehement claims than the project deserves.  One fourth of the cost will be covered
by a smart decision made 20 years ago to acquire the right of way.  The federal government will contribute a major share, and the
local areas all along the route benefited by the line will chip in to cover the cost.  It is hard to envision a more attractive
development plan.  The possible development of Foothills is purely an extra benefit.

The business Journal for today notes a study by a Maryland professor, formerly at OSU, noting how enlarging freeways does little
good in solving transit issues.  Mass transit is far superior.  Highway 43 affords little opportunity to expand anything - and more
frequent buses is hardly likely to solve a long term problem.  The streetcar in Portland has been a development ignition source,
offers efficient transit, and the Lake Oswego link [hopefully expanded farther south later] will be a strong intelligent move for this 
community.  Please support the streetcar.

Douglas Cushing
Jordan Schrader Ramis PC
2 Centerpointe Dr  Suite 600
Lake Oswego, Or 97035

__________ Information from ESET NOD32 Antivirus, version of virus signature database 5815 (20110125) __________

The message was checked by ESET NOD32 Antivirus.
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Please do not read, copy, or disseminate this communication unless you are the 
intended addressee. This e-mail may contain confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the addressee. 
If you have received this in error, please notify me via return e-mail. 

TAX ADVICE NOTICE: IRS Circular 230 requires us to advise you that if this communication or any attachment 
contains any tax advice, the advice is not intended to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-
related penalties or (ii) promoting, marketing, or recommending any transaction, plan, or arrangement. A taxpayer may 
rely on professional advice to avoid tax-related penalties only if the advice is reflected in a comprehensive tax opinion 
that conforms to stringent requirements. Please contact us if you have any questions about this requirement, or would 
like to discuss preparation of an opinion that conforms to these IRS rules. 
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From: Cathy Cutrera [catherinecutrera@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:20 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Streetcar

NO NO NO!!!! 
This project is too expensive & will not benefit anyone in our community!!!! 
 
I disagree with this project wholeheartedly.  
Cathy 
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From: Judy Davis [jwdavis@hevanet.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2011 3:25 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Street Car to Lake Oswego

We have lived in Lake Oswego for the past 18 years and we feel the street car is a giant step 
forward for our community. 
 
The expanded Foothills development will bring new and needed housing options for young families and 
retired people who no longer want to support and maintain large homes but still want to remain in 
Lake Oswego with its great services and friendly community. 
 
This is the time to make this infrastructure investment which will never be more affordable and 
will pay dividends for generations to come. The street car will reduce our carbon footprint by 
cutting traffic on Highway 43 and provide a highly attractive transportation for commuters and for 
those in our community who are either too young or too old to drive. 
 
We want to work with the City of Lake Oswego, Metro, Multnomah County and everyone who sees the 
positive vision of the future that the street car offers. 
 
Judy Davis and Jack Kysar 
17617 Arbor Lane 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
Home phone: 503‐699‐8737 
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From: pdavisor@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, January 06, 2011 1:44 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Streetcar

I’m a retired senior citizen and am opposed to the very expensive streetcar line to Portland.  Lake Oswego already has 
many very expensive projects on it’s plate and and I don’t think we can afford another one.  There are more cost 
effective options out there that we should consider.  I’m afraid as a senior on a fixed income I will no longer be able to 
afford to live here and be forced to move.  Thanks Pete Davis 
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From: pdavisor@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, December 08, 2010 9:32 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: we can't afford it.

Please take into consideration the huge expense of this project and how it will affect people in Lake Oswego who live 
on fixed incomes and can't afford the increase in local taxes for maintenance and other expenses that will be tied into 
this.  Thank You.  Peter Davis
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peter davis

346 lakebay ct lake oswego or 97034

pdavisor2AOL.COM

 I am very concerned about cost.  I am retired on a fixed income, as many people in Lake Oswego and am afraid these 
high cost projects are going to force us out of Lake Oswego.  L.O. has a lot on it's plate right now and to add this huge 
cost onto everthing else does not make sense.  It seems to make much more sense to think about the enhanced bus 
system that will accomplish the same thing at a much more affordable price and not drive long time residents on a 
fixed income out of Lake Oswego.
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Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 
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Tim Davis

none

915 SE 35th Avenue, Portland, OR 97214

pdxfan@gmail.com

Dear Metro, 
 
This is Tim Davis, and although I do not live along the proposed Streetcar corridor between South Waterfront and 
Lake Oswego, I fully support the proposed line, with one caveat: it MUST include a parallel bicycle trail! 
 
Although I don't ever ride the Streetcar myself, I support its existence and continued expansion for several reasons: 
1. It spurs economic activity like no other form of transportation ever developed. 
2. It dramatically improves the overall look of the areas along the line.  NO bus line can EVER do this. 
3. It runs on electricity, as opposed to buses. 
4. The streetcars are now made right here in Portland!  What more reason do we need? 
5. Visitors love it!  I love showing it off to everyone who visits; that is really the only time I ride it, because I can run 
faster than the Streetcar. 
6. Did I mention the unbelievable economic development impact?  Every major study proves this!! 
7. They can fit in tight places and run quietly. 
8. It would be a beautiful new amenity along the river that no other city in the entire country could ever have 
anything like. 
 
Having said this, I have two major caveats: 
 
1. This new Streetcar line MUST be FAST!  The ones through downtown and the Pearl are so unbelievably slow and 
run so infrequently (every 15 minutes does not cut it) that it's pointless for me to ever take it.  I do love seeing it, 
though; it has a wonderful "urbane" look, and people do seem inspired by its mere existence.  Believe me, though, 
that this new line will fail if it doesn't average at least 15 mph, including all stops, between LO and SoWa. 
 
2. I will completely withdraw my entire support of the line if it does not include a parallel bike path!  We desperately 
need a good, paved, fairly wide bike path along the west side of the Willamette from downtown to Lake Oswego!  
Thousands of us could use it to get to work, friends' homes, or places for recreation.  It's an incredibly crucial 
economic, health and quality of life issue.  If I had to choose between a bike trail and a new streetcar line, 
unquestionably I would choose a bike trail. 
Thank you so much for your consideration!  --Tim Davis
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From: Michael Dawson [spikeof65@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 07, 2010 2:05 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Comment on LO-PDX Trolley/Bus Improvement Project

This is embarrassing.  No completion of the trolley + improved bus until 2017?  All so a handful of wealthy NIMBYs 
living along the route can lobby against sanity?  Pathetic. 

One look at the disgusting, mega-wasteful stop-and-go line-up of one-occupant automobiles snaking into and out of Portland 
every weekday would be enough to put the trolley and bus improvement to the front of the "build now" line in any sane society or
city.  Peak Oil is not a joke.

People who purchase and keep houses along a major urban-suburban arterial know or should know what their situation is vis-à-
vis potential new transportation projects.  That is their problem, not the whole city’s.

The trolley and bus improvements should be constructed as soon as possible.  NIMBYs should move, if they don’t like the new 
reality.

Sincerely,

Michael Dawson

5011 Foothills Rd Apt D

Lake Oswego, OR  97034

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment report 91



600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
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David Degner

11605 SW Riverwood Rd

Davidegner@aol.com

 
Dunthorpe/Riverdale is a close-knit community, albeit with a single public building; the grade school.  The 
neighborhood is hilly, spread out and difficult for children to walk from one house to another.  A notable exception to 
this is Riverwood Road, which is relatively flat and broad allowing children to play in the street.  Riverwood Road is 
the site of the only occasion when almost all of the children in the neighborhood, and their parents, come together at 
one time to trick or treat on Holloween.  In 2008 our house saw over 250 children on Oct. 31st., and as many parents.  
A train using any part of Riverwood Road will destroy the habitability, particularly for the children of the street and 
the community's use of this important area for community gathering.  And, assuming the train stops along Riverwood, 
it could invite those who do not live there to park along the street using the street as a "park and ride."  Even if a 
permit system was instituted that might mitigate the use of the street by commuters, it would put an extra burden on 
residents and visitors of residents. 
 
Riverwood Road is used by children more than most streets in the Riverdale neighborhood for riding bicycles, walking 
dogs and just strolling.  A train will necessarily create a safety hazard to those activities.  Assuming there will be a 
station on Riverwood Road, it is inevitable there will be more people on the street.  Increased traffic means an 
increase in uninvited visitors, some of whom may visit to see if there are opportunities to commit crimes such as 
burglary and theft.  Currently the street is patrolled infrequently by the Multnomah Sheriff's Office, which will likely 
have to greatly increase their visits if the train is routed on Riverwood Road. 
 
