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BACKGROUND 
�
8QLRQ�3DFLILF�5DLOURDG�&RPSDQ\��³8QLRQ�3DFLILF´��RZQV�DQG�RSHUDWHV�D�PDLQ�OLQH�WUDFN�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�
2UHJRQ�&RQYHQWLRQ�&HQWHU��³2&&´��SDUNLQJ�ORW�RQ�1(�/OR\G�$YHQXH��ZHVW�RI�0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ�-U��
%OYG���DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�VORSH�EHKLQG�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW���8QLRQ�3DFLILF�KDV�GHYHORSHG�D�SODQ�WR�VKLIW�LWV�
H[LVWLQJ�WUDFN�WR�WKH�QRUWK��7KLV�VKLIW�ZLOO�FDXVH�WKH�WUDFN�WR�FURVV�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�UHDO�SURSHUW\�RZQHG�E\�
0HWUR�DQG�PDQDJHG�E\�2&&��8QLRQ�3DFLILF�KDV�SURSRVHG�WR�DFTXLUH�D�������VTXDUH�IRRW�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�
0HWUR�SURSHUW\��DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��UHOLQTXLVK�8QLRQ�3DFLILF¶V�LQWHUHVW�LQ�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�HDVHPHQW�
WKDW�FURVVHV�D�������VTXDUH�IRRW�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�0HWUR�SURSHUW\����
�
$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�WUDQVDFWLRQ��8QLRQ�3DFLILF�ZLOO�SD\�0HWUR�WKH�VXP�RI���������ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�
GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DSSUDLVHG�YDOXH�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\�8QLRQ�3DFLILF�ZRXOG�DFTXLUH�DQG�WKH�DSSUDLVHG�
YDOXH�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�OLQH�HDVHPHQW�WKDW�8QLRQ�3DFLILF�LV�UHOLQTXLVKLQJ���%HFDXVH�WKH�SRUWLRQ�RI�
SURSHUW\�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�8QLRQ�3DFLILF�OLHV�LPPHGLDWHO\�DGMDFHQW�WR�8QLRQ�3DFLILF¶V�PDLQ�OLQH�
WUDFN��RQ�D�VWHHS�VORSH��WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKDW�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\�ZRXOG�EH�GHYHORSHG��LPSURYHG��RU�
RWKHUZLVH�UHTXLUHG�E\�2&&�RU�0HWUR�LV�VXIILFLHQWO\�ORZ�WR�EH�GHHPHG�de minimus��7KH�WUDQVIHU�RI�WKH�
SURSHUW\�WR�8QLRQ�3DFLILF�ZLOO�QRW�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�LPSDLU�RU�LPSHGH�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�2&&���7KH�0HWURSROLWDQ�
([SRVLWLRQ�5HFUHDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�DSSURYHG�WKH�VDOH�RQ�-XO\�����������7KH�UHOLQTXLVKPHQW�RI�8QLRQ�
3DFLILF¶V�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�HDVHPHQW�ZRXOG�UHPRYH�D�UHVWULFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�DIIHFWHG�SURSHUW\�WKHUHE\�
HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�SURSHUW\�WR�0HWUR�DQG�2&&��
�
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3URSHUW\�EXUGHQHG�E\�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�OLQH�HDVHPHQW��

�� 8QLRQ�3DFLILF�SD\V�0HWUR�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI�WKH�6DOH�3DUFHO�DQG�WKH�
PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�OLQH�HDVHPHQW�WKDW�8QLRQ�3DFLILF�LV�UHOLQTXLVKLQJ��

�� 8QLRQ�3DFLILF�EHDUV�DOO�FRVWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI��FRPSOHWLQJ�D�SURSHUW\�OLQH�DGMXVWPHQW��LI�
QHFHVVDU\��WR�DOORZ�WKH�FRQYH\DQFH�RI�WKH�6DOH�3DUFHO�WR�8QLRQ�3DFLILF��RU�DOWHUQDWLYHO\��8QLRQ�
3DFLILF�EHDUV�DOO�FRVWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�6DOH�3DUFHO�E\�5DLOURDG�(DVHPHQW�'HHG��

�� 8QLRQ�3DFLILF�SD\V�DOO�FORVLQJ�FRVWV��HVFURZ�IHHV��UHFRUGLQJ�FRVWV�DQG�WLWOH�LQVXUDQFH�IHHV�UHODWLQJ�
WR�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKLV�WUDQVDFWLRQ��DQG�

�� 8QLRQ�3DFLILF�VDWLVILHV�DQ\�RWKHU�WHUPV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�DV�WKH�&KLHI�2SHUDWLQJ�2IILFHU�GHHPV�
QHFHVVDU\�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�0HWUR�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF���
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significant challenges in managing the cemeteries, and a final resolution of ownership claims will enable 
Metro to move forward in its commitment to responsible care of these historic assets. 
 
In order to begin the SB1537 process, the Metro Council, as the governing body of Metro’s cemeteries, 
must adopt a predisposition resolution approving an inventory of unclaimed burial spaces.  Metro staff 
have examined all available cemetery records and created an inventory of 2,517 unclaimed burial spaces 
across Metro’s pioneer cemeteries.  The inventory includes 532 unclaimed burial spaces that have been 
resold and 1,985 additional unclaimed burial spaces.  Adoption of the proposed legislation will constitute 
approval of the prepared inventory and will permit Metro staff to proceed with SB1537’s notice 
requirements. 
 
 
ANALYSIS/INFORMATION 
 
1. Known Opposition 
 
There are currently no known opponents to the proposed legislation.  Historic owners of burial spaces that 
appear on the inventory will be provided with notice and an opportunity to make a claim of ownership 
prior to any final determination of abandonment. 
 
2. Legal Antecedents  
 
SB1537 provides the legal authority for reclaiming unclaimed burial spaces.  In order to start the 
reclamation process, the Metro Council must approve the inventory prepared by staff.  Staff will then 
provide notice to the record owners and their descendants through certified mail, telephone, and/or email; 
posted notice at the cemeteries; and published notice in the newspaper.  Once notice is provided, 
claimants will have 120 days to come forward and present documentation establishing rightful ownership.  
Burial spaces for which no claim is made within the 120 day window can be declared legally abandoned 
via a final Council resolution. 
 
3. Anticipated Effects 
 
If the legislation is adopted, Metro staff will proceed with the reclamation process by attempting to locate 
and notify owners and their descendants.  Any burial spaces that remain unclaimed after the notice period 
can be declared legally abandoned by resolution of the Metro Council.  Upon completion of the 
reclamation process, staff anticipate that Metro will be able to resolve a large proportion of ownership 
conflicts caused by resold burial spaces.  It is also anticipated that Metro will be able to expand its 
inventory of available graves, possibly allowing for the reopening of cemeteries that are currently closed 
to new sales. 
 
4. Budget Impacts 

 
There are sufficient funds in the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 budget to cover costs anticipated by staff, 
including direct mail and newspaper notice costs. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  
Metro staff recommend approval of Resolution No. 13-4444. 


