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Background 

 

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) establishes a comprehensive policy direction for the regional 
transportation system and recommends a balanced program of transportation investments to 
implement that policy direction. The RTP is updated every four years, as required by federal law. In 
between full updates to the RTP, it may be necessary to amend the plan in response to changing local 
conditions and newly adopted plans. To be eligible to build a project with federal funds the project must 
first be included in the RTP.  
 
Current proposed changes to the RTP project list include projects in Washington County, Hillsboro, 
Beaverton, Portland, East Multnomah County and Oregon Department of Transportation projects along 
Interstate 205 and Interstate 5. 
 
Outreach approach 

 

Metro compiled a list of all proposed project list changes, including detailed information and maps. 
From Friday, Feb. 22 to Monday, April 8, 2013 Metro held a 45-day public comment period on proposed 
project list changes for the 2035 RTP. Comments made during this period will be presented to decision 
makers for consideration before taking action in May. The public was asked to provide comment on any 
of the proposed projects using an online survey on the RTP amendments web page, by email, by mail or 
in person. Comments were also received on analysis of how these changes may affect regional air 
quality. 
 
Metro’s approach to publicize the comment period included: 
 

x Email notices to the Transportation Policy Advisory Committee (TPAC), Metro Policy Advisory 
Committee (MPAC) and Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation (JPACT) as well as 
several interested parties and environmental justice lists announcing the start of the public 
comment period and a follow-up reminder email midway through the comment period. 

x Posts on the Metro News web site, the agency’s main news blog, which reaches hundreds of 
news media and community members each day. The exact number of recipients varies 
depending on their own subscription settings. 

x Advertisements were placed in five local newspapers, The Oregonian, The Hillsboro Argus, The 
Beaverton Valley Times, The Gresham Outlook and The Portland Observer advertising the public 
comment period. Advertisements in the latter three papers were provided in English and 
Spanish. 

x Staff presentations to TPAC, JPACT, MPAC, Metro Technical Advisory Committee (MTAC) and the 
Metro Council.  

x Web content with all proposed project and comment information, with a link from the Metro 
web home page and the main Regional Transportation Plan web page. 

x Metro received 11 responses through the online survey and six comments were received 
through email.  
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Title VI: LEP Analysis/Translation  

 

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) is a term used to describe people who do not speak English as their 
primary language and who also may have limited ability to read, write, or understand English. 
Metro’s Data Resource Center conducted an analysis of the communities surrounding the proposed 
project areas, and found Spanish to be the most widely spoken language for those who don’t speak 
English well. The Beaverton Crescent Street extension project, the East Metro Connections Plan projects, 
the City of Portland North Williams Traffic Safety Operations projects and the Oregon Department of 
Transportation projects were all determined to affect communities with LEP Spanish speaking 
populations at five percent or above. 
 
To solicit input from Spanish speaking residents in these communities, advertisements announcing the 
RTP amendment public comment period were translated into Spanish in three newspapers, The 
Gresham Outlook, The Beaverton Valley Times, and The Portland Observer, thus allowing Metro to 
engage a wider and more diverse population of the community.  Metro provides phone translation 
services for any language for community members providing comments or seeking information on the 
phone or in person.  No comments or requests related to this round of RTP amendments were received 
in any language other than English. 
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 

 
City of Beaverton - Crescent Street multimodal extension project 
This project received two comments, one in favor and one against. The comment in support of the 
project stated that it would help with better street connectivity in the Beaverton area. The comment 
against stated that a higher priority should be funding projects on the other side of Beaverton. 
 
City of Hillsboro- 253rd Street 
One comment received in support of project.  No changes requested. 
 
City of Hillsboro - Brookwood Parkway 
Metro received seven comments on the Brookwood Parkway proposal—five in favor and two opposed. 
One comment in opposition stated that widening the road would create increased speeds and traffic, 
leading to unsafe access for cyclists and pedestrians. Another commenter suggested a higher priority 
should be the South Hillsboro area. One commenter in favor of the project also focused on safety 
concerns for pedestrians and cyclists, noting that “walking or biking alongside a seven lane arterial 
would be incredibly unpleasant.” 
 