I have lived on Riverwood Road for 11 years now.  I have used the 35 and  36 bus on numerous occasions when I have 
business in Portland.  I have never been on a full or nearly full bus.  I believe that a prediction that sometime in the 
future there may be sufficient traffic to justify regular train service between Portland and Lake Oswego is highly 
speculative.  When, and if, there is sufficient use of the existing bus service so that it pays for itself, then I would 
consider increasing that service.  Alternatively, if enhanced bus service is insufficient, a train could be routed along 
highway 43. 
 
Thank you for considering my concerns in your planning.    
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Clifford Higgins

From: John DeMott [john_demott@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:23 AM
To: Clifford Higgins
Subject: Comment on Lake Oswego-Portland Transit DEIS

 
I am a resident of Lake Oswego, and a long time, regular user of Highway 
43 to Portland. None of the 
alternatives appear to offer any improvement in transportation options for me or my neighbors. The 
draft environmental impact statement appears to ignore a fundamental reality about traffic on 
Highway 43: that most of the users of the highway do not live within walking distance of Highway 43 
and have very poor access to public transportation. For example, the TriMet website trip planner 
shows that the quickest trip from my house to downtown Portland (Fifth and Burnside) is 101 
minutes, including 22 minutes of walking (all of it on streets without sidewalks) and 13 minutes of 
waiting. Typical driving time would be about 25‐30 minutes. 
 
If you expect to increase ridership on public transportation along the Highway 43 corridor, you 
have to make it possible for people to get to and from public transit in a reasonable time. 
Otherwise, you will continue to have the same situation as now‐‐cars stuck in traffic and buses (or 
trolleys) with empty seats. 
More seats won't help and neither will faster buses or trolleys, if riders can't get to them 
conveniently. 
 
For a lot less money, you could pave the rail line as a bike path and get some cars off the road 
without the ongoing costs and energy use of a trolley or bus. 
 
If you're going to spend the money on enhanced public transportation, better bus service appears to 
at least offer 
  the possibility of more flexibility to bring the bus to where the people are. 
 
John DeMott 
17801 Hillside Drive 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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Clifford Higgins

From: TDJPDX@aol.com
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Trans System Accounts; email@lakeoswegoreview.com; www.ci.oswego.or.us@aol.com;

mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com
Subject: A letter to the Editor

I have lived in Lake Oswego for over 50 years..... and have been instrumental in working towards the welfare of this community.
Its been a long and tedious wait tor an alternative form of transportation for highway 43. I Support the Streetcar.
The streetcar is important because of its potential as an economic driver. 
There are many reasons why a streetcar makes sense. More reasons, in fact, than we initially thought of when we bought the right--of- way 
more than 20 years ago. 
I have and do commend Our City Fathers for having the optimistic visions for our City.  Not just for the Streetcar,  but for supporting many 
challenges for change in the past.  
In the 70's it was the a  new library,  Kruse way corridor, downtown development, open space bonds.  I remember when we had to fight for the 
swimming pool at the high school,  the list goes on.  
I know because I lived it and was involved.    I also know how many Volunteer hours that have gone into and has already been given by  caring 
people for the  quality  and future of this city.  We always had and will always have challenges with citizens who have their own opinions. We 
must persevere......  You can't be afraid. 
I'm 85 years old and have learned a lot about the people in this city. I've learned that together with heart, brains,brawn and 
vision this city can accomplish anything. 

Dee Denton 
Lake Oswego 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736 
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930 

 

 

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required) Rosemary DiCandilo 

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required) 1413 Greentree Circle, Lake Oswego, OR  97034 

E-mail (optional) rdicandilo@gmail.com 

     Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 x    Land use and planning      Economic activity      Community Effects      Public safety and security 

     Environmental impacts   x   Transportation       Finance        Alternatives and/or 
design options 

     Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks       Other                                                      
 
 
 
Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  
 
 Date 1/31/11 As a commuter to Portland from Lake Oswego, I strongly support the Lake Oswego 
Streetcar project. Public transportation helps reduce greenhouse gases, reduces wear and tear 
on roads and would be a more enjoyable alternative than taking the bus. The community owes 
it to future generations to build an infrastructure that allows those living in these already built-
out suburban hubs to get to downtown. This is an opportunity not to be missed with the LO 
streetcar. Thank you.  
Sincerely,  
Rosemary DiCandilo  

 

Date     1/31/11                             

600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736 
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930 

 

 
For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
Jan 27,2011

Print

Ann DiLoreto

2830 NE 23rd Ave., Portland, OR   97212

I would like to encourage the development of this transit line.  I think it would be a boon to both Lake Oswego and 
Portland Downtown as it would encourage shopping trips in both directions.  It is never going to get cheaper to do, so 
now seems the right time to add this line to the area's transportation system.  I think it could also build more 
community connection between the two.  It is apparent that the Metro area is not going to get less populated and as 
we grow denser, it makes sense to have these transportations systems in place.  
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Clifford Higgins

From: William Donnelly [wmdonnelly3@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 11:25 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO Streetcar Extinsion

My wife and I are both in favor of the streetcar extending down to Lake Oswego and possibly to West Linn. 

Having been born in Los Angeles I have had the pleasure of traveling around the city and into Orange, San Bernardino counties 
as well. This was possible in fifties and sixties by using the Yellow street cars or the Red Car lines.  The counties governments 
together with General Motors (bus manuf.), Firestone & Goodyear (tires) along with Standard Oil convinced the public that 
buses and more highways should be built. As this thinking began, all rail lines were removed.  As a result today, Los Angeles, 
Venture, San Bernardino and Orange counties now have the largest gridlock (Freeways) in the world.  

The future of transportation must rely on light rail, street cars and high speed rail as well. Please vote in favor of continued 
installation of rails lines and streetcars. 

 

Yours truly, 

William M. Donnelly 

4245 Fruitwood Ct. 

Lake Oswego, Or 97035 

503‐635‐5887 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Michael Dowd [office@dowdarchitecture.com]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:45 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: lake oswego to portland transit project comment

I don't understand why the minimum operating segment was extended all the way to the Sellwood Bridge, instead of stopping at 
Willamette Park. Extending it adds hardly any ridership, but adds significantly to the costs, and to the negative impacts of it
passing past my house and my neighborhood.  There seems to be no advantage to going to the Sellwood Bridge unless it also 
goes over the Sellwood Bridge.  

I doubt there will be many people walking across the Sellwood Bridge to use the streetcar.  If they are coming to the streetcar via 
bus, there is no reason a bus route couldn't be revised to connect to a Willamette Park station.  There is some commercially-
zoned land between Willamette Park and the Sellwood Bridge that the extended route would reach, but the walking distance from 
those properties to a Sellwood Bridge-area streetcar stop would be no closer or not significantly closer to them than the Willamette
Park stop.  

Michael Dowd, AIA, President 
Dowd Architecture Inc. 
0753 SW Miles Street 
Portland, Oregon  97219 
(503) 282-7704 
email: office@dowdarchitecture.com
website:  www.dowdarchitecture.com
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Clifford Higgins

From: drury5@comcast.net
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 11:50 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: transit project

Hi,

I just wanted to send in my opinion that the LO to Portland rail project is not a good idea. 

1. It will not get used by LO commuters going to work.  It might get used by Portlanders who work in LO, 
but I don't imagine there are many people who fit this category.  LO shoppers will use their cars when 
they want to shop in Portland.  Portlanders like public transportation but have no interest in shopping 
in LO because their own shops are more hip and offer merchandise that Portlanders like.  The rail will 
not get used. 

2. Anyone who is inclined to use public transportation would probably benefit more from an improved 
bus system. 

3. The project is way too expensive to build and to maintain.  It will put LO in debt.  There is no way it 
will pay for itself. 

4. It will not bring business to LO.  It will not turn LO into the next "Pearl" district.  LO is a perfect place 
to raise families and to enjoy a quiet life.  It never was nor should it be the hot hip place where young 
urbanites go to spend their money.

5. Frivolous building during times of economic crisis is foolish and selfish.  Portlanders will see this rail 
as foolish and selfish and damaging to the environment.  They will not respect it and will not use it. 

6. Our fragile riverfront ecosystem needs to be preserved, not torn apart.   
7. Providing protected land in the backyards of private homes will not in any way make up for the 

damage the riverfront development will do to the environment.
8. The LO schools are in crisis and need any help the city can give them. 
9. It is unconscienable and emabarrassing to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on a rail system that 

will be underutilized, will damage the environment, and will lose the respect of our neighbors in 
Portland at a time when our greatest asset - our schools - are in desparate need of more funding. 

