
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

November	
  xx,	
  2013	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Congressman	
  Earl	
  Blumenauer	
  
1111	
  Longworth	
  House	
  Office	
  Building	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20515	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Congressman	
  Blumenauer:	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  writing	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Portland	
  region’s	
  transportation	
  leadership	
  to	
  thank	
  you	
  and	
  urge	
  
you	
  to	
  introduce	
  the	
  “Update,	
  Promote,	
  and	
  Develop	
  America’s	
  Transportation	
  Essentials	
  Act	
  of	
  
2013”	
  (UPDATE	
  Act).	
  The	
  UPDATE	
  Act	
  would	
  increase	
  the	
  federal	
  gas	
  tax	
  by	
  15	
  cents	
  in	
  the	
  short	
  
term,	
  index	
  it	
  to	
  inflation,	
  and	
  then	
  phase	
  it	
  out	
  in	
  favor	
  of	
  a	
  more	
  stable	
  long-­‐term	
  funding	
  source	
  
by	
  2024.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  your	
  stated	
  objective	
  of	
  ensuring	
  adequate	
  funding	
  for	
  transportation	
  
infrastructure,	
  your	
  proposal	
  would	
  have	
  the	
  additional	
  benefit	
  of	
  contributing	
  to	
  long-­‐term	
  deficit	
  
reduction,	
  both	
  by	
  eliminating	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  transfer	
  general	
  fund	
  dollars	
  to	
  the	
  Highway	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  
and	
  by	
  more	
  broadly	
  supporting	
  America’s	
  economic	
  prosperity.	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  know,	
  the	
  Highway	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  is	
  fast	
  approaching	
  insolvency.	
  Through	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  short-­‐
term	
  “patches”	
  –	
  including	
  those	
  applied	
  in	
  MAP-­‐21	
  legislation	
  –	
  Congress	
  has	
  used	
  the	
  general	
  
fund	
  of	
  the	
  Treasury	
  to	
  keep	
  highway,	
  highway	
  safety	
  and	
  public	
  transit	
  programs	
  operating	
  at	
  flat	
  
funding	
  levels.	
  While	
  we	
  appreciate	
  how	
  hard	
  you	
  have	
  had	
  to	
  work	
  to	
  achieve	
  this	
  result,	
  the	
  time	
  
is	
  coming	
  when	
  short-­‐term	
  patches	
  may	
  require	
  more	
  general	
  fund	
  support	
  than	
  can	
  be	
  provided.	
  A	
  
solution	
  like	
  the	
  UPDATE	
  Act	
  that	
  channels	
  more	
  user	
  fee	
  revenue	
  into	
  the	
  trust	
  fund	
  and	
  keeps	
  up	
  
with	
  inflation	
  is	
  the	
  right	
  way	
  to	
  provide	
  for	
  sustainable	
  federal	
  investment	
  that	
  grows	
  with	
  the	
  
growing	
  needs	
  of	
  our	
  transportation	
  systems.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  know	
  you	
  share	
  the	
  view	
  that	
  transportation	
  infrastructure	
  investment	
  represents	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
best	
  ways	
  to	
  create	
  jobs	
  and	
  economic	
  development	
  and	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  environment.	
  In	
  the	
  short	
  
term,	
  increasing	
  transportation	
  user	
  fees	
  in	
  the	
  Highway	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  allows	
  for	
  the	
  general	
  fund	
  
subsidy	
  to	
  be	
  reduced,	
  thereby	
  helping	
  to	
  reconcile	
  the	
  Fiscal	
  2014	
  Budget	
  Resolution.	
  In	
  the	
  long	
  
term,	
  increased	
  economic	
  prosperity	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  effective	
  approach	
  to	
  increasing	
  federal	
  tax	
  
collections	
  and	
  reducing	
  the	
  federal	
  budget	
  deficit.	
  And	
  the	
  best	
  part	
  is	
  that	
  improved	
  economic	
  
prosperity	
  benefits	
  all	
  Americans.	
  	
  
	
   	
  



	
  
Thank	
  you	
  again	
  for	
  your	
  leadership	
  in	
  developing	
  the	
  UPDATE	
  Act.	
  Please	
  let	
  us	
  know	
  how	
  we	
  can	
  
help	
  to	
  advance	
  this	
  legislation	
  and	
  other	
  solutions	
  that	
  can	
  make	
  federal	
  transportation	
  programs	
  
more	
  robust	
  and	
  sustainable.	
  	
  
	
  
Best	
  Regards,	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Tom	
  Hughes,	
  President	
   	
   	
   Carlotta	
  Collette,	
  Chair	
  
Metro	
  Council	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Joint	
  Policy	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  on	
  Transportation	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Metro	
  Councilor	
  District	
  2	
  
	
  
Cc:	
   Senator	
  Wyden	
  
	
   Senator	
  Merkley	
  
	
   Representative	
  Bonamici	
  

Representative	
  Walden	
  
Representative	
  DeFazio	
  
Representative	
  Schrader	
  
	
  

Please	
  see	
  attached	
  page	
  for	
  additional	
  signatures	
  of	
  support.	
  
	
  
	
   	
  



	
  
Shirley	
  Craddick,	
  Councilor	
  
Metro	
  Council,	
  District	
  1	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   Kathryn	
  Harrington,	
  Councilor	
  
Metro	
  Council,	
  District	
  4	
  

Donna	
  Jordan,	
  Councilor	
  
City	
  of	
  Lake	
  Oswego,	
  representing	
  the	
  cities	
  
in	
  Clackamas	
  County	
  

	
   Diane	
  McKeel,	
  Commissioner	
  
Multnomah	
  County	
  

Jack	
  Burkman,	
  Councilor	
  
City	
  of	
  Vancouver,	
  Washington	
  

	
   Denny	
  Doyle,	
  City	
  of	
  Beaverton,	
  
representing	
  the	
  cities	
  in	
  	
  
Washington	
  County	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