Three comments in favor of the project were from the Greater Hillsboro Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Westside Economic Alliance and the NAIOP Commercial Real Estate Development Association 
and all three comments noted the importance of roadway improvements in accommodating the 
anticipated increase in employment and traffic in the Hillsboro area.  
 
City of Hillsboro - Butler Drive 
Three comments were received on this project, two in favor and one against. The comment against 
noted that, “motor vehicle traffic already travels too fast on this road to allow safe access for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and assistive mobility devices.  Widening roads will encourage drivers to go even 
faster.” 
 
City of Hillsboro - Cornelius Pass Road 
This project received six comments, five in favor and one against. Three comments in favor of the 
project were from the Greater Hillsboro Area Chamber of Commerce, Westside Economic Alliance and 
NAIOP Commercial Real Estate Development Association. All three comments noted the importance of 
roadway improvements in accommodating the anticipated increase in employment and traffic in the 
Hillsboro area. 
 
The comment against stated that widening the road would lead to more dangerous conditions for 
pedestrians and cyclists. One comment in favor emphasized the need for cycle tracks or separated multi-
use path for pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
City of Hillsboro - Gibbs Drive 
Metro received two comments in favor of this project, with one commenter noting that it will help 
catalyze development in the AmberGlen area.  
 
City of Hillsboro - US 26 westbound off-ramp 
All comments received were in favor of the project. Three comments in favor of the project were from 
the Greater Hillsboro Area Chamber of Commerce, Westside Economic Alliance and NAIOP Commercial 
Real Estate Development Association. All three comments noted the importance of roadway 
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improvements in accommodating the anticipated increase in employment and traffic in the Hillsboro 
area.  
 
City of Portland - N. Williams Traffic Safety operations projects 
Metro received four comments on the North Williams Traffic Safety Operations projects, three in 
opposition to the projects. One comment focused on the safety concerns of adding a left-side bike lane 
and another stated that a higher priority should be given to the Outer Powell Blvd. Conceptual Design 
area. 
 
One comment was in favor of the projects, citing the high bicycle traffic and pedestrian demand in the 
area. 
 
East Metro Connections Plan- 238th Drive 
Metro received two comments in opposition to the East Metro Connections 242nd right of way project. 
One commenter suggested that a higher priority in this area would be creating planned communities 
and creating more opportunities for alternative means of transportation and the other noted that the 
project did not have enough “bang for the buck.” 
 
East Metro Connections Plan policy changes 
No comments received. 
 
Oregon Department of Transportation- I-205 - Extending the auxiliary lane on I-205 SB from I-84 EB 
entrance  
Two comments were received in opposition to the I-205 project, extending the auxiliary lane on 1-205 
southbound from the I-84 entrance. The comments provided views about what the priorities should be 
for regional planning, specifically fixing Allen Blvd. and Highway 217 and creating more bike boulevards. 
 
Oregon Department of Transportation I-205- Extending the existing acceleration lane on I-205 NB 
from Powell entrance ramp 
No comments received.  
 
Oregon Department of Transportation- I-5 - Extend I-5 SB auxiliary lane from Lower Boones Ferry exit-
ramp to Lower Boones Ferry entrance-ramp 
Metro received four comments on this project, three in support and one against. The comments in favor 
of the project noted that the project would help reduce southbound congestion on I-5.  The cities of 
Tualatin, Wilsonville, Tigard, Lake Owego and Washington County and the Tualatin and Wilsonville 
Chambers of Commerce emphasized that the project would help improve traffic flow, lane balance and 
time reliability and as a result reduce congestion and improve economic vitality, air quality and safety.  
 
The comment in opposition stated that a higher priority should be fixing Allen Blvd. and Highway 217. 
 
Washington County - Scholls Ferry Road: Roy Rogers to Teal Blvd. project 
All comments received expressed support for the project, with most saying it would help with mobility 
and safety needs while reducing bottlenecks in the area. One commenter emphasized the need for bike 
lanes, particularly just east of Teal Blvd. 
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Air quality conformity Analysis 
A letter was received from Jon Ostar, Director of Organizing People / Activating Leaders (OPAL) that 
raise questions regarding Metro’s ability to adopt any amendments to the RTP at this time since the 
region is not currently in compliance with a Transportation Control Measure (increase transit service by 
1% per year) included in the Area CO Maintenance Plan. 
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