10. Let's spend the city's money on preserving and enhancing all that is already beautiful and excellent 
about LO.  If LO becomes a shopping and business mecca instead of the safe, quiet, town with great 
schools that it now is - we will all lose. 

Thank you for your consideration of citizen input. 

respectfully, Donna Drury 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Paul Duden [pduden@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2011 5:14 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project EIS

Dear People:   
 
YES, IN MY BACKYARD! 
 
As a 46 year resident of the Riverdale and Riverwood neighborhoods, I have followed the development 
of the proposed streetcar project, and carefully studied the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  
I want to express my support and enthusiasm for the streetcar use of the existing right of way.  I 
understand that some neighbors are wary of the project.  My family lived on property on Riverwood 
Road adjacent to the existing tracks from 1966 to 1972, and since then has lived in the Riverdale 
area which encompasses both sides of the tracks. Respecting "safety" concerns: When freight trains 
were in regular use, rumbling through the neighborhood, neither their noise nor speed nor uninvited 
riders endangered or inconvenienced us in any way.  Those "impacts" were simply part of life 
adjacent to the rail line right of way, which pre‐dates most of the houses along its path.  Indeed, 
many, many of my older neighbors lamented the loss of the Red Electric streetcar that formerly 
provided efficient, clean transportation to and from Portland, and often commented to me how much 
they preferred the streetcar over the bus service that replaced it.   
Growing up in Portland, I rode streetcars to school, to visit friends in Milwaukee on the Portland 
Traction Company interurban streetcar, and to downtown for entertainment.  The loss of those 
streetcar services has long been regarded by me, and I expect by many others, as the greatest error 
in urban planning of the 1950's. The proposed streetcar is a wonderful antidote to that failure.  
It would be a shame not to take advantage of the existing right of way to hopefully alleviate the 
congestion on Highway 43.  Added bus service not only is more costly to operate, including its 
environmental impact, and far worse than any impact from streetcar construction, operation or use. 
The "no change" alternative would seem to require no comment, except to point out that it ignores 
the use of an existing right of way in a heavily used transportation corridor by an environmentally 
friendly and efficient mode of transportation. I wholeheartedly endorse the streetcar proposal. 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Paul R. Duden 
250 SW Carey Lane 
Portland, Oregon 97219 
pduden@!gmail.ocm 
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Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required) JL Dunn 

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required) 97219 

E-mail (optional)  

     Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

     Land use and planning      Economic activity      Community Effects      Public safety and security 

     Environmental impacts  X Transportation       Finance        Alternatives and/or design options 

     Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks       Other                                                      
 

 
 
Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  
In regards to expanding public transportation between Lake Oswego and Portland, I favor using 
Bus Rapid Transit. Following military service, I studied public transportation policy for two years, 
including fiscal planning and social-economic impact. I played a key role in organizing a 
community based transportation advocacy organization similar to the LA Bus Riders Union. I 
have studied libertarian think-tank analysis on transportation policy from Cascade Policy 
Institute and Cato, and conducted multiple surveys of the Portland citizens on transportation 
issues, in one survey I interviewed approximately 300 citizens. 
 
BRT allows agile planning utilizing set infrastructure at an affordable price. This country will 
always have roads, we cannot move to a rail-only infrastructure, so we ought to maximize our 
public investment in a way that pays off twofold: lower construction costs to move the same 
amount of people, and concurrently improving the infrastructure that citizens utilize who are 
not using the bus service. Fixing pot holes and widening streets in the name of bus service will 
be more popular than spending over one million dollars per mile on a new transportation 
system. Explain at every opportunity that cars benefit from bus service, and you will have happy 
citizens, and you will have your re-election. 
 
From a fiscal point of view, the required capital to start a new light rail system is laughable, 
regardless of public buy in. Economically, we are living in very uncertain times, and it’s just as 
likely that this project will be as successful as the South Water Front, or any of Portland’s overly 
ambitious projects. Because of this, we should not be making long term investments with an 
uncertain payout, or marginally higher gains. Bus services can be reallocated throughout the city 
in order to respond to the City’s needs. Light rail was started in Portland 100 years ago, and took 
only 15 years to die. Learn from the past or be doomed to repeat it. Thank you. 

Date    1/31/2011                              
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Clifford Higgins

From: ninthst Street [ninthst@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 8:38 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Streetcar Alternatives Comment

To the Metro Council,

The Streetcar alternative offers opportunities that neither a Rapid Bus nor a no build option would provide.  The 
Rapid Bus will use the same lanes as traffic does now on Hwy 43 over the hill and will be stuck in traffic.  I can’t see 
how a no build does anything but handicap future generations with poor transportation in a Metro area where most 
will have better options including Streetcars.

Lake Oswego has an aging population with many empty nesters living in homes that may not work well for some of 
them in their senior years.  There are limited options available to relocate and right‐size in Lake Oswego today.  The 
future redevelopment of the Foothills area along with the Streetcar could offer  some exciting possibilities for both 
young and old to live a more sustainable and healthy lifestyle in  vibrant and very walk‐able downtown Lake Oswego.

    

It is hard to imagine a better location for this to happen.  You would have the Willamette River, Foothills Park, George 
Rogers Park, Sundeleaf Plaza, Millennium Park, the Lakewood Theater and a downtown with many fine shops, 
restaurants and grocery stores. There might be a new Library at 1st and B that would be connected with a grand 
walkway to the new urban Foothills Community.  Ideally there would be connections by bike, foot, bus and Streetcar 
that would lessen the need to drive.  This would benefit even those who do not live close by, re‐vitalizing Lake 
Oswego and improving the quality of life.  

 

By 2035 the metro area, including Lake Oswego, could see growth expansion equal to the entire population of 
Portland.  We can make wise choices now to shape that growth or just sit back and see what happens.  The Lake 
Oswego to Portland Streetcar will help shape our future growth with a more compact transit‐friendly and walk‐able 
community that could accommodate downsizers and newcomers alike.  

 

Michael G Earp, 718 9th Street, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Dane Eastlake [oxymoroni@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 02, 2010 8:43 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego Light Rail/Streetcar Proposal

I am a 17‐year resident of Multnomah County and I strongly support the MAX system.  However, I 
strongly oppose the proposed Lake Oswego light rail/street car project.  The expansion of the mass 
transit system should cater to low‐ and middle‐income people and the city of Portland, not the 
wealthy suburbs.  Perhaps an East‐West connector from St. Johns to Sandy/I‐205 would be in order.  
Thanks and have a good day, Dane Eastlake 
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TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/31/11

Print

Cameron Edwards

13372 Fielding Rd Lake Oswego, OR  97034

cameronedw@aol.com

 
I'm strictly opposed to this project.  Below are eight reasons why it shouldn't happen! 
1. The anticipated cost is $450 million dollars.  Seems like we wouldn’t even need more reasons than that not to build 
six miles of track. 
2. It is not anticipated to materially reduce traffic on Hwy 43.  Metro’s own study (which I assume is optimistic) shows 
that the Streetcar would reduce rush hour traffic by 100 cars in 2035.  That’s $450 million to reduce 100 cars during 
the busiest hour of the day.   
3. They would build commuter parking garages in downtown LO which would make traffic worse there. 
4. The Streetcar is not fast.  The most likely route would go into the street on Macadam through John’s landing which 
means it would move no faster than traffic. 
5. It goes to the wrong place downtown.  It goes up by PSU instead of the to bus mall where people who use public 
transit make connections. 
6. It doesn’t go to West Linn, so anyone commuting from West Linn will have to transfer and their commute will be 
longer than it is now.  
7. If the price of gas goes up dramatically as many people are predicting, that alone will force many people out of 
their cars and into buses which will lessen traffic. 
8. There is not much developable land, except Foothills, between John’s Landing and Oregon City.  Where are all of 
the people coming from that need this expensive project? 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Eric Einspruch [einsprch@teleport.com]
Sent: Monday, January 03, 2011 11:05 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego Transit Project

To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding the Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, I prefer the streetcar alternative. My next preference would be the 
enhanced bus service. The no-build option is not viable in my opinion.

I have been commuting to work (first from Aloha to downtown Portland by bus and then Max, then from Beaverton to downtown 
Portland by Max, and now from Lake Oswego to downtown Portland by bus) for almost 20 years. Please continue your work to 
support ongoing improvement of mass transit in our region.

I also commute by bicycle during the summer, and would appreciate your efforts to support bicycling as a safe and workable 
transit option.

Thank you,

            Eric Einspruch
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1-18-11

Print

Colleen (Labbee) Elings

Oswego Pointe Condominium owner

10460 SW 141st Ave, Beaverton, OR  97008

colleen801@msn.com

I am in support of the streetcar for the Lake Oswego to Portland corridor.  This is a public use, right-of-way that is long 
overdue to be used by the community.  The congestion on Hwy 43 will continue to get worse and we must take 
action.   Let's use the existing railway that the trolley currently runs on for its intended purpose.
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My name is Elizabeth English and I am a member of the Citizen Advisory Committee.  
I have had plenty of opportunity to study and comment upon the flaws in the 
proposed streetcar alignment as it appears in the DEIS.  Though I live in Portland, I 
feel very much a part of the Lake Oswego community.  All four of my children have 
participated in LO club sports.  I have a daughter enrolled at LO high school.  I go to 
LO to do our family grocery shopping and banking, and I am a frequent customer of 
LO shops and restaurants. 
I beseech you to look beyond your role on the LO streetcar project and think about 
what is best for the region’s transportation and transit systems.  I urge you to be 
honest with the Federal Transit Administration and tell them that an effort to 
finance, build and open an expensive project like the LO streetcar by 2015 or 2016 
would be damaging to the region’s transit priorities, risky to the region’s transit 
finances and not sustainable. 
I say this for two reasons.  First, because of the robust critique of the current 
financial weakness of TRIMET, which has failed to meet its obligations for the 
existing transit system, including the enormous unfunded liabilities on its balance 
sheets.  I am impressed with the work of John Charles of The Cascade Policy 
Institute on this issue, and hope that you will seriously review the points he has 
made and the data he has collected pertinent to this issue.   
Second, please consider the ambitious transit agenda, so important to our region’s 
smart growth, consisting of:  the Portland to Milwaukie light rail, a transit friendly 
Columbia River Crossing, creation of a streetcar circulator around the downtown 
core of Portland and the restoration of bus service to communities that are truly 
transit dependent.  Lake Oswego is not a transit dependent community! 
The Portland/LO Transit Project finds us in the middle of this debate because it is 
crystal clear from Section 5 of the DEIS, regarding finances, that we cannot 
construct, finance and operate a $458 million streetcar project to open by 2015 or 
2016 without diverting federal, state or local funds.  Doing so would seriously 
jeopardize and undermine Portland’s other vital transit goals. 
So I ask you to look beyond this project and make the smartest, most honest 
decision for the region’s transit future, by deciding to delay decisions about a locally 
preferred alternative until a time when we can tell the Federal Transit 
Administration and the people of our local communities that we can afford it and 
sustain it.  Thank you. 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Bob Ervin [bobandmignon@comcast.net]
Sent: Thursday, December 09, 2010 10:08 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO Transit

I prefer the enhanced bus option ‐‐ point to point with higher frequency to a hub or hubs with further stops from 
these hubs to airport, major attractions, different outlying neighborhood hubs. I would also like to see better 
gathering systems in LO with smaller inter‐neighborhood buses enabling seniors better access due to the hilly terrain 
getting to and from main arterial bus stops. The key is ridership increases which will not come unless you go and get 
the riders and make it easier for them to take mass transit to do what they do today in their cars. Light rail is too 
expensive and will not result in the ridership needed to pay for it. The enhanced bus option  has a lower economic 
 downside if it does not work.
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Clifford Higgins

From: mwevespc@gmail.com on behalf of Mark W. Eves [mwevespc@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2011 3:37 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: proposed Transit Project

Dear Lake Oswego To Portland Transit Project: 

 I am a resident of Lake Oswego.  I have lived at 237 North Shore Road, Lake Oswego, for the past 
approximately 25 years.  I am very concerned about the fundamental changes which the Lake Oswego To Portland 
Transit Project will make to our community. 

 Approximately 25 years ago, I purchased my home.  It is approximately 1 ½ blocks from State Street in Lake 
Oswego.  For those of us who live in Lake Oswego, State Street is Main Street.  It is the center of our business district 
in our small town.  People in our community walk and drive to Main Street to obtain numerous goods and services.  
The movie theater is on Main Street.  The bicycle shop is on Main Street.  Numerous restaurants are on Main Street.
The grocery, hardware stores, and the dry cleaners are on Main Street.  The community has invested a great deal of 
money building Millennium Park on Main Street.  State Street/Main Street is the center of our community. 

 Over the years, there have been numerous transit projects which connected cities to each other.  In every 
instance, care has been taken not to destroy Main Street.  Main Street of every community has intentionally been 
preserved in order to maintain the sense of community in each city and town.  All of the interstate highways in our 
metropolitan area were constructed at locations which did not destroy Main Street.    The proposed construction of a 
high rise park and ride garage on Lake Oswego’s Main Street, and the massive additional traffic which it will attract, 
will destroy our Main Street.  It also will conflict with well established transit priorities of not harming established 
communities.   

 Officials from Metro and TriMet have presented studies which suggest that the “demand” for commuter traffic 
requires that we build a high rise park and ride garage along Main Street and a commuter rail facility running to Lake 
Oswego.  In my opinion, the term “demand” has been confused with the concept of “supply.”  If we convert Main 
Street Lake Oswego into a major commuter artery, we will enhance “supply.”  The “demand” to use that commuter 
artery will respond to “supply.”  This will substantially increase the amount of traffic on Highway 43 (Main Street).  In 
effect, you will have created artificial “demand.”  If we keep Main Street as it is in the Lake Oswego area, the demand 
to use it will not materially increase.  Traffic will seek corridors which are more appropriate. 

 I listened to the testimony about the proposed project at the Lakewood Center on January 24, 2010.  Testimony 
was offered by members of the Johns Landing, Lake Oswego, Dunthorpe, and West Linn communities.  I was 
impressed by statements made by persons from Johns Landing.  They suggested that using Highway 43 as a main 
commuting artery through Lake Oswego would result in Lake Oswego becoming like Johns Landing.  Those of us who 
reside in Lake Oswego do not want it to become another Johns Landing.  We would like to keep our Main Street safe 
and hospitable to residents and businesses of the community.  We do not want to encourage thousands of commuters to 
be travelling through Main Street and parking in a high rise parking garage.  Interestingly, if it had been proposed that a 
high rise park and ride commuter garage be constructed in Johns Landing, we are certain that there would have been 
violent opposition. 

 Please allow the residents of Lake Oswego to keep our small city separate and distinct.  We already have I-5 as 
a major commuter artery on our western boundary.  Please leave our Main Street alone.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Eves 

2

---------------------------------------------
Mark W. Eves, PC 
3236 SW Kelly Ave., Ste. 200 
Portland, OR 97239-4679 
503.227.6226
Fax 503.227.4971 
mwevespc@aol.com

NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited, 
and you are requested to please notify us immediately, and return this message to us at the above address. 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Abraham Fagolavitz [abraham.fagolavitz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Comment on Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

Streetcar ROCKS!
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Clifford Higgins

From: Franni Bertolino Farrell [frannib@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, December 04, 2010 3:49 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Fwd: I wholeheartedly support the PDX to LO Streetcar

Just in case, I'm forwarding my comment to this new address, too. My position has not changed. 

I repeat: Good luck! 

Franni

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Franni Bertolino Farrell <frannib@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 23, 2010 at 11:13 AM 
Subject: I wholeheartedly support the PDX to LO Streetcar 
To: mayor@ci.oswego.or.us
Cc: rchristie@ci.oswego.or.us, johnsomo@trimet.org, runnionk@trimet.org, cityinfo@ci.portland.or.us,
Samadams@ci.portland.or.us, bcc@co.clackamas.or.us, lynnpet@co.clackamas.or.us, mult.chair@co.multnomah.or.us,
metrocouncil.systemaccount@oregonmetro.gov, david.bragdon@oregonmetro.gov, carlotta.collette@oregonmetro.gov,
jason.a.tell@odot.state.or.us, elliemcpeak@comcast.net, jkovash@westlinnoregon.gov, sburgess@westlinnoregon.gov,
jcarson@westlinnoregon.gov, tcummings@westlinnoregon.gov, jmattis@westlinnoregon.gov,
amycle@co.clackamas.or.us, stevenlou@co.clackamas.or.us, powell@ci.oswego.or.us,
Richard.benner@oregonmetro.gov, councildistribution@ci.oswego.or.us, molson@ci.oswego.or.us,
btierney@ci.oswego.or.us, rhennagin@ci.oswego.or.us, dvizzini@ci.oswego.or.us, djordan@ci.oswego.or.us,
amanda@ci.portland.or.us, Nick@ci.portland.or.us, dan@ci.portland.or.us, randy@ci.portland.or.us,
baustin@co.clackamas.or.us, alininger@co.clackamas.or.us, clehan@co.clackamas.or.us,
jbernard@co.clackamas.or.us, barbarasmo@co.clackamas.or.us, ccichair@yahoo.com, district1@co.multnomah.or.us,
district2@co.multnomah.or.us, district3@co.multnomah.or.us, district4@co.multnomah.or.us,
rod.park@oregonmetro.gov, Carl.hosticka@oregonmetro.gov, Kathryn.harrington@oregonmetro.gov,
rex.burkholder@oregonmetro.gov, robert.liberty@oregonmetro.gov, ina.zucker@oregonmetro.gov,
Karen.Withrow@oregonmetro.gov, Jenn.Tuerk@oregonmetro.gov, Clifford.Higgins@oregonmetro.gov,
kristin.hull@ch2m.com, jerryw@lake-oswego.com, sen.richarddevlin@state.or.us, rep.chrisgarrett@state.or.us,
mike.reiley@state.or.us, Isaiah_Akin@wyden.senate.gov, john_Valley@merkley.senate.gov,
nils.tillstrom@mail.house.gov, Lauren.Flynn@mail.house.gov, Christa.shively@mail.house.gov,
Allison.Dane@mail.house.gov, alison.craig@mail.house.gov, khansen@westlinntidings.com,
bmonihan@lakeoswegoreview.com, info@jobsfororegonians.com, info@joinscott.com, mike@johnkitzhaber.com,
jweinstein@chrisdudley.com, senricharddevlin@state.or.us, marykremer@me.com, info@votetomhughes.com,
bob@bobstacey.com, nancybignell@comcast.net, joy_strull2002@yahoo.com, chris@ckrlaw-proptax.com,
jem@manzli.com, mary.bosch@msn.com, turnock.mary@yahoo.com, heidi@littlerfamily.com, rpross@comcast.net,
iquintero@magellanproperties.net, mariameneghin@yahoo.com, glenmorrie@aol.com, milesinor@comcast.net,
jonathansnell@comcast.net, dawnybb@mac.com, rereamer@comcast.net, pklaebe@comcast.net,
randall.duncan@harrang.com, uchida.cheryl@gmail.com, bankersinvest@comcast.net, bobandmignon@comcast.net,
hprussell@comcast.net, buzz@silerstudios.com, elsa@mountainparkhoa.com, jwhoa@johnswoods.com,
sallyvisher@hotmail.com, g.meadors@verizon.net

Dear people,

I'm in favor of public transportation, in theory and in practice (I ride the 35 *or* 36 to get to work at 2nd and Pine, 
whichever rolls up first).

2

Our little house is betw 43 and the river, adjacent to the Willamette Shore Line tracks (which are still right where they 
were when I bought the property 20 years ago).

Don't forget the planned stop @ ~ Briarwood and Fielding! and don't forget pedestrians and bicylists. 

Thank you, and GOOD LUCK! I'd like to see the colorful cars whirring by in my lifetime . . . 

Franni
On Thu, Sep 23, 2010 at 10:40 AM, Charles Ormsby <sentinelskip@gmail.com> wrote at length . . . : 
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Clifford Higgins

From: george feldman [feldmange@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2010 2:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: comments

 I live in the Dunthorpe area and I strongly favor the streetcar option for your project.  I will not be able to attend the meeting in 
latter January.   I should say also that the streetcars will hopefully have a bit more speed than the current trolley (and indeed
ideally should be able to go about the same speed as cars).  This will ensure excellent usage.  The streetcars in downtown 
Portland obviously are slow due to many traffic lights.  This should not be an issue for the trip from LO at least to the S. 
Waterfront area.    Is it absolutely necessary that the streetcar leave the current Willamette shore line route and travel on 
Macadam?  I would hope not and that it could be kept along the current trolley tracks. 

I do feel that a multiuse path (hiking, jogging, bikes) from LO to the Sellwood Bridge area (hopefully a bit north of the bridge to 
link up with the path in Willamette Park) is a critical feature of the plan. 

Thanks for including my comments. 

George Feldman  
e mail address: feldmange @hotmail.com  
11230 SW Collina Ave.  
pdx. 97219 

phone 503 635 4799 

"Every time I see an adult on a bicycle, I no longer despair for the future of the human race."  H. G. Wells 

"What difference to the dead, the orphans, and the homeless, whether the mad destruction is wrought under the name of 
totalitarianism or the holy name of liberty or democracy."  
Mahatma Gandhi 

"When the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do, sir?"   John Maynard Keynes 

"Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird, that cannot fly."  Langston Hughes 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Virgina Feldman [feldmanvi@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 29, 2010 9:17 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego project

Dear sirs: 
       I live in the Riverdale area and am very pleased about a streetcar from Lake Oswego -downtown. 
Some comments:  
#1. I think it a waste of money,  delay the trip downtown, and not make best use of existing tracks to have the streetcar. go up
to John's Landing, an appropriately little-used shopping mall of luxury shops that don't deserve and won't attract more customers
with more public transportation.  
2. I hope you will make it a fast car, unlike the Portland trolley downtown,  for which I can walk it much faster,  and I'm 
handicapped! So I rarely take it. 
3. PLease include the bike/walk corridor along that route as well, as this is an adidtional energy saver for people. 
4. Can we speed this process up. I'd like to be able to use it in my lifetime!. 
5. For those of us who can't negotiate hills so well --to be able to walk to the stops, it'd be really great to have some park-and-
ride at the terminals, or at at least some of the stops. 

thanks, 
ginny feldman 
11230 sw collina ave. 
portland, or  97219 7835 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Metro Council
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 8:37 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: FW: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego

 
 

From: Andrew Ferguson [mailto:agferg@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 12:27 PM 
To: bcc@co.clackamas.or.us; Metro Council; councildistribution@ci.oswego.or.us
Subject: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego 

Dear public officials, 

Please accept this email as testament to my strong opposition to the proposed street car extension to Lake 
Oswego. I do not believe it is in my best interest or the best interest of the city of Lake Oswego and the vast 
majority of its citizens. I believe it is a short sighted attempt to fix a long term problem and will fail while 
consuming nearly half a billion dollars that should be better spent elsewhere.  

Please feel free to contact me if you’d like a more complete explanation as to the myriad of reasons I 
strongly oppose this project. 

Sincerely yours, 

Andrew G. Ferguson 
Lifelong resident of Lake Oswego 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Andrew Ferguson [agferg@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 10:43 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: FW: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego

FYI for the Metro record: 

From: Andrew Ferguson [mailto:agferg@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 8:14 AM 
To: 'councildistribution@ci.oswego.or.us' 
Subject: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego

Hi Jack, 

Thanks for your reply and sorry for the delay in my response.

It seems rather evident that opinions on this matter are very strong one way or the other. I was actually 
middle of the road to indifferent until I started doing more research and until the DEIS came out. I was 
shocked that the obviously biased (in my opinion) report still showed such a moderate effect on traffic. 
Subsequent to my research and conclusion, I’ve noted that the Cascade Policy Institute came out with a 
report that aligns with my perspective. Have you read that report? I’m assuming they are unbiased and so it 
was good to see I am not alone in my logical concerns and perspectives.

I clearly do not and will not support the expansion of the retail or population base in foothills – which I 
believe the streetcar will promote. If you could guarantee a moratorium on the density and growth of 
Foothills, I might reconsider my position. While I certainly understand Metro’s motivations entirely (after all 
their goal is higher density and mass transportation) I stand in shock that some of my city’s leaders do not 
oppose this development which I believe will be detrimental to the core of Lake Oswego. 

As you know, Foothills has only one point of ingress / egress and it happens to be south of the core of the 
downtown (as defined by A Avenue and State Street). My drive from Cherry Circle at 8:00 AM to 6th and A 
Avenue already takes me a minimum of ten minutes and often 15 or more. That is on the verge of being 
unacceptable. There is simply no way that a streetcar and further development of the Foothills area will do 
anything other than worsen the traffic situation for me. If you do not understand why this is a fact 
(guaranteed MORE traffic south of the Foothills entrance) I’ll be happy to explain the logic and show you on 
a map. 

I have lived in Lake Oswego all my life. I’m a moderate when it comes to central planning. I’ve never openly 
voiced my opinion against anything in Lake Oswego. But this plan will turn the core of Lake Oswego into 
Lake Beaverton / Bridgeport and I don’t want either of those. If I lived north of the lake and west of Iron 
Mountain, it wouldn’t negatively affect me. I don’t and it does.  

If there is the slightest chance your opinion could be swayed, then I would be happy to get together at your 
earliest convenience. Otherwise, I will continue to stand in opposition of the street car and the tangential 
development of retail and residential in Foothills.  

All my best, 

Andrew Ferguson 
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From: Hoffman, Jack [mailto:jhoffman@ci.oswego.or.us]
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2011 9:39 AM 
To: Andrew Ferguson 
Subject: RE: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego

Andrew; 
I would be happy to sit down with you, have a cup of coffee, and listen to yo 
Feel free to call me at 503 3065324 

Jack Hoffman 
Mayor of Lake Oswego

From: Andrew Ferguson [agferg@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 12:27 PM 
To: bcc@co.clackamas.or.us; metrocouncil@oregonmetro.gov; Council Distribution 
Subject: Opposition to streetcar extension to Lake Oswego 

Dear public officials,

Please accept this email as testament to my strong opposition to the proposed street car extension to Lake 
Oswego. I do not believe it is in my best interest or the best interest of the city of Lake Oswego and the vast 
majority of its citizens. I believe it is a short sighted attempt to fix a long term problem and will fail while 
consuming nearly half a billion dollars that should be better spent elsewhere. 

Please feel free to contact me if you’d like a more complete explanation as to the myriad of reasons I 
strongly oppose this project.

Sincerely yours,

Andrew G. Ferguson
Lifelong resident of Lake Oswego

PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE 
This e-mail is a public record of the City of Lake Oswego and is subject to public disclosure unless exempt from disclosure under Oregon Public Records Law. This email is 
subject to the State Retention Schedule.
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Clifford Higgins

From: fieldmoore@aol.com
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:56 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project-Public Comment

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be involved in the development of the planning of transportation 
alternatives in the Lake Oswego to Portland corridor.  I have followed the discussion attended the numerous meetings 
and provide input to the process at the required input deadlines. I have been a resident of Lake Oswego and 
unincorporated Portland for 16 years and have used the Hwy 43 corridor for most of that time for my business 
commute.

Having reviewed the material presented and the projections published, I have concluded that the project partners 
should support the Enhanced Bus for the corridor.  As Tri Met, Metro and the transportation experts presented many 
times the cost to support this enhanced bus service would be $400 million less than the current estimates for the 
street car.  Enhanced bus is supported by the current infrastructure and would offer a flexibility that would not exist 
with the street car.  Enhanced bus service would offer more flexibility to support the development of Lake Oswego 
“Foothills Project” by allowing adjustment of volume and frequency to meet the build out.  The enhanced bus service 
would support the expanding West Linn/Stafford growth which would not be addressed by the street car.  Enhanced 
bus supports the goal of reducing the reducing carbon emissions while having no effect on the water front on the 
flood plain where the street car will be constructed.  Enhanced bus would reduce the financial burden on the Metro 
transit’s operating cost and unfunded liabilities.

Enhanced bus service would reduce the concern and the challenges with the close proximity the street car route has 
to the residential communities.  The street car will cross in front several single family and many multifamily dwellings. 
There would be no disruption of property with enhanced bus.  The safety concerns would be reduced with enhanced 
bus.

Selecting the enhanced bus can free up and prioritize federal dollars for other light rail and transportation projects in 
the Portland metro area where critical density and demographics would yield a much valuable return on the dollars 
invested.  This can be seen in the major pinch point on the Hwy 43 corridor, the Sellwood Bridge interchange.  I have 
found during commute times the impact that the traffic coming from the SE Portland neighborhood has the most 
dramatic impact on the corridor.  Having light rail that supports that pinch point would be much better that the 
impact of the street car in the Shoreline right of way and Lake Oswego/West Linn corridor.  Tri Met would be better 
served to concentrate on this area versus the more lightly used Hwy 43 corridor.

As we have seen with the WES Commuter Rail, Tri Met currently spends $20 per boarding.  Volume projection will 
reach only 1,600 riders per day by 2020.  Tri Met currently pays $50 per train mile.  The street car has more in 
common with Wes than Max or other rail alternatives.  Again Enhanced Bus offers more flexibility at a cost/value that 
cannot be matched by rail service.

You have looked extensively at the transportation alternatives on the corridor.  Now is the time to make the right 
choice for the neighborhoods, commuters and for the taxpayers.  Select the alternative that gives the citizens the 
mass transit that they use at the costs that are compelling.  Select the Enhanced Bus service as the viable solution to 
the Hwy 43 corridor.

Sincerely

James Field

2

11801 SW Riverwood Road
Portland, OR  97219
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Clifford Higgins

From: fieldmoore@aol.com
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 1:24 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project Comment

  I am writing as a former citizen of Lake Oswego and current resident of SW Portland for the past 16 years. I am able to observe
daily the traffic patterns that exist on Highway 43. It is my opinion that Enhanced Bus service would be the best option in this
transit area. The most important element of this decision is cost and demographic ridership. The investment in Enhanced bus 
service makes sense for the community based on the increased population in 2017. Currently there is no existing problem with the
existing service. Ridership is not heavy at commuting periods. It is not realistic to believe that an investment of 450 million dollars 
will increase ridership to a community that demographically does not need to rely on public transportation. Federal dollars should
be allocated to demographics that do not have access to automobiles and need transportation to get to many parts of the city. 
I regularly view traffic lined up daily going south on Hwy 43 to go over the Sellwoood Bridge. If an investment in Streetcar is being 
considered it should be used for a transit corridor that is in need. Enhanced bus for the transit area south of the Sellwood Bridge is 
the correct mode for the citizens of Lake Oswego. There are far more negatives to a Streetcar and unanswered questions 
regarding cost and ridership than the development of an existing mode of transportation that is working and will continue to work 
for the demographics of the Riverdale and Lake Oswego neighborhoods. The following bullet points summarize the support of 
Enhanced Bus and do not support a fiscally irresponsible investment in Streetcar service to Lake Oswego. 

* $450 to construct a Streetcar and $1.25 million to operate vs $51 million to develop and $2.79 million to operate annually 

*  Streetcar approximately $407 million more than Enhanced Bus investment  

* Streetcar estimated to be 7 to 9 nines the cost of Enhanced bus service 

* Current ridership of 3200 to 3400 daily does not justify the expense of the Streetcar 

* Taxpayers would be paying far more for the Streetcar alternative 

* Oregon State unemployment over 10% over the past 14 months who can afford more taxes for a frivolous project? 

* Future Development of Foothills Park could never increase enough new residents to justify a $450 million investment in 
Streetcar 

* Traffic congestion in downtown Lake Oswego will increase during commuting times as a result of parking garage access 

In summary the Streetcar development is a project that is not fiscally responsible nor needed for the planned area. It is not wise to 
use Federal dollars to allow people who have alternative modes of transportation that are currently working an additional luxury at 
taxpayers expense.  

I strongly support Enhanced Bus 

Jennifer Field 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Gregg Fildes [greggf@teleport.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 29, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Support for Portland-Lake Oswego Streetcar option

I am writing to express support for the streetcar option to connect Portland and Lake Oswego.  My wife and I urge this choice as
the best long-term alternative.  Development is shaped by transportation.  The streetcar will provide both improved access and 
options for growth. 

Sincerely, 

Gregg and Linda Fildes 
17553 Schalit Way 
Lake Oswego OR 97035 
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WHY I SUPPORT THE STREET CAR OPTION 
By Doug Fish 

 
It seems to me that opponents of the Lake Oswego-to-Portland streetcar fall into three camps: 
 
1. The "not-in-my-backyard” Dunthorpers 
2. The "don't-give-government-any-money for-anything" folks 
3. The "I-don't-want-Lake Oswego-to-change...ever" people 
 
First of all, for those of us who live along the tracks, (my house adjoins the tracks in the 
Dunthorpe/Birds Hills Neighborhood) when you buy a house next to a [public right of way, you 
should accept the fact that you don't control that adjacent land . . . the public does. And if 
what's good for the public doesn't fit the plans for your backyard bar-b-cue, you have only 
yourself to blame. 
 
Secondly, I'll be the first to admit that government isn't the most efficient machine ever 
invented and they don't always make the right decisions. However, the cost to Lake Oswego 
has been estimated at less than $20 million. It’s a bargain at twice the price and it won’t come 
from our general fund! For the cost of a couple lakefront homes we can have a $450 million 
economic powerhouse that will pay dividends well into the 22nd Century. 
 
Finally, I believe some of those in the opposing camp are being very short sighted. The DEIS 
study refers to the year 2035 for the analysis of future traffic and development. But let's be 
realistic, this streetcar will still be running in 100 years. And whether you like it or not, things 
are going to change dramatically by 2110. Our children may not be around but we owe it to our 
children's grandchildren to do the right thing.  
 
The long-range benefits are just too immense to ignore for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 
Affordable, high-density housing for young families in an under-utilized area of town, a vibrant 
downtown, an increased tax base to pay for our investment, more kids to help keep our schools 
healthy and a big exclamation point to the statement that "Lake Oswego is Oregon's most 
successful, exciting and progressive community."  
 
DON’T KID YOURSELVES, IF WE DON'T DO THIS NOW, IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN. Federal 
dollars will become harder to find and it doesn’t make sense to maintain the right of way if we 
aren’t going to use it. 
 
To bring small-scale, non-polluting, quiet mass transit and its ensuing socio-economic benefits 
to our community for just 3-4 cents on the dollar is a no brainer for Lake Oswego. Don’t let 
the NIMBY’s with their own agenda or those who are short sighted keep us from making the 
right decision for our future. 
 
Doug Fish is a board member of the Lake Oswego Chamber and lives in the Dunthorpe/Birdshill 
neighborhood. 
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Clifford Higgins

From: smcflani@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 07, 2010 2:45 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Transit Project - BIKE/ PEDESTRIAN PATH PLEASE LINK TO PDX WATERFRONT TRAIL SYSTEM

With all the cost comparisons and arguments bus corridor vs light rail lets not forget the humble biker and pedestrian.    

What we REALLY need along this corridor is a SAFE BIKE/ PEDESTRIAN PATH.  

I live on Breyman Ave. across from Riverdale Grade School and we would like to be able to SAFELY bike to the PDX waterfront 
and beyond. Biking is huge in Portland and Lake Oswego.  At present, Portland has miles of fabulous bike trails and as a mode of
transportation it is becoming more and more popular and feasible.  Good exercise and good sense.  We MUST link the Dunthorpe 
neighborhood to the outside world with a safe bike - pedestrian path.  At present there is no good route to join up with the 
waterfront trail.  The shoulder on hwy 43 is dangerous, traffic moves at very high speeds here.  Especially on some blind corners
its really dangerous.  I vote for RAILS TO TRAILS and keep the bigger vehicles - tram, light rail or bus on the existing hwy 43.

Shauna Flanigan 
11836 SW Breyman Ave 
Portland, OR  97219 
503-699-7982 
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Clifford Higgins

From: Nbfcpf@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:15 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: (no subject)

Please accept this negative vote on proposed Lake Oswego Streetcar or Railroad: as LO does not need this additional made of 
transportation--LO is currently overburdened with sewer bonds, payment on greatly overpriced needless West End Bldg, pressure 
for new library, school system is broke and apparently Metro is main pusher for this, not concerned for additional $450MM that 
next 2 or 3 generations will have to pay, all for govt. reporting 50 people back to work for one year.   Those US govt cashiers have 
no business wasting money on such projects.   If this one flies, wait & see, next proposal will call for bridge across main part of 
lake, north & south, complete with quotes on the thouands of pounds of CO2 not liberated into air by the daily  2872 cars using
said bridge.Please get with it & veto this deal!!!   Cornelia & Noel Flynn    
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required) James A Flynn 

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required) 1016 SW Myrtle Dr., Portland OR 97201 

E-mail (optional) Jamesf1110@aol.com 

  x   Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

     Land use and planning      Economic activity      Community Effects      Public safety and security 

     Environmental impacts   x   Transportation       Finance        Alternatives and/or 
design options 

     Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks       Other                                                      
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

The trolley line to Lake Oswego is an incredible waste of money.  This should be stopped 
immediately.  It will NOT improve traffic on Highway 43. 

Date  1/31/11                                

600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment report 129



1

Clifford Higgins

From: Clifford Higgins
Sent: Thursday, December 09, 2010 8:15 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: FW: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project

 
‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded Message 
From: Kristian Foden‐Vencil <kfv@opb.org> 
Date: Tue, 7 Dec 2010 14:29:47 ‐0800 
To: feedback <feedback@oregonmetro.gov> 
Subject: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
 
I’d like to comment on the draft environmental impact statement.  
I live one house away from the proposed track in the Dunthorpe area ‐‐ where a lot of home owners have been complaining.  
I’d like to express my support for the streetcar option. I think it will get more cars off the road and improve air quality.  
I disagree that it’ll add to crime in the area.  
I’d also like to recommend that the streetcar option should include a bike lane, so people can commute by cycle or train.  
Thank you . 
 
Kristian Foden‐Vencil 
11808 SW Riverwood Road 
Portland, OR 97219 
cell: 503 803 4076 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐ End of Forwarded Message
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
1/21/11

Print

Pam Foster

1291 Lake Garden Ct, Lake Oswego, OR  97034

LO Street Car

I am opposed to the Lake Oswego Street Car project because of the cost to build and maintain the line.  In addition, I 
do not believe the street car will increase economical development.  I have commuted to downtown Portland on hwy 
43 since 1987 and do not find the traffic unbearable.  I never encounter traffic in the AM commute and the PM traffic 
is manageable.  
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Clifford Higgins

From: Gerald Fox [gdfox@q.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 15, 2011 9:04 AM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: Comments on Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project DEIS

My name is Gerald Fox.  I live at 01607 SW Greenwood Road, Portland, in Dunthorpe.

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed streetcar between LO and Portland.  The fundamentals of this project
are pretty clear,

    1) There is a need for more capacity in the Highway 43 Corridor, and the roadway cannot be widened enough to provide it, and
even if it could, there is nowhere for more traffic to go.
    2) Expanding bus service cannot provide long term relief, because buses get stuck in the same congestion, making them 
unattractive to ride, and costly to operate.  Increasing bus frequency on Highway 43 will actually reduce traffic capacity, because 
of the impedence caused by bus stops.
    3) The streetcar provides the most practical way to expand transportation capacity in the corridor with the least impact.
        - It is a well proven and popular transit mode that can provide an atttractive alternative to driving.
        - Unlike the no-build and bus options, the streetcar has a large capacity reserve for future travel demand growth.
        - The streetcar will help senior citizens (many of whom do not like drive, nor to wait for a bus along Highway 43) to get to 
OHSU, and Portland for professional services and entertainment 
        - The streetcar will improve transit service, and reduce transit operating cost
        - It will stimulate the redevelopment of Foothills area, enhance downtown Lake Oswego, and encourage transit use 
throughout the coridor.
        - It will reduce geenhouse gas emmisions, and oil dependency
        - It will connect Lake Oswego to Portland's growing regional rail system, and to the Airport
        - It could eventually be extended southwards towards West Linn, and thus provide long term relief to the State Street 
bottleneck.
       - It will never be cheaper.

       4) Rail Transit to Lake Oswego has been planned since the 1970s.  In 1988, the old rail right-of- way was purchased to 
preserve it for this purpose.  There is now a unique window of opportunity to fund and construct this line.  If this is lost, the funds 
will be reallocated to other projects and other cities,  and Lake Oswego will face many more years of planning uncertainty, and
growing congestion.  And when this project is eventually built, as eventually it will be, it will certainly cost far more, attract a 
smaller federal share, and thus requiring a larger local contribution.  Just ask Milwaukie!

I have a number of specific concerns;
    - The streetcar should be as independent of Highway 43 as possible to avoid traffic congestion interfering with rail operations.
The extra lane option on Macadam would achieve this.
    - The Riverwood Road option would close the exit toHighway 43, and divert all neighborhood traffic to the Military 
Road/Highway 43 intersection, which is dangerously steep.  Far better to mitigate impacts by using the existing ROW, and for 
instance, lowering the grade 6 to 10 feet, southwards from the Long trestle, so that the driveways can bridge the tracks.  This
could also improve noise mitigation.
    - The private driveways are a big concern to Dunthorpe residents.  Skillful design is needed to make these crossings safe 
without undue impacts on the properties. Some could be diverted, some consolidated, and yet others grade separated.  Maybe 
lesser clearances could be used for bridges over driveways ?
    - There are several sharp reverse curves in the track alignment that could be improved.  Sharp curves cause extra 
noise, screeching and maintenance, and they impede operating speed, which irritates riders.
    - Withdrawal of bus route 35 north of Lake Oswego will deprive hundreds of people in my neighborhood of transit service.  
There needs to be bus service north of Lake Oswego that does not duplicate the streetcar  Maybe the #39 bus should be 
extended to Lake Oswego, thus connecting Lake Oswego to Burlingame via Riverdale School and Lewis and Clark.  This would 
serve a large area that currently lacks transit service, and replace the Dunthorpe bus withdrawn by TriMet in the 1980s.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  I look forward to riding the streetcar.

Gerald Fox
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ANALYSIS OF NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS RELATING TO THE MILITARY ROAD TO SELLWOOD BRIDGE 
SEGMENT OF THE LAKE OSWEGO TO PORTLAND TRANSIT PROJECT – December 2010 

Neighborhood Concern: Retention of public transit service to the Riverdale neighborhood 

Present Situation: Bus service is provided by Tri Met lines 35 and 36 with stops at Military Road, 
Palatine Hill Road, Riverwood Road, Riverdale Road, Radcliffe Road and the Sellwood Bridge. 

 The following information has been extracted from the DEIS: 

• The Project Purpose states in part “optimize the regional transit system by improving [emphasis 
added] transit within the Lake Oswego to Portland transit corridor” [Ref:1.1, Page 1-1] 

• “Large decrease [emphasis added] in access to transit in Segment 5” [Ref: Table 3.3-4, Page 3-
48] 

• “…there is generally a draw area of approximately 0.20 mile radius for a bus stop and 0.35 mile 
radius for a streetcar station.” [Ref: 6.1-4, Page 6-7] 

• In 2000 some 1025 persons [592 households] lived in the unincorporated Multnomah County 
section of the Riverdale/Dunthorpe neighborhood [Ref: Table 3.3-1, Page 3-35]. It is interesting 
to note that Table 3.3-2, Page 3-37 uses a different number, 1078, for this statistic 

No Build Option: This option represents no change 

Enhanced Bus Service Option: Bus stops at Palatine Hill Road, Riverwood Road, Riverdale Road and 
Radcliffe Road will be eliminated leaving bus stops at only Military Road and the Sellwood Bridge. 
Distances from the Riverdale intersection to the Military Road and the Sellwood Bridge stops are 0.6 
miles and 1.1 miles respectively, far in excess of the “draw area” cited above. It is also fair to say that 
pedestrian use of Riverside Drive [Hwy. 43] is unsafe. Thus, this option completely eliminates public 
transit service to the Riverdale neighborhood which comprises some 500 persons and to the Lewis & 
Clark students who use the #35 and #36 bus lines.  

Recommendation:  Reinstate the bus stop at Riverdale Road which is the only signalized pedestrian 
crossing in this section of Riverside Drive [Hwy 43]. 

Streetcar Option: In the DEIS, stations are identified only at Riverwood Road and the Sellwood Bridge, 
resulting in a distance of 1.7 miles between stations. For the same reasons as stated above, this 
configuration will result in the Riverdale neighborhood and Lewis & Clark students losing all access to 
public transit. 

Recommendation: Add a streetcar station in the vicinity of the Lewis and Clark boat ramp opposite 
Radcliffe Road. With minor design changes, this “Radcliffe Station” could also provide much-needed 
pedestrian access to the south end of Powers Marine Park. 

This analysis prepared by Andrew Franklin: resident of the Riverdale neighborhood of unincorporated 
Multnomah County – December 3, 2010. 
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Clifford Higgins

From: frazierco@comcast.net
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 5:07 PM
To: Trans System Accounts
Subject: LO To Portland Transit Project

I'd like to voice my opposition to the proposed transit project from LO to Portland. The risks to the 
environment are extreme. However, those pale in comparison to the cost and potential overruns that will 
inevitably be encountered. With the dangerous financial peril Oregon and most of the cities within Oregon 
are facing using funds for this type of project is a slap in the face to taxpayers.

K. Frazier
LO 97034 
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1930

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment comment 

 
(Please print) 

Name (required)  

Affiliation (if any)  

Address (required)  

E-mail (optional)  

 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 

Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 

 Land use and planning  Economic activity  Community Effects  Public safety and security 

 Environmental impacts  Transportation   Finance    Alternatives and/or design options 

 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 

 
 

Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email trans@oregonmetro.gov. 
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 
 

Date  

Submit via e-mail
December 3, 2010

Print

James Furnanz

727 Ninth St., Lake Oswego, OR 97034

Environmental Impacts: 
Thank you for the environmental impact statement. I note that there are no major environmental impacts for the 43 
corridor project, no matter what form of enhanced transportation is finally decided. This leaves the decision on which 
of the tree options is selected (none, enhanced bus, train) to be made primarily on other issues: transportation, 
community effects, finance. Hence follow my inputs as an informed citizen.  
 
Transportation, Community Effects, Finance: CHOOSE THE ENHANCED BUS SOLUTION 
 
Train: 
The train is not an effective solution due to the community impacts on Lake Oswego. This is primarily due to the fact 
that the major need for enhanced transportation along the corridor is due to traffic coming from Oregon City and 
West Lynn. A review of the transportation route alternatives for the population distributed throughout the corridor 
quickly proves this. However, the proposed train cannot solve the problem and only increases congestion in Lake 
Oswego without providing a very good solution to those in Oregon City and West Linn, as they have to bus or drive to 
the train in Lake Oswego. Very poor solution.  When one considers the cost per tax payer throughout the four 
affected cities (Portland, Lake Oswego, West Linn, and Oregon City) and the effective price per rider for a train, the 
train is more than very poor. It is a true waste of resources and with the result of congesting Lake Oswego in the 
vicinity of the proposed train hub (end of the line for the train). The other problem with the train is that almost 
everybody who arrives in Portland will have to continue bus rides to get to their destination. Their commute day will 
be unacceptably long 
 
Enhanced Bus: 
The enhanced bus is clearly a winning solution, as buses are added as required. Flexibility is built into the proposal. 
Note that as a rider who often takes the bus along 43 from Lake Oswego to Portland, I am very satisfied with the 
current solution, so will gladly sign on for extended service along Hiway 43 as more transportation is required. Note 
that I can get to anywhere I desire in downtown or the Pearl with a single ride currently. I however feel that it will be 
worthwhile to use the already paid for train right of way to add buses in the long run, since that will also provide for 
the very much needed walking and biking route from Lake Oswego into Portland. Note that it is only three miles from 
Lake Oswego to Sellwood. Walkers and bikers cannot get to Portland currently. Please solve that problem.
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1/31/11 Comments

Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preliminary Section 4(f) assessment 
comment 
 
(Please print) 
Name (required)  Jana Fussell
Affiliation (if any)  
Address (required)  924 Cumberland Road, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034
E-mail (optional)  
 Include my e-mail in your project notification list. 
Comment topic(s) (check all that apply) 
X Land use and planning X Economic activity X Community Effects  Public safety and 
security 
X Environmental impacts X  Transportation  X Finance   X Alternatives and/or design 
options 
 Section 4(f) preliminary findings of de minimis impacts to public parks   Other 
 
 
 
Comment (use back or attach additional sheets if necessary)  
 
 
 I have lived in Lake Oswego for 19 years, work in Portland, and also make frequent trips 
to Portland for a variety of activities.   I strongly support extending the streetcar to Lake 
Oswego.   I believe that this wise investment in public infrastructure will spur economic 
activity both during its construction and afterwards, further land use and planning goals, 
make Lake Oswego even a better place to live, help the environment by cutting down on 
car trips in a way that bus transport cannot, and help clear up and prevent further 
congestion on Highway 43.  I seldom ride the bus to downtown Portland (except in 
snow/icy conditions) but I would ride the streetcar.  In relation to alternatives and/or 
design options, I support using the existing rail right-of-way for the streetcar line and I 
also would like to see a bike/walking path included as a part of the project.  If the bike 
path were available, I would definitely use it, as it is a much safer alternative than trying 
to ride a bike along Highway 43.
 
 
 
For questions about or problems with this form, call 503-797-1756 or email 
trans@oregonmetro.gov.
Mail to: Lake Oswego to Portland Transit Project, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 
97232 
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